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Formula 1 gets a new winner 
as Mercedes revival continues 


We’ve gone for one of our green covers this week to congratulate 
George Russell on his first world championship Formula 1 grand prix 
victory. It was obvious before he even got to Fi that Russell had the 
qualities to reach the top, winning in every category on his way up, 
and his success in Brazil last weekend was brilliantly taken, with 
Mercedes team-mate Lewis Hamilton close behind. 

The event (including the sprint the day before) was an entertaining 
one, underlining the fact that Fi is better when Mercedes can mix it 
with Red Bull and Ferrari at the front. More of the same in 2.023, please! 

Not quite so wonderful was another clash between Max Verstappen 
and Hamilton. Most in the Autosport office wouldn’t have given the 
Red Bull driver a penalty, but it is now clear that he races the seven-time 
world champion differently to the other drivers on the grid. It was 
a bold move and, given the history between them, Verstappen can’t 
have been surprised that he ran out of room. Or shouldn’t have been. 

Hamilton now plays hardball given that Verstappen never gives him 
any space. That’s fair enough, but the time has come for them to reach 
some sort of understanding. If they do end up battling for the 2023 title 
it would be a shame for the contest to be ruined by the sort of accidents 
that became tedious last season. Such clashes could also hurt both of 
them if Russell and Charles Leclerc are there to pick up the pieces... 

Russell is the 113th driver to win a world championship race and is 
also our third Young Driver Award victor to take an F1 success. Look 
out for the winner of the 2022 edition in the 8 December issue. 
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F1 2022 comes to aclose 
Can Verstappen extend 
his wins record in the 
Abu Dhabi GP finale? 


F1 George Russell wins brilliant Brazilian GP 
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Red Bull endured its latest team-orders row 
at last weekend’s Sao Paulo Grand Prix after 
Max Verstappen defied a call to let Sergio 
Perez overtake him, claiming it was 

because of “something in the past”. 

World champion Verstappen overtook 
Perez for sixth place after the late safety car 
period at Interlagos, and was told to focus 
on catching Fernando Alonso and Charles 
Leclerc — the Ferrari driver is Perez’s rival 
for second in the championship. 

Perez had been told not to fight 
Verstappen, but was reassured over the 
radio that he would be given the place back 


Incident cost 
Perez in fight for 


SUTTON 
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if the Dutchman could not gain any more 
positions. Verstappen was told multiple 
times on the final lap to give the place back 
to Perez, only to ignore the call and finish 
four seconds up the road. Perez finished 
seventh, and goes into this weekend’s Abu 
Dhabi finale tied on points with Leclerc 

for second, trailing on countback. 

After being asked on the radio what 
happened by his engineer, Gianpiero 
Lambiase, Verstappen snapped back: “I told 
you already last time, you guys don’t ask 
that again to me, OK? Are we clear about 
that? I gave my reasons and I stand by it.” 

Red Bull team boss Christian Horner 
apologised over the radio to Perez on the 
cool-down lap, with the Mexican replying: 
“It shows who he [Verstappen] really is.” 

Emergency talks between the drivers, 
Horner and Red Bull advisor Helmut Marko 
were hastily arranged in the motorhome after 
the race. “We put everything on the table,” 
said Verstappen. “Of course, I understand 
from Checo’s side, he’s disappointed. But 
I also gave my reasons about why I didn’t 
do it about something that happened in 
the past. That’s why I think finally, we 
all sat together and talked about it.” 

Verstappen did not specify what the 
incident was, but prominent members 
of the Dutch media with close ties to 
the Verstappen camp have reported 
that it was linked to Perez’s Q3 crash 


in Monaco back in May. The crash denied 
Verstappen a chance to improve his lap, 
leaving him fourth on the grid. Perez would 
go on to win the race for Red Bull, while 
Verstappen could only finish third. 

Perez was baffled by Verstappen’s 
behaviour at Interlagos, noting how he 
has previously been a dutiful team-mate 
to assist the man across the garage, most 
famously at last year’s Abu Dhabi Grand 
Prix, when his defensive moves to hold 
up Lewis Hamilton helped Verstappen 
win the title for the first time. 

“After all I’ve done for him, it’s a bit 
disappointing to be honest,” said Perez, 
who added he was “really surprised” by 
what happened. But he wanted to keep talks 
private and said he was confident that it 
“will be different not only in Abu Dhabi, but 
going forward”. Horner also made clear that 
he was “not going to disclose the content” 
of the chat with the drivers, but said it 
would not be “swept under the carpet”. 

Red Bull previously had to deal with 
tension between Sebastian Vettel and Mark 
Webber on a number of occasions between 
2010 and 2013. Perez signed a two-year 
contract with Red Bull back in May running 
to the end of 2024. He and Verstappen have 
previously seemed to get along both 
professionally and personally, but this 
points to a big fracture in relations 
that could take a lot to repair. 
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Verstappen refused 
to hand sixth place 
back to Perez 


Red Bull was not the only team handling 
team-order frustrations in Brazil. Leclerc 
asked Ferrari if his team-mate, Carlos Sainz, 
could give him third place to help his battle 
against Perez, only for the team to not make 
the switch. Ferrari explained after the race 
that it felt giving Sainz the call would be 
too risky, given Leclerc was being tailed by 
Alonso and Verstappen, as well as a pending 
investigation for a safety car infringement. 
Sainz was never given any instruction 
to move aside for Leclerc, but said he 
would have done so if asked. 

It was also a tense weekend at Alpine, 
whose Esteban Ocon and Alonso, in his 
penultimate race for the team, made contact 
in the sprint race. Team principal Otmar 
Szafnauer blasted both drivers for letting the 
team down, only for further tension to arise 
in the GP when Ocon appeared to resist 
a call to let Alonso overtake him on the 
safety car restart. Ocon eventually agreed 
after overtaking Sebastian Vettel, helping 
Alpine move 19 points clear of McLaren 
in the fight for fourth in the points. 
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Veteran Hulkenberg set to 
replace Schumacher at Haas 


Nico Hulkenberg looks poised to make 
his Formula 1 comeback in 2023 with 
Haas as the team prepares to complete 
its line-up this week. 

Haas has been weighing up for some 
time who will partner Kevin Magnussen 
next year after a difficult second season 
for Mick Schumacher in F1. Ex-Alfa 
Romeo driver Antonio Giovinazzi was 
known to be in contention for the seat, 
only for Autosport to reveal back in 
September that Hulkenberg had 
entered the frame. 

A decision was taken by Haas bosses 
Gene Haas and Gunther Steiner at 
last weekend’s Sao Paulo Grand Prix 
and appears to have gone the way of 
Hulkenberg. An announcement is 
anticipated this week ahead of him 
returning to the cockpit in the post- 
season Abu Dhabi test next Tuesday. 

It would represent a full-time return 
to Fi for Hulkenberg after three seasons 
away, his last full campaign coming with 
Renault in 2019. The German has since 
made four stand-in appearances, all 
as a COVID-19 substitute for Racing 
Point/Aston Martin. His most recent 
starts came this March in Bahrain and 
Saudi Arabia, when he deputised for 
Sebastian Vettel. 

Earlier this year, Hulkenberg accepted 
that he may never return to Fi, but said 
he was in a “totally good headspace” 
about it, balancing TV commitments 
with a reserve role at Aston Martin. 
The team has since signed Stoffel 
Vandoorne and Felipe Drugovich in 
the position for next year, pointing to 
a potential departure for Hulkenberg. 

An exit from Haas would bring an end 
to 2020 F2 champion Schumacher’s stint 
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Hulkenberg has 
been Aston reserve 


TRIENITZ 


in F1 after two years. While he largely led 
the team’s efforts last season alongside 
Nikita Mazepin, he has struggled to 
match Magnussen in 2022, scoring 
fewer than half as many points. The 
most notable difference in performance 
came last weekend at Interlagos, where 
Magnussen scored a shock pole and 
Schumacher qualified last. 

Schumacher’s plans look unclear, 
particularly with his Ferrari links also 
coming to an end at the conclusion of 
this season, but Mercedes could throw 
him a lifeline. Team boss Toto Wolff 
said he would be interested in talking 
about a reserve role if the 23-year-old 
did not have a seat. Schumacher’s 
father, Michael, was a junior protege of 
Mercedes and made his Fi comeback in 
2010 with the German manufacturer. 

“T make no secret of the fact that the 
Schumacher family is part of Mercedes, 
that we value Mick very much as a 
personality and as a racing driver,” said 
Wolff. “That’s why we will definitely 
discuss this option if it arises.” 
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Peugeot reserve slot could 
open for tester Jakobsen 


WEC 


European Le Mans Series LMP3 
champion Malthe Jakobsen ended 
up as the fastest newcomer in the 
Hypercar class at the wheel of a 
Peugeot 9X8 in the official World 
Endurance Championship rookie 
test. The performance in Bahrain last 
Sunday could be a significant moment 
in the career of the 19-year-old Dane 
(above) as the French make weighs up 
the options of hiring a reserve driver. 
Jakobsen, a regular in the P3 ranks 
for the past three years, got down to 
1m50.222s over his 55 laps. That was 
only six tenths off Nico Muller’s best 
for the marque over the course of 
the day and well over a second up 
on Maximilian Guenther and 
Yann Ehrlacher, the other Peugeot 
rookies on Sunday. They got down to 
1m51.665s and 1m51.777s respectively. 
Peugeot Motorsport boss Jean-Marc 
Finot insisted at the weekend that 
there had been no decision on whether 
the team would employ a reserve. 
That was the scenario planned for this 
year before Kevin Magnussen jumped 
ship to return to Formula 1 with Haas. 
James Rossiter then moved up from 
his twin roles as simulator and reserve 
driver to fill Magnussen’s seat on 
the first two race appearances of the 
9X8 prior to Muller’s recruitment. 
Finot described Peugeot’s plans for a 
reserve as “a work in progress” Earlier 
in the summer, however, he suggested 
that the team would head into 2023 
with a seven-driver squad including 
an on-circuit back-up at each race. 
New Maserati Formula E signing 


6 AUTOSPORT.COM 17 NOVEMBER 2022 


Guenther was meant to be joined by 
reigning FE world champion Stoffel 
Vandoorne, who will defend his title 
with the DS Penske. The Belgian had 
to withdraw with appendicitis. Finot 
explained that Peugeot wanted to 
tap into their experience at the test. 
Toyota tried out Richard Mille 
Racing LMP2 driver Lilou Wadoux in 
one of its GRoio HYBRIDs. The driver 
nominated by the WEC organisation 
to drive the championship-winning 
car in the test got down to 1m50.953s, 
compared to 1m48.812s with which 
Jose Maria Lopez topped the test. 
Formula 2 racers Marcus Armstrong 
and Olli Caldwell were given a try-out 
in the Richard Mille ORECA-Gibson 
07. Officially they were given their 
chance by the Signatech team that 
runs this car as well as the Alpine- 
Gibson A480 from the LMH class. 
Team boss Philippe Sinault 
confirmed that he was looking at the 
pair for the future. That suggests that 
they are in the running for a drive in 
one of the two P2 cars it plans to field 
under the Alpine banner next year 
while he awaits the new Alpine 
LMDh prototype due in 2024. 
Chevrolet tested Axcil Jefferies and 
Nicolas Varrone as part of its search 
for a silver-rated driver to share its 
GTE Am-class Corvette C8.R next 
year with Nicky Catsburg and Ben 
Keating. GT World Challenge Europe 
regular Jefferies ended up second 
fastest in GTE, just 0.001s behind 
Prema P2 driver Lorenzo Colombo, 
who was given a try-out in an 
AF Corse Ferrari 488 GTE Evo. 
GARY WATKINS 


Brawn: sprint 
format is fine 


FORMULA 1 


Formula 1 looks set to revisit potential 
changes to its sprint-race weekend format 
for 2023, but outgoing Fi technical chief 
Ross Brawn has urged caution in any 
possible tweaks. 

F1 staged its third and final sprint of the 
2022 season at Interlagos last Saturday, 
and it was largely reckoned to be the best 
one yet since the format debuted last year. 

F1 will expand to six sprints in 2023, 
but could make changes to the format 
amid concerns about it influencing 
the grid for Sunday’s race. A number of 
drivers have said that they think there is 
too much caution in the sprints, given 
the possibility of dropping to the back of 
the grid for the grand prix. “Overall, you 
don’t really see a lot of overtaking unless 
there is a car out of position,” said Max 
Verstappen ahead of last weekend’s sprint. 
“So then it’s not really that fun for me.” 

By making the Saturday sprint a 
standalone race for points, it would 
encourage drivers to push harder and fight, 
knowing any incidents would not impact 
their Sunday grid position. Haas driver 
Kevin Magnussen, who started on pole 
for the sprint race in Brazil after topping 
qualifying, felt it was “maybe a good tweak 
to separate that, so you can go for it.” 

Another possibility is adding a second 
qualifying session to set the grid for the 
sprint race, potentially replacing FP2 on 
Saturday that most regard as useless 
given the cars are already in parc ferme. 

But outgoing F1 technical chief Brawn 
warned against any major changes, saying 
there was a “fantastic foundation already”. 

“We'd be very cautious about changing 
things, and I don’t think we should move 
to a dramatically different format,” he said 
after the sprint on Saturday. “It was great, 
a fantastic race. It gave the crowds terrific 
entertainment. Qualifying’s special, but 
not as special as that was today.” 

LUKE SMITH & ADAM COOPER 
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Toyota sticks with GRO10 for title defence 


Toyota will defend its 2022 World 
Endurance Championship titles with an 
updated version of the GRo10 HYBRID 
after finally ending speculation that it 
could go into the third season of the 
Hypercar era with an all-new design. 

Sources revealed earlier in the year that 
there was a new Le Mans Hypercar on the 
drawing board at Toyota Gazoo Racing 
Europe in Cologne. What wasn’t clear 
was whether it would race in 2023. 

Now Toyota has confirmed that it 
has opted against taking advantage of the 
regulations that allow a manufacturer to 
homologate a second design within the 
life-cycle of the LMH rules. It has instead 
chosen to evolve the existing machine 
within the strict limits on car development 
laid down in the LMH rulebook. 

TGRE race director Rob Leupen 
confirmed that there was a clear decision 
around the time of the Le Mans 24 Hours 
in June not to replace the GRo1o. Technical 
director Pascal Vasselon was slightly more 
evasive with his comments: “We can only 
confirm that we have people whose job 
it is to prepare evolutions of the car.” 

He confirmed that Toyota will be taking 


Prema set to drop ELMS 
to expand WEC attack 


on single-seater specialist 
Prema’s first sportscar 
campaign made sense “to gain 
as much experience as possible 
and to speed up the learning 
process”, said Iron Lynx boss 
Andrea Piccini. “Now the most 
important thing is to look to 
the future and you can’t race 


Prema is unlikely to defend 

the European Le Mans Series 
title it won this year with 

Louis Deletraz and Ferdinand 
Habsburg. The Italian team is 
instead looking at expanding its 
World Endurance Championship 


advantage of the the ‘evo joker’ rule that 
allows for five updates made in the name 
of performance during the life of an LMH. 
What he wouldn’t reveal was how many are 
left after the revisions made for this year. 
Vasselon admitted that Toyota had “been 
using jokers” for the second iteration of the 
GRo1o, even though the major changes to 
the car were made outside of the evo rules. 
The switch from the 14-inch tyres front and 
rear of the original 2021 version to 13.5-inch 
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fronts and 15-inch rears did not require 
a joker. Toyota successfully argued that 
the reduction in minimum weight for 
LMHs in the summer of 2020 as part 
of the convergence process with LMDh 
compromised its original design, which 
was already in production at the time. 
Vasselon said that the evolutions 
for 2023 will be “more subtle” than 
those for this year. 
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campaign to two LMPa2s as it 

gears up for its move to the 

Hypercar class with Lamborghini 

under the banner of parent 

team Iron Lynx in 2024. 
Running an ORECA-Gibson 

07 in both the WEC and ELMS 


an LMDh in the ELMS, so for 

sure the focus is going to be 

on the WEC,” he continued. 
The final decision on one 

or two cars in the WEC hasn’t 

been made. That will depend on 

“putting together the kind of 
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line-ups we want,” said Piccini. 
What is sure is that Iron Lynx 
will not continue running 
Ferraris in the WEC, the ELMS 
or anywhere else for that matter. 
“We are now somewhere else,” 
Piccini said without mentioning 


Ferrari by name. A swap from 
the 488 GTE Evo to Porsche for 
its GTE campaigns appears to 
be a possibility after several of 
the team’s drivers tested a 911 
RSR with the Proton team. 


—_ 


at — -~ er. 


7 —e Se = 


Bois . Ene urr: ee 
~, 


— SSS S| 


sletatetich aan 


17 NOVEMBER 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 7 


Le Mans winner Tandy rejoins Porsche for 2023 


LMDh 


Sportscar racing’s worst-kept secret of the 
year was finally confirmed on Monday: 
Nick Tandy will return to Porsche after an 
absence of two years to race its new LMDh 
prototype. The Brit was announced together 
with Frederic Makowiecki as the final two 
drivers at the factory Penske squad for the 
World Endurance Championship and the 
IMSA SportsCar Championship next year. 
Porsche Penske Motorsport has now 
revealed a full 10-man roster for its twin, 
two-car assaults with the 963 LMDh in 
2023. It will have six full-timers in the 
WEC and four in IMSA, though who 
will race where has not been announced, 


nor, it is believed, fully decided. 

Tandy is renewing a rich history with 
Porsche that over an eight-year period as a 
factory driver in 2013-20 included successes 
in all the world’s major enduros: to his 
outright victories in the 24-hour classics 
at Le Mans, Spa and the Nurburgring, as 
well as Petit Le Mans at Road Atlanta, he 
added a hat-trick of Sebring class wins. 

He opted to join Chevrolet after Porsche 
announced it was axing its GT Le Mans 
IMSA campaign, and crucially before it had 
made a commitment to build an LMDh. 

He explained that he’d been lured back 

when he started hearing Porsche and Penske 
mentioned in the same breath. After that, he 
said, “it didn’t take long to make a decision”. 


Tandy’s deal is believed to have been done 
early this year. French veteran Makowiecki’s 
recruitment as a race driver for the 963 is 
much more recent. He was the first person 
to drive the car back in January and has 
been an integral part of the test programme, 
but Porsche stopped short of offering 
him a race seat through the summer. 

It is known to have postponed at least 
one deadline to let Makowiecki know 
his fate. Porsche Formula E racer Pascal 
Wehrlein was given a try-out in the car 
at Sebring in October, though it is unclear 
how seriously a dual programme for 
the German ex-Formula 1 driver 
was considered by his employer. 

GARY WATKINS 


Votes open for Stewart 
memories gallery 


AUTOSPORT INTERNATIONAL 


Race fans can now vote on their 
favourite motorsport memory as 
part of a fundraising campaign 
for Race Against Dementia. 
The Autosport International 
show has partnered with three- 
time Formula 1 world champion 
Sir Jackie Stewart to open a 
photographic art gallery, and 
prints of the 10 will be part of a 
display as a raffle to raise funds. 
The 27-time grand prix 
winner, whose wife Helen was 


diagnosed with the condition in 
2014, has been part of a panel 
that has selected 10 of the most 
famous motorsport events for 
enthusiasts to choose from: 1955 
Mille Miglia; 1957 German GP; 
1966 Le Mans 24 Hours; 1968 
German GP; 1969 Italian GP; 
1987 British GP; 1992 British 
Touring Car finale at Silverstone; 
1995 Rally GB; 2008 Brazilian 
GP; 2016 Le Mans. Voting 

will close on 29 November 

and the final order will 

feature in Autosport magazine 
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in the 5 January issue. 

Stewart will sign prints and 
officially open the display before 
appearing on the main stage at 
the show, which will take place 
at Birmingham’s National 
Exhibition Centre on 12-15 
January 2023, to talk about his 
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involvement with Race Against 
Dementia and share memories 
from his motorsport career. 


Head to motorsportmemories. 
wishpondpages.com/top-10-vote/ 
to have your say. 


PORSCHE 


Ye first on board for Jota’s 963 


WEC 


Former European Le Mans Series 
champion Yifei Ye will graduate to the 
Hypercar ranks in the World Endurance 
Championship with Porsche next year. 
The 22-year-old Chinese will drive the 
963 LMDh prototype entered by the 
British Jota customer team. 

Ye, whose ELMS title came in 2021 with 
WRT, has been placed at Jota by Porsche 
Motorsport Asia Pacific. It took him into 
its development programme as a so-called 
‘selected driver’ one year ago with a clear 
ambition to get him into a 963 for 2023. 

He is the first driver to be announced 
by the three-time Le Mans 24 Hours 
class-winning team for its graduation 
to the Hypercar ranks. It follows another 
year in the ELMS for Ye and a second 
Le Mans appearance, this time with 
the Swiss Cool Racing operation. 

“When I started my career I came to 
France and lived in Le Mans and next year 
I will be on the grid of the 24 Hours racing 
a Porsche in the top class with the chance 
to fight for victory,” said Ye. “When I came 
into LMP2 in 2021 my target was to land 
a deal with a manufacturer to race in 
the Hypercar class, so this is a dream 
come true twice over.” 

Ye probably won’t get to race the 963 


‘SAUTOSPORT 


before round two of the WEC at the 
Algarve circuit, however. Deliveries of 

the Porsche LMDh are set to be delayed: 
the two cars allocated to the IMSA 
SportsCar Championship are unlikely to 
be ready in time for the Daytona 24 Hours 
in January; and the pair for WEC won’t 

be on time for the Sebring 1000 Miles 
season-opener in March. 

Porsche Motorsport boss Thomas 
Laudenbach told Autosport “I don’t think 
it’s going to happen” when asked if the 
two 963s available to IMSA customers 
for 2023 could be delivered in time for 
the US sportscar classic on 28-29 January. 
The faltering development of the 963 
through the summer and supply-chain 
issues are behind the delay. 

GARY WATKINS 


First Jota Le Mans class 
win came in 2014 


Get even more motorsport online 
with our 
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HUFF BACK T0 
MACAU AFTER 
WTGR PULLOUT 


TOURING CARS 


Rob Huff will aim to extend 

his record of 10 wins at the 
Macau Grand Prix this weekend 
following his withdrawal from 
the World Touring Car Cup. 

The 2012 World Touring Car 
champion will once again race 
for MG XPower, competing 
in the two Touring Car Cup 
rounds that count for the China 
Touring Car Championship 
rather than in the Guia race. 
“T’m honoured and privileged to 
have the record of 10 wins,” said 
Huff ahead of his 16th Macau 
appearance. “This place, we just 
seem to have a connection. I’ve 
always loved street circuits.” 

Huff stood down from his 
WTCR drive with Zengo 
Motorsport ahead of the 
penultimate round in Bahrain 
last weekend, despite sitting 
third in the standings, citing 
“financial difficulties”. The team 
raced on with Hungarian Bence 
Boldizs stepping in, but was 
forced to miss the first free 
practice session. Boldizs and 
Daniel Nagy also started 
both races from the pitlane 
to avoid incurring damage. 

“Tt was a decision that was 
forced upon us,” said Huff, who 
has already wrapped up the 
independents’ title. “I have the 
utmost respect and love for 
Zoltan Zengo. He’s an amazing 
guy, but he does tend to bite 
off more than he can chew.” 


DAMIEN SMITH 
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© OUR “PARADISE?” surroundings have recently become a UNESCO peopark! 


° Watch the onboard video on our web site, turn on the music . .. get the vibe! 


++ TOP QUALITY EXCLUSIVE TESTING FROM 4KE per day 
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Fittipaldi with Marko at 


Interlagos, where his grandad 
won two Brazilian GPs 


Fittipaldi to Carlin with Red Bull 


FORMULA 2 


Enzo Fittipaldi has become a Red Bull 
junior and will compete for Carlin in his 
second full Formula 2 season in 2023, with 
current Red Bull-blessed Carlin F2 racer 
Liam Lawson set for a move to Japan. 

The 21-year-old former member of 
the Ferrari Driver Academy is a grandson 
of two-time world champion Emerson 
Fittipaldi and younger brother of two-time 
grand prix starter Pietro. He has been 
talking to Red Bull motorsport advisor 
Helmut Marko for some time. 

Fittipaldi made his F2 debut in 2021 
with Charouz, running three race weekends 
for the team before signing up for a full 
programme this year. He has logged three 
second places in the feature races at Imola, 
the Red Bull Ring and the Hungaroring, 
and also has three third places. He lies 
sixth in the championship with just 
the Abu Dhabi finale to come. 

Asked about Fittipaldi, Marko made it 
clear that he had overachieved at Charouz. 


ALL PHOTOGRAPHY: SUTTON 


“He performed in a midfield team, I would 
say,” he said. “He was always there on the 
top. I think he had his ups and downs. 
And now he knows there’s a chance. 

He will be with Carlin, which is a 

top team. And he’s a character.” 

Marko confirmed that not all of Red 
Bull’s 2022 F2 drivers will remain in the 
programme next year. “We will make an 
announcement pretty soon about who is 
leaving and who are the new guys,” he said. 

He stressed that Lawson (below) will 
benefit from his planned move to Super 
Formula for 2023. The New Zealander 
is expected to line up alongside Tomoki 
Nojiri, recently crowned champion for a 
second time, at leading Honda-powered 
squad Team Mugen. This is the same team 
that formerly ran Red Bull juniors Pierre 
Gasly, Dan Ticktum and Pato O’Ward. 
Meanwhile, Lawson’s fellow F2 ace Theo 
Pourchaire is in the frame to replace 
Formula E-bound Sacha Fenestraz at 
Kondo Racing, and is expected to take part 
in next month’s rookie test at Suzuka. 

Marko also confirmed that Norwegian F2 
racer Dennis Hauger will be elevated to an 
F1 reserve role next year, alongside Lawson. 

Elsewhere in F2, FIA F3 star and Ferrari 
protege Ollie Bearman’s seat with Prema 
Racing — previously reported in Autosport 
— has been confirmed. “We were amazed 
by how quickly and successfully Ollie 
transitioned from F4 to F3,” said team boss 
Rene Rosin. “He is a really talented driver. 
We are confident he will improve with 
the support of our team and the FDA” 
ADAM COOPER & JAMIE KLEIN 


PIT + PADDOCK 


PENSKE TO BE HONOURED 


American motorsport legend Roger 
Penske will be honoured at the 
Autosport Awards on 4 December 
with a Gold Medal, given to those 
who leave a lasting legacy in the 
sport. Tributes to the 85-year-old, 
who this year became the first 
team owner to win the IndyCar and 
NASCAR titles in the same season, 
will be led by Sir Jackie Stewart, 

Gil de Ferran and Josef Newgarden. 


STARS RETURN TO THE EAST 


The international stars are beginning 
to return for the Macau GT Cup after 
the COVID era. Multiple Macau winner 
Edoardo Mortara will race an Audi 
among the GT3 field this weekend, 
while GT World Challenge Europe king 
Raffaele Marciello and Maro Engel 

are among the Mercedes line-up. 


CORE CLOSES ITS DOORS 


CORE Autosport, which ran Porsche’s 
factory GT Le Mans campaigns in the 
IMSA SportsCar Championship in 
2014-20, is ceasing operations. The 
closure of the South Carolina-based 
team follows the decision of owner 
Jon Bennett to retire from the cockpit 
after winning the IMSA LMP3 title 

this year with Colin Braun. 


SIMON ARRON 1961-2022 


We were desperately saddened 

to hear of the death last week of 
respected journalist and sometime 
Autosport contributor Simon Arron at 
the age of 61. Arron joined Motoring 
News in 1982 and became feted for 
his coverage of Formula 3000, in 
which he was almost ever-present 
from 1985-2004. He was part of the 
F1 media pack for many years, but 
derived as much - if not more - joy 
from clubbies. Arron was unique in his 
ability to pack cold facts, hard-hitting 
opinion, gleeful irreverence and 
arcane whimsy into one beautifully 
crafted sentence. He is survived by 
son Tom (MotorSport Vision media 
chief) and daughter Lucy, to whom 
we extend our sympathies. 
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ROUND 22/22 
F1 ABU DHABI GRAND PRIX PREVIEW 


LENGTH 3.281 miles NUMBER OF LAPS 58 
DRS DETECTION 6 


DRS DETECTION 


2021 FASTEST QUALIFIER POLE LAP RECORD RACE LAP RECORD 
Max Verstappen 1m22.109s Max Verstappen 1m22.109s (2021) Max Verstappen 1m26.103s (2021) 


UK START TIMES TYRE ALLOCATION 


HARD MEDIUM SOFT 


INTERMEDIATE WET 


Friday 18 November 


Vv v Vv 
FP1 1000 FP2 1300 
Saturday 19 November O O O O O 
FP3 1030 
QUALIFYING 1400 C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 


Sunday 20 November CHAMPIONSHIP POSITIONS 
RACE 1300 


4 n 
CATCH THE RACE LIVE Drivers Constructors CLP : 
SKY SPORTS F1 1 Verstappen 429 1 Red Sul 719 i cecond placer . — : E 
BBC RADIO 5 LIVE 2 Leclerc 290 2 Ferrari 524 ‘ 5. 

3 Perez 290 3 Mercedes 505 S 

HIGHLIGHTS 4 Russell 265 4 Alpine 167 2 
CHANNEL 4 1730 5 Hamilton 240 5 McLaren 148 ——— 6 

RACE STATS 
Previous winners a eee § Points tallies 
Fisichella’s Ferrari was the Se — SY . 

2021 Max Verstappen Red Bull SP lowest qualitier forthe —— o ys no pepport Hamilton 244 
2020 MaxVerstappen -— Red Bull F first Abu Dhabi GP, in 2009 Vettel 153 
2019 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes Verstappen 106 
2018 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes Bottas 103 
2017 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes Alonso 63 
2016 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes Ricciardo 62 
2015 Nico Rosberg Mercedes Perez 44 
2014 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes Sainz 32 
2013 Sebastian Vettel Red Bull Leclerc 22 
2012 KimiRaikkonen Lotus Albon 20 
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Preparing for a rematch? 


Was the Verstappen/Hamilton clash a harbinger of what’s to come in 2023, a repeat 


of last year’s bruising battle? Here’s hoping we can keep the drama, but not the strife 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


mola 2021, Silverstone 2021, Monza 2.021, Jeddah 
2021 and now Interlagos 2022. At the venue where 
I they also clashed controversially but didn’t actually 
make contact last year, Max Verstappen and Lewis 
Hamilton collided yet again. Ina race packed with 
storylines thanks to George Russell’s maiden Formula 1 win and 
team-mate wars across the grid, this was surely the headline act. 

This Verstappen/Hamilton crashis also anotable one on 
that list — along with Imola, which must be included even if not 
as spectacular as the rest because they did touch and one car, 
Hamilton’s, ended up damaged. Last weekend’s was interesting 
because, even though the stewards said the Dutchman was 
“predominantly at fault” really it was both of them. 

Hamilton turned in for Turn 2 with his wheels ahead at the apex, 
where the collision occurred, because hismomentum onthe inside 
line through Turn 1 had taken him back past the Red Bull, which had 
swooped around on the outside at the safety car restart but not 
stayed ahead — important and understandable factors in why the 
stewards ruledas they did. But Verstappen’s Turn 1attack had 
brought him significantly alongside the Mercedes. This is another 
key part of the 2022 racing guidelines, which determine that in 
such circumstances the attacking driver shouldbe granted room. 

Given the impact it had on both their races, especially 
Verstappen’s, as he fell to17th after repairs (Hamilton tumbled to 


“This was surely confirmation 
that Verstappen races Hamilton 
differently to any other driver” 


eighth without a service), aracing incident being declared would 
have been the best approach. In all their other crashes, one driver 
has mainly been at fault and was sanctioned appropriately — bar 
Imola, which was also on the limit of acceptability. This was surely 
confirmation that Verstappen races Hamilton differently to any 
other driver. Perhaps it’s because he recognises they are inaclass 
of twoas the best drivers on the grid, evenina year when Charles 
Leclerc has shown potential to join them and Hamilton has made 
major mistakes. Verstappen didn’t need to make the move in the 
manner and moment he did with the whole race ahead. 

He wouldn’t be the first driver seeking to make an era-changing 
statement with their racing against rivals. And there was a steadfast 
refusal to cede ground that wasn’t visible with his early 2022 battles 
against Leclerc. Stacked against that is Verstappen’s knowledge that 


the title battle then wasn’t won (but Imola 2021 was race two of that 
campaign) and his needlessly aggressive defence against Mick 
Schumacher at Silverstone. The moment also bears a striking 
resemblance to Verstappen’s crash with Esteban Ocon at the same 
corner — with the Red Bullon the left that time — that so incensed 
him. Plus, in the sprint, Russell showed it was possible to make an 
outside Turn1 pass, back off with the car ahead (Verstappen again) 
forcefully holding its line, then attack successfully later. 

But it appears from the outside that Hamilton may have been 
sending a message too. It differed from Silverstone 2021 in that 
there he just could not afford to back down given the pre-race 
points standings, but here, with nothing to lose other thana 
victory shot, Hamilton was content to pay that price. He also 
showed a Verstappen-like determination in turning in as he did. 
And, for the neutral, it was captivating drama. For the partisan, 
inevitably, the‘other guy’ was at fault. 

This race and the clash it contained also raised hopes for 2023 — 
much needed given Red Bull’s dominant march tothe two titles this 
year. This mainly centres on Mercedes’ performance in Brazil and 
Mexico. The circumstances did flatter the team a touch at Interlagos 
— Red Bull got things wrong on tyre life with just a single practice 
session to prepare on the final sprint weekend of the year, according 
to suggestions made by Red Bull boss Christian Horner. And 
although sectors one and three are lengthy acceleration zones, 
the track layout meant Red Bull’s top-speed prowess couldn’t be 
brought to bear. But there’s no doubt that Mercedes has made the 
W232 faster. The car is lighter and is producing more downforce. And 
the hope nowis that F1 will get a three-way fight for the title in 2023. 

So, if Mercedes really is back and can leapfrog Ferrari to be 
Red Bull’s closest challenger next year, F1is surely set for a2021 
rematch. Ferrari can’t be written off, but several 2022 weaknesses 
arose again last weekend. If‘F12021: The Sequel’is coming, we 
know Verstappen won’t change. He demonstrated his iron will 
again in the late-race team orders controversy with Sergio Perez. 
It’sakey part of his success. 

Hamilton still could, however. His experience from losing the 
2.016 title means he won’t risk retiring inacrash ifhe thinks atitle 
will be onthe line eventually. It served him well in the past until he 
had to reply at Copse last year. But, might he be out to send another 
message to Verstappen based on his fighting-talk statements from 
2.022’s pre-season and what we saw last weekend? If so, surely 
another early-season clashis likely. Ideally, that won’t happen and 
F1 will have aclean, close and candid title fight between two F1 greats, 
with Leclerc’s speed and Ferrari’s legend thrown in. That wouldbe 
aspectacle to eclipse 2021, not just replay it.4¥ 


© P18 SAo PAULO GP REPORT 
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Building on a great year for 2023 


The British Touring Car title contender and BRDC SuperStar is as hungry 


as ever for next year and wants to learn from his 2022 season 


JAKE HILL 


his year has been incredible and I have loved 

every second of it. It’s been the biggest pleasure 

T to be with West Surrey Racing, and to have the 
continued support from MB Motorsport alongside 
the deal with RokiT. It has been my dream drive 

to bein this car, with this team, and these people around me. 

I felt totally at home with the BMW 330eM Sport immediately, 
but the lack of testing due to the hybrid problems that everyone 
had pre-season, especially me for some reason, meant I didn’t fully 
understand the car froma set-up point of view, although I could 
drive it really well. There were a few things missing andI think 
I then overdrove to compensate for that in the first half of the 
season. We went to Snetterton for the two-day tyre test and1 
figured out alot of stuff with the car and adapted it a little bit more 
to my driving style. With that, I was able to calm down and I think 
I scored the most points of anyone in the second half of the year. 

A particular highlight was getting my first pole position on my 
first outing with the team at Donington Park. That was pretty 
special and suchacool thing to do on your first drive with WSR. 
Other than that, I think Silverstone as a whole was a highlight, 
because we were in a spot of bother with my engineer, Craig Porley, 
not being there and being in hospital. That meant that we were on 
the back foot at the circuit that I feared the most, as I didn’t think 
we were going to be competitive, and it turned out to be the 
complete opposite — it was one of our strongest circuits, only 


“It didn’t work, but I managed to 
go to sleep that night knowing I 
did everything I possibly could” 
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second to Knockhill. The Knockhill win was great. I loved it, but 
I think the reason I say Silverstone was the surprise element of it. 

I drove some amazing cars outside of the BTCC. Getting to 
race the Panoz LMPo7 car at Spain the night was an unbelievable 
memory, something that will stay with me forever. I drove my 
first F1 car this year at the Goodwood V10 demo, the 1993 
Footwork FA14, which was super-special. I’ve had some brilliant 
historic races this year and driven some amazing cars, sol am 
very grateful to Ric Wood, John Danby and Simon Watts for 
trusting me and asking me back. 

It’s been abig honour to be onthe BRDC SuperStars programme 
as well. Somany amazing drivers have been on it over the years 
and to be one of those, for three years, that’s pretty cool. I’m just 
massively honoured. It’s awesome to have the support of the 
British Racing Drivers’Club and everything that comes withit. 
We did some really cool events — my favourite was probably the one 
at St George’s Park, the home of England’s football teams. It was 
hard work as we did quite a lot of training and it was pretty tiring, 
especially as it was one of the hottest days of the year, but Ilovedit. 

Overall, ’m super-happy with top three in the championship. 

It could have easily been second, but I was there to win, I wasn’t 
there to finish second, so second or third didn’t make any 
difference to me. knew [had second in the bagif Ijust stayed 
where I was in the final race at Brands Hatch, but I didn’t care about 
that. It didn’t even cross my mind. If Tom [Ingram] had broken 
down on that last lap or something had happened to him and he 
had retired, if ]hadn’t passed Ash [Sutton], he would have won the 
championship. I had to try because you never know what’s going 
to happen. It didn’t work, but I managed to goto sleep that night 
knowing that I did everything I possibly could. 

I think we can improve by having a better first half of the year, 
simple as that. I really do believe I did everything I couldin the 
second half, and 1am proud of myself for that. I’m my worst and 
hardest critic, and even though I believe I did a goodjob in the 
second half of the season, I think everyone would probably tend to 
agree the first half was a bit sloppy. There are certain areas with the 
set-up of the car that Ijust didn’t understand, and overdrove, made 
mistakes, and got in some fights I shouldn’t have. ’minamuch 
better place now and ifIcan just carry forward where I finished 
off, [think we’re going to be in a fantastic place for next year. 

I don’t think there’s any risk of being out ofa seat. We’ve just got 
to try and get the contracts done with RoKiT and MB Motorsport. 
Ireally want to drive for the team again. There’s nowhere else that 
I’drather be and, frankly, ifI can’t drive for WSR then I’m not that 
interested in doing touring cars anymore. I want to doit right and 
for me it’s the place to do that. I’m feeling really good about it and 
hopefully we can get the deal across the line in the next few weeks. ¥ 
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I fully understand Fi drivers have to be ultra-competitive but, with the championship 


won, surely a true champion should be prepared to give back to his team and team-mate 


PETER YARNOLD 


Verstappen reverts to questionable tactics 
Great weekend for Mercedes spoiled by Max Verstappen 
reverting to his questionable driving tactics when Lewis 
Hamilton appears alongside him. 

All season with Mercedes not being competitive we have seen 
Max in close combat with Ferrari and other teams, and we saw 
him driving fairly and even back out of some tight manoeuvres. 
At Sao Paulo we saw both Ferraris get past Max cleanly, so one has 
to ask, why is it Max has to resort to such tactics when it’s Lewis? 

Also, it is obvious Maxis not ateam player, defying team 
orders to let Sergio Perez past and help secure a second place 
for Sergio in the championship. 

I fully understand Fi drivers have to be ultra-competitive but, 
with the championship won, surely a true champion should be 
prepared to give back to his team and team-mate, who without 
a doubt has driven shotgun for Max very effectively this season. 
Peter Yarnold 
Dorset 


Accept the opinions of others 
Max Verstappen complaining about people being disrespectful, 
again? He took umbrage at Sky Sports F1’s Ted Kravitz suggesting 


Lewis Hamilton might have been‘tobbed’of the 2021 
world championship — the fact of the matter is, he was. 
That’s not to say Max robbed him. He deserved the title 
after his performance last season but, the point is, so did 
Hamilton. Moreover, Hamilton had him beaten in the 
deciding race until the race director’s actions robbed him 
of victory. Max took full advantage, as you might expect. 
He took the title and, unfortunately, now has to accept 
the opinions of others and I’d suggest the majority will say 
Hamilton was robbed. It was always going to be that way. 
Rob Howe 
By email 


Is it up to bosses to bury the hatchet? 

There’s alot been said by Red Bull regarding the comments 
made by Sky F1 commentator Ted Kravitz — this appears 
to have been taken out of context and the full comment 
not being listened to. 

Sky is accused of‘stirring up’and being anti-Red Bull and 
creating a lot of social media‘poison} but really the two people 
who can defuse this are Christian Horner and Toto Wolff. [have 
huge respect for these two, but they are the ones continually 
having a go at each other in front of the pundits — ifthey 
stopped this then the ‘hatred’ might cool down. 

Ihave met Ted on many occasions andhe is one of the nicest, 
most knowledgeable and most approachable guys you will 
ever meet. Everyone is entitled to their opinion as well... 
Norman AJ Grant 
By email 


Verstappen won 2021 championship - get over it 
When will the Lewis Hamilton luvvies get over the fact that 
Max Verstappen won the 2021 world championship fair and 
square? Strongest driver over the year, most wins and best team 
tactics when it mattered. Iam sure that Lewis, undoubtedly one 
of the best drivers of his generation, has already done so. 

Bill Warden 

By email 


Have your say, get in touch 
Autosport editorial @ Si el Fi GS 
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Russell and crew | 
celebrate restoring 
Mercedes to winning 
ways after 10 months 
of struggle 


SBLOXHAM 


— 


FORMULA 1 


RUSSELL WINS MAGIC DAY 
FOR MERCEDES 


It’s been a torrid season for the Silver Arrows, lifted dramatically by 
George Russell leading home Lewis Hamilton for an emotional 1-2 


MATT KEW 
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Russell makes 
a strong start, 
before Ricciardo/ 
Magnussen clash 
brings out the 
safety car 


ewis Hamilton was at a bit of a loss. When asked 

to pinpoint quite where the Mercedes turn of speed 

that enabled team-mate George Russell to lead a 

1-2 last weekend had come from, he didn’t really 

know. What he had instead was a “strange feeling’, 

a hunch that Red Bull and Ferrari had in fact taken 
a backwards step for the Brazilian Grand Prix. But was he right? 
Did the Silver Arrows step up a gear or its rivals regress? Inevitably, 
the truth sat somewhere in between. 

The Mercedes W13 debuted its final upgrade package of the season 
in the United States last month. With the car sporting tweaked 
wings and a revised floor, Hamilton was able to threaten for victory, 
but only after a disastrous 11-second pitstop for Max Verstappen. 

Then, in Mexico, it was more meritocratic. Both Mercs were in the 
mix before a conservative switch to hard tyres and the call not to 
split strategies seemed to scupper hopes of getting off the mark in 
the first year of the modern ground-effects era. Time was rapidly 
running out for the team to satisfy its repeated pre-summer-break 
declaration that, despite all the porpoising and drag, it could win 
a race in 2022. But the eight-time constructors’ champion finally 
saved face at Interlagos to extend the recent run of positive races. 
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As Russell alluded after winning the Saturday sprint contest, 
beyond the aero tweaks, he and Hamilton are now driving a “slimmer” 
car. Team boss Toto Wolff, who likely regrets not flying to Brazil as 
part of a slightly reduced schedule, says the strife earlier this season 
put Mercedes “eight to 10” months behind with its development 
programme as it sought to fully troubleshoot the car. Since cutting 
the kilos has played a major role in Verstappen’s and Red Bull’s 
imperious form, it holds up that a delayed but lighter W13 could well 
have created the recent gains. And while the budget cap offers some 
constraints, losing the weight doesn’t fall under the Aerodynamic 
Testing Regulations that limit windtunnel time. Therefore, it’s a 
lower-hanging fruit for the Brackley design office to pick. 

Circuit type has also played a defining factor in the Three- 
Pointed Star’s upward trajectory. The thin air that came with 
the high altitude of Mexico City helped mask the W13’s lingering 
drag, while the lower speeds of the twisting Autodromo Jose 
Carlos Pace did similarly this time around. Combine the aero and 
lightweight tweaks with favourable tracks, and Russell reckoned 
the car has now improved by “well over a second” compared to 
how it rolled out for round one in Bahrain back in late March. 

Those were the Mercedes improvements, but it was also true 


~ Leclerc into a spin 


to say that Red Bull endured arguably its least competitive round 
of the term last weekend. From the early laps of FP1, Verstappen 
was complaining of understeer — his least favourite trait in a car. 
It was this washing wide with an RB18 that was rumoured to be as 
much as 20kg over the minimum 798kg weight limit that enabled 
Sergio Perez to run the two-time champion so close in the early 
races. That bad habit was back last weekend. What’s more, owing 
to the sprint weekend format, after FP2 the cars were locked 
under parc ferme conditions to leave the engineers largely limited 
to front-wing tweaks to bring the handling back to Verstappen’s 
liking, which they struggled to do. 

Ferrari at least got noticeably better as the Brazilian event wore 
on. Carlos Sainz was down to serve a five-place grid penalty for 
the main event on Sunday as a legacy of requiring his fifth internal 
combustion engine of the season. Then, the foolish decision to send 
Charles Leclerc out on intermediate tyres for Q3 not only ruined his 
session, but also hurt his team-mate when the Spaniard was held 


~ Norris had knuckles | 
rapped for nerfing Ned 
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SAO PAULO GP 


QUALIFYING 


Praise be that sense prevailed, and the sprint weekend 
rules were amended for this year. Otherwise, under the 
2021 wording that snubbed Friday qualifying, one of the 
great Formula 1 upsets would not garner the recognition 
it deserves. Now, though, the annals of motorsport history 
will indisputably show that Kevin Magnussen scored his 
and the Haas team’s maiden top-flight pole at Interlagos. 

A shower was forecast to wreak havoc in Q3. Accordingly, 
the Dane - recalled to replace ousted Russian Nikita Mazepin 
on the eve of the season - was released early to head the 
queue at the pit exit. As conditions deteriorated, that clear 
road proved decisive. Magnussen flew immediately to a 
1m11.674s. Carlos Sainz was next over the line but 0.7 
seconds down on his fellow Ferrari-powered racer. Then 
came Max Verstappen, but he’d clipped the painted line 
into Turn 8 and locked up at 


a cost of 0.28. When George “MAGNUSSEN’S 
Russell did similar at Turn 4 CREW WATCHED THE 


and beached his Mercedes in 


the gravel to bring out the CLOCK INTENTLY 

red flags after snatching UNTIL THEY WERE 

ounce CERTAIN HE WAS 
THE POLESITTER” 


for something special. 

The rain had already 
made itself known when the session resumed with eight 
minutes to go. No one was improving. Magnussen’s crew 
watched the clock intently until they were certain he was 
the world championship’s 106th polesitter. 

Charles Leclerc, meanwhile, had fallen victim to the latest 
Ferrari strategy blunder. The gamble to start the shootout 
on intermediate tyres backfired. He slithered everywhere 
and delayed the chasing slick-shod Sergio Perez. With the 
Monegasque propping up the order and Perez down in 
ninth, it left the top 10 looking a little Haas about face. 
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behind the sister F1-75, which was really little more than a 

rolling roadblock. Also, race simulations in practice indicated 

that Ferrari had been too optimistic in declaring its 2022 Mexico 
nadir to be a one-off. The red cars were several tenths adrift across 
tyre compounds. But the green shoots of a recovery were emerging. 
Sainz had deposed Verstappen in the sprint and kept Hamilton 

at bay, while Leclerc recovered to sixth place. 

Those elements considered, this looked by some way to be 
Mercedes’ best chance of ending its drought. And that was even 
before Russell and his stablemate took their places on the front 
row of the grid, both having acknowledged that they would work 
together and split their strategies if required to deliver the spoils. 

Russell launched expertly on his soft tyres to run clear of 
Hamilton, with the seven-time champion well ahead of the second- 
row Red Bulls to maintain a team 1-2 for the cascade through the 
Senna esses. With Lando Norris hooking up beautifully out of his 
grid slot to immediately demote highest-placed medium-tyred 
starter Leclerc, the RB18s instead had a McLaren to worry about. 
Perez fairly shut the door on the Brit. That left Norris to trip over 
the inside kerbs at Turn 1 as Verstappen dropped four car lengths 
back to Hamilton before a first-lap safety car was deployed. The 
intervention owed itself to Daniel Ricciardo clipping the rear of 
Friday qualifying superstar Kevin Magnussen to pitch the Haas 
into a spin. But as the Dane rolled backwards, he collected the 


Stewards reckoned Verstappen 
m carried bulk of the blame 
for clash with Hamilton 


re 
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guilty Australian to fire him into the barriers. 

With a scattering of wheels, carbonfibre and advertising boards 
for the marshals to clean up, the green flags didn’t return until the 
end of lap six. But when the safety car did peel in, Russell managed 
the restart cutely. He weaved his way up the main straight to 
maintain tyre temperature before stamping on the accelerator as 
he drew level with the central reservation denoting the start of 
the pitlane. The Red Bulls reacted better than Hamilton, with 
Verstappen straight away having to check his pace to avoid 
nudging the Mercedes that had wandered across the racing line. 

With Perez gaining a double tow to consider a lunge on the inside, 


“ALL | THOUGHT WAS THAT THE CAR 
WOULD HAVE TO RETIRE. | DEFINITELY 
THOUGHT | HAD A PUNCTURE” 


Verstappen opted for the outside line to demote the Mercedes. 
But as the track snaked to the right and Hamilton briefly edged 
half a car length back ahead, the fierce 2021 championship rivals 
collided. The RB18’s front-left corner collected the Silver Arrow 
when Hamilton steered to the right to make the apex. Verstappen 
came off poorer with his front wing badly torn up, while Hamilton 
took to the runoff and feared the worst as he slipped to eighth. 

“All I thought in that moment was that the car would have to 
retire,” he said. “I was driving across the grass, back onto the track, 
and all I could think of was how can I get back to giving the team 
that incredible [1-2] result... I definitely thought I had a puncture. 

I could definitely feel the rear didn’t feel as stable as it had done 
prior to that. But I managed to make changes on my steering 
wheel and kind of reconfigured the balance.” 

For his role in the spill, Verstappen was handed a five-second 
penalty after pitting for medium tyres and a new wing. The stewards 
reckoned he carried too much speed and was “predominantly at fault’; 
while noting Hamilton might have left more room. Verstappen, 
unsurprisingly, held a firmer view. He said: “There was zero intention 
to leave me space.” It was a debatable decision from the FIA. But 
the similar punishment that Norris was about to earn was anything 
but. Through Turn 7, while battling with Leclerc, the McLaren 
pedestrianly understeered into the side of the Ferrari to pitch it 
spinning into the outside wall. Leclerc was able to resume to prevent >> 
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wouldn’t last long - and he 


forgot to savour the moment A 
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How long could Kevin Magnussen 
resist Max Verstappen? That was 
the question ahead of the third 
and final sprint race of the 2022 
campaign. Understandably, after 
winning nine of the 10 previous 
grands prix, the second-starting 
Red Bull was the white-hot 
favourite. Passing an out-of- 
position Haas would surely bea 
matter of course, and few were 
anticipating that Mercedes was 
about to end its barren run. 
Magnussen was afforded some 
breathing space as he launched on 
soft tyres, while only Verstappen 
and Nicholas Latifi opted for 
mediums. With the Red Bull 
needing that bit longer to put 
heat into its rubber, the unlikely 
polesitter pulled out a small gap 
- albeit Magnussen later conceded 
he “forgot to really enjoy” his time 
in first. Russell used his red-walled 
Pirellis to good effect, too. He had 
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a look around the outside into 
Turn 1 and then challenged 
Verstappen through the second 
sector on lap two of 24. But up the 
hill to the timing line, the Honda 
engine came on song to clear the 
Mercedes and allow the two-time 


champion to dive past Magnussen. 


Verstappen had survived the 
critical phase on harder tyres, 
answered the original question, 
and escaped DRS range to Russell, 
who outdragged the Haas (which 
eventually slid to eighth) on the 
main ‘straight’ for second. 

At half-distance, tyres were 
beginning to drop off. But not 
the theoretically less durable 
softs. It was Verstappen who 
was struggling. He would say: 
“Somehow, the mediums didn’t 
last at all. We had no pace... 
| was eating the tyres alive.” 

That permitted Russell to close 
for an exhilarating duel that 


Russell battled 


SBLOXHAM 


could be savoured. 

He tried to sweep around the 
outside through the downhill 
plunge of the Senna esses. Then 
on the back straight, Russell 
combined the DRS and a tow to 
run wheel-to-wheel with the Red 
Bull. Verstappen braked later to 
retain the lead but was clearly 
under pressure. Lap 13 was almost 
a carbon copy before Alex Albon 
parked his Williams as a legacy of 
running over debris. The yellow 
flags were waved, and Mercedes 
instructed its driver not to spend 
the battery in case of a safety car. 
That gave Verstappen some 
respite before the tussle with 
Russell hit its climax. 

On lap 15, the Red Bull 
struggled to get the power down 
out of the opening sequence. 
With Russell nailing his exit, he 
slipstreamed past Verstappen 
definitively before the braking 
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Mercedes’ barren run ends 
with 1-3 sprint finish 


zone into Turn 4. He didn’t look 
back, scarpering off to the spoils 
by 4s. “We were confident we 
could finish second, and we 
thought Max would probably have 
quite an easy run,” reckoned 
Russell. “We knew if we weren’t 
ahead of him at Turn 1, it was 
going to be very difficult. Max has 
got nothing to lose. So, he was 
going to be driving aggressively. 
But definitely, it was pleasing to 
get the move done.” 

With Verstappen’s mediums 
now shredded, Carlos Sainz 
was next to pounce. As he came 
across the nose of the Red Bull to 
cement second place, though, he 
nicked its front wing to leave the 
Dutchman in real trouble. Lewis 
Hamilton subsequently stormed 
past as Verstappen limped home 
10.5s down on Russell and, in five 
laps, he dropped 6s to his bitter 
2021 title rival to finish fourth. 
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a second swift safety car before stopping for mediums also. 

While some of the major players were in the wars, Russell neatly 
led Perez by 1.5s and was quite content on the soft C4 tyres. Despite 
the considerable rise in temperatures since the sprint race, the stellar 
Mercedes car balance and tyre preservation hadn’t been upset. That 
left the Brit to calmly tell the pitwall to leave him out as he found 
another 2s over the Mexican. Meanwhile, Hamilton had picked off 
Sebastian Vettel, used DRS to demote Norris, and then gained third 
when Sainz pitted on lap 17 for soft tyres after a visor tear-off 
caused his right-rear brake duct to overheat and billow smoke. Now 


“ON THE IN-LAP, ALL THESE MEMORIES 
FLOODED BACK — STARTING OFF WITH 
MY MUM AND DAD IN GO-KARTING...” 


in clear air, Hamilton closed on Perez to the tune of four tenths per 
lap. Red Bull responded by popping its driver onto medium rubber 
in a rapid 2s stop. But the pitcrew’s fine work went unrewarded, 
as Perez resumed just behind Valtteri Bottas and was massively 
delayed by the Alfa Romeo. 
Despite Russell’s readiness to stay put, a window of opportunity 
had now presented itself to Mercedes. With Perez compromised by 
a slow out-lap, the team reacted by calling in the leader next time 
around on lap 24 for his switch to mediums, which placed Hamilton 
on his starting soft tyres into the lead by just over 10s. But he 
toured a second per lap slower than Russell as the true power of the 
undercut began to make itself known. That left Hamilton to pit on lap 
29 for a 3.3s change to mediums. He resumed in fourth behind Sainz. 
As the late afternoon sun began to dip, conditions started to cool. 
While Mercedes had not suffered in the heat, certainly the cars 
looked to thrive on the mediums as the temperatures fell. Russell was 
o.6s per lap quicker than the Red Bulls to build his advantage to 8s. 
Hamilton was faster still to close on Perez. A sterling run through 
the first three corners gave him momentum into Turn 4 on lap 44. 
Perez had him covered initially but then, equipped with DRS and a 
slipstream, the Silver Arrow could outdrag the Red Bull up the main 
straight to reclaim second place and restore a potential Mercedes 1-2. 
Clearly fighting a losing battle, Perez was stopped for some more 


DRS DETECTION 


MAUGER 
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Sainz was left to it 
by Ferrari to claim Ss 
final podium spot Hy _ 


medium boots on lap 47. Although he came back out behind Sainz 
in fourth, this potential undercut left Mercedes to cover off any 
threat for the final stint. Hamilton notably protested the decision 
before pitting. He lost out to Sainz, whose medium tyres were now 
12 laps old, while Russell rejoined a slender 1.1s ahead of the Ferrari 
before a virtual safety car period. 

McLaren recorded a double retirement when Norris parked up 
with an electrical glitch, which created a window for Sainz to come 
in for a cheaper pitstop and take on a set of scrubbed soft tyres for 
the closing 18 laps. Then the full safety car was sent out again to 
bunch up the field. As the lapped runners (bar Yuki Tsunoda, owing 
to a systems glitch) were allowed back past, and Hamilton clocked 
that some of the cars behind were on fresher rubber, he’d have been 
forgiven for having a 2021 Abu Dhabi flashback. “Shoot, guys,” 


he radioed. “We’ve got people with brand-new tyres behind us!” 

He needn’t have worried too much, though. At the restart, Russell 
repeated his earlier work by pinning the throttle when in line with 
the pit entry. Hamilton was wise to it this time and went with his 
team-mate. As both W13s pulled clear of Perez, who was forced to 
robustly defend against Sainz, Russell soon joined the grand prix 
winners’ circle as he crossed the line 1.5s clear. 

He duly teared up: “I’m speechless. On the in-lap, all of these 
memories come flooding back — starting off with my mum and dad 
in go-karting, all the support I’ve had from the rest of my family, 
my girlfriend, my trainer, my manager. The likes of Gwen [Lagrue, 
Mercedes driver development advisor] who gave me the opportunity 
to get on the programme with Mercedes, and James Vowles [chief 
strategist] and Toto. I can’t thank them enough.” 

Russell might have been crying even sooner had Mercedes not 
elected to keep it a secret that his car had sprung a water leak. “It 
wasn’t clear that we could actually make it to the end,” said Wolff, 
who was working remotely. “We all agreed we’re going to let him 
drive to the end even without water, on whatever was there to 
cool it, and just try to finish the race.” 

Had the team result not taken absolute priority, Hamilton might 
have taken the fight to Russell. They were, after all, free to race. But 
he would drop out of DRS range and barely break a sweat for the run 
to the flag. Perhaps this was to avoid any contention and help his 
car by dropping out of the dirty air. It was, therefore, a much more 
harmonious camp at Mercedes than at rival teams. 

With Leclerc desperate to reclaim second in the points, he 
continued his weekend-long string of irate radio messages as 
he pleaded for Sainz to drop back and hand over third spot. But 
Ferrari left the pair to it, and Sainz was never told to move over 
to complete the podium a further 2.5s down on Hamilton. 

Even then, that had nothing on the Red Bull dispute. On the 
slower medium tyres for the final stint, Perez didn’t put up any kind 
of fight against Verstappen. The Dutchman insisted he have a crack 
at the Ferraris. But when they were firmly out of reach, he ignored 
the instruction to hand the place back to help his team-mate secure 
his runner-up spot in the championship. It “shows who he really is’, 
said Perez on the cooldown lap. He soon added: “After all I’ve done 
for him [playing a pivotal role in both of Verstappen’s coronations 
on the day], it’s a bit disappointing. I’m really surprised” 

Verstappen, meanwhile, would only state a vague “I had my reasons” 


SAO PAULO GP 


Relief and joy mixed 
as full vent given to 
feelings at Mercedes 


ETHERINGTON 


Perez is about to allow 
Verstappen past but won’t 
have the favour returned... 


for not reversing the order. Ostensibly, those relate to qualifying for 
the Monaco GP, when Perez was accused of crashing on purpose to 
trump his team-mate. Regardless of Verstappen’s motives, perhaps 
it’s no coincidence that it all bubbled over on the first occasion that 
Mercedes truly had the better of its Milton Keynes opposer in 2022. 

The favourable nature of the circuit and a decidedly off-colour 
weekend for Red Bull certainly elevated Mercedes at Interlagos. 
A return to the more typical competitive order seen throughout 
this season is more likely for the Abu Dhabi finale. Nevertheless, 
Russell heading a 1-2 after such a torrid 10 months reflects how 
relentlessly the Brackley operation has been chasing a revival. 

Now, though, Fi has been given a glimpse of the three-way battle 
that could unfold as early as next season. As such, it’ll be all hands on 
deck over the winter. In Hamilton’s words: “For a long, long time, we 
couldn’t really, truly understand what the problem was or how to fix 
it. It was difficult, because we kept trying and trying and trying and 
every time something new came, we still had the problems we had. 
So, this is really, really huge. We 
know where our North Star is, 
we know where we need to put 
all our efforts into this winter. 
I’m so proud of the team for all 
the incredible hard work. We 
wouldn’t be able to be up here 
today without them.” “¥ 
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McLAREN FACES 
UPHILL TASK TO 
DEFEAT ALPINE 


McLaren requires a massive 
points swing in the Abu 
Dhabi season finale if it is 
to beat Alpine to fourth in 
the 2022 constructors’ 
championship following its 
double retirement in Brazil. 

Lando Norris led the line 
after taking seventh in the 
sprint, elevated to sixth on the 
grid by Carlos Sainz’s latest 
Ferrari engine-change grid 
penalty, and made a great start to 
leap past Charles Leclerc. But 
that’s as good as it got for the 
Briton, who was penalised for 
knocking the Ferrari off just after 
the first safety car restart. The 
five-second penalty he served at 
his first pitstop dropped him 
back into the pack behind the 
Valtteri Bottas/Aston Martins/ 
Esteban Ocon battle (see right). 

Six laps after his second stop 
to go back to the soft tyres, after 
running the mediums in the 
middle phase, Norris lost drive 
heading into Turn 10 and retired 
with a loss of power that 
McLaren is yet to diagnose. 

McLaren’s chances of 
overcoming the 19-point gap 
to Alpine in Abu Dhabi this 
weekend have been additionally 
hampered by Daniel Ricciardo 
getting a three-place grid 
penalty for biffing Kevin 
Magnussen. When the spinning 
Haas rolled back and hit the 
McLaren on the opening lap, 
both cars were eliminated. 

“The biggest disappointment 
is that it was such a small 
touch, but it had massive 
consequences,” said Ricciardo, 
who got the only available seat 
in the medical car afterwards, 
meaning Magnussen was 
stranded in the infield for 
most of the race. 
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Another intra-team spat 
kicks off for Alonso and Ocon 


Alpine was another squad dogged by team- 
orders spats and apparently warring drivers 
in Brazil, with Fernando Alonso and Esteban 
Ocon coming to blows in the sprint race and 
the Frenchman reacting forcefully to a call 
in the GP to let his team-mate pass late on. 

The heated action at the blue squad 
kicked off at the sprint start, where the 
pair came close to touching through the 
opening turns and then did just that after 
Ocon squeezed Alonso’s outside line 
through the exit of Turn 4. 

The Spaniard slipped on the kerbs and 
speared briefly sideways into his team- 
mate’s floor before collecting his car. 
Then, as they raced onto the pit straight 
for the first time, Alonso clipped Ocon’s 
right rear as he tried to pass for sixth and 
had to pit for a new front wing, ruining his 
sprint. Ocon fell down the order in his 
damaged car, which caught fire in parc 
ferme due to a fuel leak. 

Both Alpine drivers made strong 


“TWAS PRETTY 
IMPRESSED AT HOW 
QUICKLY | STARTED 

CRYING” 


George Russell on his reaction to 
clinching his first career F1 win, his tears 
of joy flowing from the second corner 
after he’d passed the chequered flag 


progress in the GP, with Alonso on a bold 

three-stopper and his hope for a late 

second safety car coming to fruition. 

He ran ninth before the restart behind 

his team-mate, who angrily refused an 

instruction to immediately let Alonso past 

to fight Sebastian Vettel up ahead. Ocon 

insisted that he attack the Aston Martin 

first and then move aside, which he did. 
Alonso, now using fresh soft tyres taken 

during the second safety car, was then able 

to roar up to finish fifth behind Charles 

Leclerc. His position was a key reason why 

Ferrari could not acquiesce to Leclerc’s 

call for Carlos Sainz to move aside and 

cede third to aid his battle for second 

in the championship with Sergio Perez. 
But the Interlagos clashes with Ocon 

now rather overshadow Alonso’s exit 

from the team where he won his two 

world titles to head to Aston Martin. 

“T just want to go to Abu Dhabi and test 

the green car,” he said after the sprint. 


ETHERINGTON 


Review over 
safety car 
anomaly 


The FIA is set to review a Formula 1 timing 
system after an anomaly resulted in Yuki 
Tsunoda ending up last and the only 
lapped runner in the Brazilian race. 

An automated system introduced after 
the 2021 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, designed 
to register cars eligible to unlap themselves 
during a safety car, only identified Alex 
Albon and Nicholas Latifi after Tsunoda 
pitted on the first safety-car lap following 
Lando Norris’s late stoppage and briefly 
unlapped himself. This was because the 
AlphaTauri driver could push in the pitlane 
entrance and so passed the control line 
ahead of leader George Russell. 

The timing system registered Tsunoda’s 
unlapping and, even though he emerged in 
the queue behind Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz, it 
did not grant permission for him to pass 
when Albon and Latifi did. There was 
confusion when Tsunoda did initially pass 
Sainz, then let him back through and all the 
pack past at the restart, which cemented his 
finishing position but avoided a penalty. 
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Bottas beats Aston duo 
in crucial battle for points 


Valtteri Bottas pipped Lance Stroll 
and Sebastian Vettel at Interlagos, 
leaving the battle for sixth in the 
constructors’ championship finely 
poised at five points between 
Alfa Romeo and Aston Martin. 
It was Vettel who led the trio from 
the off following his ninth place 
in the sprint race. This had featured 
Stroll defending so outrageously 
against his team-mate as they ran 
down the second straight early on 
that he was given a 10-second penalty. 
After getting past Kevin Magnussen 
at the start of the GP, Vettel gained 
from crashes impacting Lewis 
Hamilton, Max Verstappen and 
Charles Leclerc, with the early 
stops for repairs for the last two also 
elevating Bottas and Stroll as they 
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battled in the pack with Esteban Ocon. 

Bottas’s stop on lap 24 helped him 
undercut Vettel, while Stroll, on the 
alternative strategy of starting on the 
medium-compound tyres, ran deeper. 
That left him on a late-race charge on 
the softs after the second round of 
stops, which included going from 15th 
to the final point and being waved past 
by Vettel, who was slightly aggrieved 
not to have the favour returned late 
on. Bottas fell behind the recovering 
Leclerc and Verstappen after the 
restart, with the Alpine drivers using 
their fresher rubber to power past 
too, but he edged Stroll by 1.0s. 

“We could have been even higher,” 
reflected Bottas. “But the safety car 
at the end didn’t really play in our 
favour. It left us exposed.” 


KEVIN _ we were quick all the 
MAGNUSSEN way through qualifying. 
HAAS DRIVER 


It just felt scary, because 

there was still time left - eight 
minutes. | couldn’t really see 
how much it had been raining 
when | got back in the garage. 
But we just managed the 
situation the best out of all the 
cars. | didn’t want anyone to 
go out on adry track again! 


going to be around P7/P8, which 
ended up being right. | didn’t 
want to lose any time when 
getting overtaken. 


Is this first pole as you 
dreamed it might be? 
No, | didn’t dream 
about pole position, | 
had no idea we would 
be in contention. Of 

course, it’s only conditions like 

those you can make such 

a difference and as a team 

to take all the right decisions. 


How did you react 

to claiming pole in 

Friday qualifying as 

the rain loomed in Q3? 

What a day. What a 
performance by the team. We 
nailed it. The guys in the garage 
and on the pitwall just nailed it, 
getting me out on track as the 
first car. That was really the 
gamechanger, to give me that 


What happened in the GP 
and the first-lap crash 

with Ricciardo? 

Our car has had great pace all 
week, but it is what it is. Daniel 
didn’t do it on purpose, which 
isn’t any help to us but we move 
on. We’re not always up where 
we have been this weekend so 
it’s ashame that we weren’t 
able to capitalise on that fully 
as we had great pace. 


How do you summarise your 
sprint race - taking eighth 

from pole? 

It was always going to be 
unrealistic to keep those guys 
behind and | didn’t even want to 
try because | knew the battle was 


How did you keep a lid on 
best piece of track. So l’ve just got celebrations during the Q3 


to thank them. Great car as well, red flag and restart in the rain? 
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SAO PAULO GP TECH 


DRAWING BOARD 


GIORGIO PIOLA 


MERC CHANGES COME TO FRUITION 


With Mercedes triumphant for the first time 
this season, the team’s progress over the past 
few rounds to cure some of the tricky W13’s ills 
finally have some tangible success attached 
to them. The achievement is magnified when 
it’s considered that there was only one true 
practice session to get the best out of the car 
ahead of qualifying, so it appears that the silver 
machinery was genuinely quick out of the box. 
There was a minor variation between 
cars, however, as George Russell ran with a 
marginally different rear-wing composition 


t 


to Lewis Hamilton. This seems to be part of 

a modular design with a removable panel 

to cover off the cut-out at the trailing edge, 
and Russell ran without that panel after FP1 
while Hamilton used it throughout the Brazil 
weekend. Including the panel positions the 
endplate corner is further up, and presumably 
offers a little extra downforce 

at the expense of a smidgen 
of added drag. But the 
differences appear minor, 
although Hamilton benefited 


SMALL FLICK-UP SHORTENED 


AFTER US GRAND PRIX 


REMOVABLE PANEL COVERS 
OFF TRAILING-EDGE CUT-OUT 


from a strong Mercedes package to battle 
back through the order after his clash with 
2021 arch-rival Max Verstappen. 

Mercedes’ evolution over the past few 
rounds has stemmed from its early toils in 
attempting to understand the conditions that 
triggered porpoising. Once that was found, the 

team could start working on 

finding performance, and the 
floor has undergone multiple 
changes as the team has no 
longer had to compromise on 
finding downforce gains at the 
expense of avoiding bouncing. 
The team has been able to work 
on the finer details now, with it 
shortening a tiny flick-up along the 
edge of the floor after Austin for the 
Mexico round last month. It seems that, 
after the floor changes for last year’s 
cars yielded the convergence towards 
‘Z-floor’ designs, where an exposed 
corner was created to promote the 
production of sealing vortices along 
the floor, Mercedes has seen fit to do 
So again. It’s interesting to see that 
among last year’s design compromises 
following the FIA’s cuts to the floor, 
this is an area that has been continued 
- even with the new style of floor 
designs ushered in for 2022. 
JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 
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RACE CENTRE SAO PAULO GP 


20 Tsunoda #22 a 18 Latifi #6 Se are. 16 Ocon #31 SS 14 Bottas #77 tier. 12 Schumacher #47 Ce 


v * v A v a v a v “ 


WEES. io Alboni23 Sree 17 Alonso, Qe sstroltis SRB. 13 zhous2, “Se 11 Ricciardo #3 


POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME 
1 Perez 1m11.853s 1 Ocon 1m14.604s 1 Magnussen 1m11.674s eee aie PTS Sioa Aine 
2 Leclerc 1m11.857s 2 Perez 1m14.788s 2  Verstappen 1m11.877s 1 Verstappen 429 1 1 
3 Verstappen 1m11.861s 3 Russell 1m14.916s 3 Russell 1m12.059s 2 Leclerc 290 1 1 
4 Sainz 1m12.039s 4 Alonso 1m15.049s 4 Norris 1m12.263s 3 Perez 290 1 1 
5 Hamilton 1m12.040s 5 Verstappen 1m15.098s 5 Sainz 1m12.357s 4 Russell 265 1 1 
6 Russell 1m12.055s 6 Hamilton 1m15.137s 6 Ocon 1m12.425s 5 Hamilton 240 2 3. 
7 Vettel 1m12.157s 7  Gasly 1m15.636s 7 Alonso 1m12.504s 6 Sainz 234 1 1 
8 Schumacher 1m12.314s 8 Schumacher 1m15.684s 8 Hamilton 1m12.611s 7 Norris 113 3 3 
9 Bottas 1m12.466s 9 Magnussen 1m15.815s 9 Perez 1m15.601s 8 Ocon 86 4 5 
10 Gasly 1m12.467s 10 Norris 1m15.851s 10 Leclerc notime 9 Alonso 81 5 2 
11 Alonso 1m12.554s 11 Sainz 1m15.856s QUALIFYING 2 10 Bottas 49 5 5 
12 Albon 1m12.633s 12 Tsunoda 1m15.865s 11 Albon 1m11.631s 11 vel. 26 S 2 
13 Ocon 1m12.705s 13 Leclerc 1m15.868s 12. Gasly 1m11.675s Eaeaiiceiends 38 2 S 
14 Stroll 1m12.759s 14 Ricciardo 1m15.994s 13 Vettel 1m11.678s Se eee ZS 2 a 
15 Norris 1m12.955s 15 Bottas 1m16.047s 14 Ricciardo 1m12.140s if Gasly 23 > a 
; 15 Stroll 14 6 7 
16 Magnussen 1m12.997s 16 Latifi 1m16.181s 15 Stroll 1m12.210s eee chionhan 12 6 6 
17 Latifi 1m13.019s 17 Stroll 1m16.263s QUALIFYING 1 17. Tsunoda 12 7 8 
18 Zhou 1m13.115s 18 Vettel 1m16.400s 16 Latifi 1m15.095s 18 zhou 6 8 9 
19 Tsunoda 1m13.347s 19 Zhou 1m16.468s 17 Zhou 1m15.197s 19 Albon 4 9 9 
20 Ricciardo 1m13.359s 20 Sargeant 1m16.480s 18 Bottas 1m15.486s 20 Latifi 2 9 10 
WEATHER Cloudy, air 24-27C track 41-48C | WEATHER Cloudy, air 27-30C track 43-50C 19 Tsunoda 1m16.264s 21 deVries 2 9 13 
20 Schumacher 1m16.361s 22 Hulkenberg 0 12 17 


WEATHER Rainy, air 19-20C track 23-25C 


CONSTRUCTORS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 


24 LAPS - 64.22 MILES a ET te 
2 Ferrari 524 
POS DRIVER FINISHTIME LED TYRE FASTEST LAPS f 
3 Mercedes 505 
1 Russell 30m11.307s_ 10 Sn 1m14.233s : 
. 4 Alpine 167 
2 Sainz +3.995s Sn 1m14.522s ie: aE 
3 Hamilton +4,492s Sn 1m14.317s : - rs 
55 
4  Verstappen +10.494s 12 Mn 1m14.507s = emeS 
7 Aston Martin 50 
5 Perez +11.855s Sn 1m14.699s ae a 
6 Leclerc +13.133s Sn 1m15.236s ‘ais : 
7 9 AlphaTauri 35 
7 Norris +25.624s Sn 1m15.380s eesce 
10 Williams 8 
8 Magnussen +28.7685 2 Sn 1m15.110s 
9 Vettel +30.218s Su 1m15.451s QUALIFYING BATTLE 
10 Gasly +34.170s Sn 1m15.290s Hamilton 11 8 Russell 
11 Ricciardo +39.395s Sn 1m15.385s Verstappen 17 3 Perez 
12 Schumacher +41.159s Sn 1m15.771s Leclerc 13 5 Sainz 
13 Zhou +41.763s Sn 1m15.765s Ricciardo iL 19 Norris 
14 Bottas +42,338s Sn 1m15.980s = Alonso 9 9 Ocon 
ae 
15 Tsunoda +50.306s Sn 1m16.413s cS) Gasly 11 8 Tsunoda 
16 Stroll +50.700s Su 1m15.425s a Vettel 12.7 ~«‘Stroll 
17 Ocon +51.756s Sn 1m16.097s WEATHER Sunny, air 22-23C track 31-34C Stroll 1 1 Hulkenberg 
18 Alonso +53.985s Sn 1m14.764s Latifi 7 17 Albon 
19 Latifi +1m16.850s Mn 1m16.525s WINNER’S AVERAGE SPEED 127.643mph Latifi 0 1 deVries 
: B FASTEST LAP AVERAGE SPEED 
R Albon 12 laps-hit debris Sn 1m15.998s 129.847mph Zhou 6 14 Bottas 
Magnussen 16 5 Schumacher 
SPEED TRAP (QUALIFYING) Wins Basedon01/02/03 
sessions. Sessionsignored 
Red Bull 207.8mph verstop pen a whenadrivercould notset 
AlphaTauri 204.8mph Leclerc 3 arepresentative lap time 
aes Perez 2 
Williams 203.7mph Russell 1 
Alpine 203.5mph ‘Sainz 1 FASTESTLAPS 
McLaren 203.1mph Verstappen 5 
POLE POSITIONS 
Aston Martin 202.1mph DETAR AGE useell . 
; Leclerc 9 Leclerc 3 
gael Aust 20 NOVEMBER Verstappen 6 Perez 3 
Mercedes 201.9mph ABU DHABI GP Sainz 3 Hamilton 2 
Haas 201.6mph Yas Marina Perez 1 Sainz D 
Alfa Romeo 187.0mph (203.2mph in GP) Russell 1 Norris 1 
Wa Magnussen 1 Zhou 1 
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STARTING GRID — 


10Gasly #10 RRR e s Magnussen #20 po 
v a v A 


9 Vettel #5 


Po 


7 Sainz #55 


v 


ROUND 21/22 71 LAPS - 190.06 MILES 


6 Norris #4 


ease 


4 Perez #11 


v 


Sere. 2Hamitton 1 Qe 
A v A 
@ ao 5 Leclerc #16 a 3 Verstappen #1 —— 1 Russell #63 


FASTEST LAPS 


POS DRIVER TEAM FINISHTIME LED TYRES POS DRIVER TIME GAP LAP 
1  GeorgeRussell (csr) Mercedes 1h38m34.044s 66 Sn, Mn, Su 1 Russell 1m13.785s - 61 
2  LewisHamilton (csr) Mercedes +1.529s 5 Sn, Mn, Su 2 Hamilton 1m13.942s +0.157s 63 
3. Carlos Sainz (Esp) Ferrari +4,051s Mn, Sn, Mn, Su 3 Sainz 1m13.953s +0.168s 65 
4 Charles Leclerc (mco) Ferrari +8.4415 Mn, Mn, Sn, Su 4 Alonso 1m14.164s +0.379s 62 
5 Fernando Alonso (Esr) Alpine-Renault +9,561s Mn, Mn, Mn, $n 5 Verstappen 1m14.195s +0.410s 64 
6 MaxVerstappen (nip) Red Bull +10.056s Sn, Mn, Su, Sn 6 Leclerc 1m14.253s +0.468s 63 
7 Sergio Perez (mex) Red Bull +14.080s Sn, Mn,Mn 7 Perez 1m14.283s +0.498s 62 
8 Esteban Ocon (FRA) Alpine-Renault +18.690s Sn, Mn, Su 8 Stroll 1m14.831s +1.046s 50 
9 Valtteri Bottas (Fin) AlfaRomeo-Ferrari +22.552s Su, Mn, Sn 9 Ocon 1m15.093s +1.308s 65 
10 Lance Stroll (can) Aston Martin-Mercedes +23.552s Mu, Mu, Su 10 Schumacher 1m15.251s +1.466s 63 
11 Sebastian Vettel (pEv) Aston Martin-Mercedes +26.183s Sn, Mu, Mu 11_sLatifi 1m15.327s +1.542s 59 
12 Zhou Guanyu (cHNn) Alfa Romeo-Ferrari +29.325s Su, Mn, Sn 12. Gasly 1m15.327s +1.542s 64 
13. MickSchumacher (Dev) Haas-Ferrari +29.899s Mn, Su, Su 13 Tsunoda 1m15.508s +1.723s 63 
14 Pierre Gasly (Fra) AlphaTauri-Red Bull +31.867s Sn, Mn, Su, Mn 14 Bottas 1m15.511s +1.726s 62 
15 Alexander Albon (THA) Williams-Mercedes +36.016s Hn, Mn, Mn, Mn 15 Vettel 1m15.549s +1.764s 64 
16 Nicholas Latifi (can) Williams-Mercedes +37.038s Mn, Hn, Mn, Sn 16 Albon 1m15.613s +1.828s 49 
17 YukiTsunoda Vpn) AlphaTauri-Red Bull -llap/+32.301s Mn, Sn, Sn,Mn 17 Zhou 1m15.802s +2.017s 64 
R_ LandoNorris (cr) McLaren-Mercedes 50 laps-lost power Sn, Mn, Su 18 Norris 1m15.855s +2.070s 48 
R Kevin Magnussen (pnk) Haas-Ferrari Olaps-accident Mn - Magnussen notime - - 
R_ Daniel Ricciardo (aus) McLaren-Mercedes Olaps-accident Sn - Ricciardo notime - - 
WEATHER Sunny, air 22-26C track 34-45C RACE BRIEFING 
WINNER’S AVERAGE SPEED 115.696mph 
FASTEST LAP AVERAGE SPEED 130.635mph FP2 GP GRID PENALTIES NORRIS 5s penalty and two 
TYRES LOGAN SARGEANT replaced SAINZ Five-pace penalty for extra licence points for causing a 
ALBON at Williams collision with Leclerc 


power unit elements used 
TSUNODA Required to start from 
the back, car modified while under 
parc ferme conditions 


RICCIARDO Three-place grid 
drop for next GP and two licence 
points for causing a collision 
with Magnussen 

GASLY 5s penalty for speeding 
in the pitlane 


KEY: H-Hard M-Medium S- Soft n-Newset u- Used set 
SPRINT PENALTIES 


STROLL 10-second penalty and 
three licence points for dangerous 
manoeuvre on Vettel 

ALONSO 5s penalty and two 
licence points for causing a 
collision with Ocon 


HARD MEDIUM SOFT 
v v v 
VERSTAPPEN 5s penalty and two 
c1 c2 C3 c4 c5 


licence points for causing a 
collision with Hamilton 


LAP CHART What happened, when 


LAP 10 LAP 15 LAP 20 LAP 25 LAP 30 LAP 35 LAP 40 LAP 45 


LAP 5 
. a | | | | 


Hamilton #® 


LAP 50 LAP 55 LAP 60 


———— 


LAP 65 LAP 70 


Verstappen 
Perez e— 


Leclerc 


Norris 


Sainz 
Magnussen Ui # 
Vettel f, 
Gasly f = 


Ricciardo 


Schumacher # : 


Zhou 


Bottas 
Stroll 
Ocon 
Alonso 
Latifi 
Albon 


Tsunoda @ 


@ Pitstop @ Crash @ Mechanical failure & Spin & Penalty 


Carlapped = Safetycar Virtual Safety car ™ Red flag 
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RACE CENTRE SAO PAULO GP 


FULL MARKS ELUDE INTERLAGOS 
STARS RUSSELL AND MAGNUSSEN 


The sprint and grand prix victor and the maiden pole scorer tie on 


MERCEDES 


LEWIS HAMILTON 


Started 2nd— Result 2nd 


Harsh? Perhaps. 
But the stewards 
effectively 
declaring him to 
be fully innocent in the 
Verstappen bash seems 
a touch charitable. 
Was also only eighth 
in qualifying. The rest 
of his weekend was 
first-rate. He was the 
fastest driver late in the 
sprint and scored third, 
and then retrieved 
a Mercedes 1-2. 


McLAREN 


DANIEL RICCIARDO 


Started 11th ——ResultR 


One race to go 
before he can 
hopefully 
rediscover his old 
self with time on the 
sidelines. Too slow on 
slicks in qualifying. Of 
three spots ultimately 
gained in the sprint, 
only the pass on Stroll 
wasn’t a free gift. Then 
clumsily turned around 
Magnussen to create 
his own elimination. 
Bottom of the class. 


a nine-point tally in Brazil, while Ricciardo brings up the rear 


GEORGE RUSSELL 


Started lst Result 1st 


His first F1 win(s) 
don’t earn full 
marks because 
of the Q3 spin. 
Then, trying to recover, 
ditched it in the gravel 
to take third for sprint 
grid and tee up the rest 
of his success. Blunder 
aside, was hugely fast. 
Duelled wonderfully 
with Verstappen on 
Saturday and had 
it all under control 
the day after. 


LANDO NORRIS 


Started 6th ResultR 


While nota 
deliberate act 
that triggered 
shunt with 
Leclerc, must be 
severely marked down. 
That cost a strong 
finish. From that, he 
cannot recover his 
score despite excelling 
during qualifying to 
snare fourth, before 
passing Magnussen 
in the sprint to head 
the midfield gaggle. 
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MATT KEW 


RED BULL 


~ 
TAS. 


MAX VERSTAPPEN 


Started 3rd — Result 6th 


Good, rather 

than great, mark 

is owed to costly 

lock-up at Turn 8 
that ceded pole, and 
ultimately losing 
victory and three spots 
in the sprint. That’s not 
a top-drawer Saturday, 
even if his late GP 
recovery was strong 
enough to force a 
Perez switch. Penalty 
for Hamilton incident 
still seems harsh. 


ALPINE 


FERNANDO ALONSO 


Started 17th — Result 5th 


To score an eight 

here requires no 

major errors. But 

he was at fault 
for bumping his team- 
mate in the sprint to 
cop a penalty. Also too 
tentative into Turn 1 
and qualified behind 
Ocon. In isolation, his 
comeback on Sunday 
is worthy of atop 
score since he earned a 
result that surpassed 
Alpine’s pace. 


SERGIO PEREZ 


Started 4th — Result 7th 


Was blameless 

victim in Q3 

stuck behind 

rolling roadblock 
Leclerc to land ninth. 
Recovered well to join 
team-mate on second 
row for the GP. Then 
hurt by second safety 
car that left him on the 
wrong tyres for final 
stint. Has every right 
to feel aggrieved at 
Verstappen not giving 
the place back. 


ESTEBAN OCON 


Started 16th — Result 8th 


Despite finishing 
three places 
behind his team- 
mate, still 
satisfies criteria for an 
eight. Bagged a result 
that reflected Alpine’s 
rank in the competitive 
order and executed 
strong weekend by 
outqualifying Alonso. 
Their sprint tangle 
wasn’t his fault, and he 
was prey on scrubbed 
soft tyres at the end. 


FERRARI 


CHARLES LECLERC 


Started 5th — Result 4th 


Awful Q3 
intermediate 
tyre call was the 
team’s fault. GP 
shunt with Norris was 
the McLaren driver’s 
fault. Coming back 
from both to nick 
fourth impresses 
deeply. But, as per 
the recent trend, 
he was the second- 
fastest Ferrari in 
most sessions so 
misses anine or 10. 


ALPHATAURI 


r ar 
PIERRE GASLY 


Started 10th-Result14th 


Would have been 
12th without a 
5s penalty for 
pitlane speeding. 
Not bad considering 
he ran a three-stop 
strategy and ended up 
on disadvantageous 
mediums. Earns praise 
because he was guinea 
pig on slicks in Ql and 
did well to keep the car 
pointing in the right 
direction to challenge 
for atop-10 sprint start. 


CARLOS SAINZ 


Started 7th— Result3rd 


Delayed in Q3 
behind Leclerc 
but overdid it 
with a sloppy lap 
trying to make amends. 
Car blind spots and 
lack of penalty noted, 
was fortunate to cut 
across Verstappen in 
sprint and not sustain 
damage. Ace Sunday 
pace allowed a climb 
to third after brake- 
duct fire and 
unplanned pitstop. 


f i 


Started20th-Result 17th 


FIA systems 

anomaly meant 

he couldn’t unlap 

himself during 
final safety car. That 
and pitlane start after 
changing front and 
rear wings hurt his 
day. Those tweaks 
still didn’t solve his 
unease with the car, 
shown most in a poor 
qualifying while Gasly 
proved the ATO3 was 
in the midfield mix. 


Qualifying heroics 


earned Magnussen __ 


shock first pole position 


ASTON MARTIN 


i as sf 
SEBASTIAN VETTEL 


Started 9th — Result 11th 


‘Always leave 
them wanting 
more’ seems to 
be his mantra, 
with string of superb 
performances on eve 
of his retirement. 
Pipped Stroll in 
qualifying, prevented 
an enormous sprint 
shunt when squeezed 
off track, and looked set 
for good points before 
he was stuck on the 
inferior medium tyres. 


HAAS 


ir &, 


KEVIN MAGNUSSEN 


Started 8th 


ResultR 


Nine feels 
generous fora 
driver who didn’t 
complete a full 
lap of the GP. But that 
wasn’t his fault. It also 
means Friday heroics 
gain greater weight. 
Was sensational in all 
three qualifying chunks 
to snare feel-good 
maiden pole. Was then 
pragmatic in the sprint 
by letting faster cars 
pass to bank eighth. 


LANCE STROLL 


Started 15th-Result 10th 


Others here got 
penalties yet still 
scored higher. 
But whereas they 
earned 5s reprimands, 
Stroll was pinged by 
10s. That reflected 
wildly reckless nature 
of his chop across the 
front of Vettel in sprint 
to force fellow Aston 
onto the grass. Shame, 
because first-lap 
progress on both days 
was a sight to behold. 


fe 


MICK SCHUMACHER 


Started 12th-Result13th 


Considering 
Magnussen 
snared pole and 
Schumacher ran 
slowest on Friday, he 
pulled off an OK 
salvage job. Qualifying 
gulf can’t be ignored 
and he managed to hit 
both Williamses on lap 
one of sprint before 
profiting from Alpine 
and Aston drama. 
GP race pace was 
sound enough. 


‘| ; /ON0 
~~ 


ai Se 


WILLIAMS 


= 
NICHOLAS LATIFI 


Started 18th-Result16th 


Missed Q2 by 
0.164s. On its 
own, no mean 
feat. But Albon 
troubled top 10. Debris 
nicked the floor for the 
sprint, so pace woeful. 
Massively flat-spotted 
his tyres on lap one of 
GP to ruin opening 
stint. And while late 
safety car helped 
everyone else who 
pitted late, was still 
slow despite stopping. 


— 


ALEX ALBON 


Started19th-Result15th 


Excelled on track 
that shouldn’t 
have suited the 
Williams to miss 
Q3 by only 0.044s. First- 
lap lock-up in the sprint 
wasn’t his finest work 
before running over 
debris. Blushes spared 
in the GP by first safety 
car that meant he could 
ditch the hard tyres 
he’d started on. Second 
SC then scuppered 
his undercut. 


SAO PAULO GP RACE CENTRE 


ZHOU GUANYU 


Started 13th-Result12th 


Another to suffer 
from late safety 
car. Was on the 
undercut, but 
bad timing of Norris’s 
retirement left him 
exposed on soft tyres 
for mammoth 34-lap 
final stint - five tours 
more than anyone 
even managed on the 
mediums! Notably 
pipped Bottas in 
an otherwise horrid 
Alfa qualifying. 


HONE 


motorsport 
IMAGES 


_— ; 


VALTTERI BOTTAS 


Started 14th — Result 9th 


While his day was 
cruelly undone 
by late safety car 
that cancelled his 
gap to the cars behind, 
his wasn’t a first-class 
weekend overall. Took 
too long warming softs 
so qualified lower than 
team-mate. And after 
fluffing sprint launch, 
effectively passed no 
one. Those behind 
either hit trouble 
or started lower. 


TOP 10 AVERAGE RATINGS 


AUTOSPORT’S RATING AFTER ROUND 21* 
*Excludes deVries (10.0) and Nico Hulkenberg (7.0) 


Leclerc 8.0 
Russell 7.9 
Hamilton 7.8 


ae 
oe) 
c 
fe) 
Qa 
Q 
oO 
wy 
Yn 
es 
i) 
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Alonso 7.3 
Norris 7.2 
Sainz 7.1 
Ocon 7.0 


Perez 6.8 
Vettel 6.7 


READERS’ RATING AFTER ROUND 21* 


* Excludes deVries (9.8) 
and Nico Hulkenberg (6.9) 


Leclerc 8.1 
Russell 7.7 
Hamilton 7.5 
Alonso 7.4 
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GIVE 
YOUR DRIVER 
RATINGS 


BIT.DO/ASRATINGS 


oN 


Sainz 7.2 
Norris 7.2 
Perez 7.1 
Vettel 6.8 
Bottas 6.6 


Oe 


WRC RALLY JAPAN | 


Neuville spoils Toyota's 
: homecoming party 


The hoped-for icing on the cake of the Japanese manufacturer’s 
triumphant title-winning year was denied by a Hyundai 1-2 


TOM HOWARD 


HYUNOA 

TTT s | >; — : 

IN / Wi | Rae 
f 2 oe TS 

/ AE a ae ks = 

oan Pate eee 

pach Danese suas 

h Ss eoP lee - ro 

“etn Sed & Bee vee 

SS Sie eae 


McKLEIN 


oyota had just one more target from its successful 
2022 World Rally Championship campaign: a win at 
T home as the series returned to Japan for the finale. 
The land of the rising sun, back on the calendar after 
a 12-year wait, was expecting a Toyota homecoming 
party, but arch South Korean rival Hyundai ripped up the script. 
The pressure valve had been slightly released, with Toyota 
having already completed a clean sweep of titles thanks to Kalle 
Rovanpera and Jonne Halttunen blitzing their way to the drivers’ 
and co-drivers’ crowns in New Zealand last month, followed by 
the capture of the manufacturers’ championship in Spain. But 
with its homeland hosting the WRC season finale in Toyota City, 
the pressure ratcheted up again, and the marque was expected to 
deliver in front of thousands of passionate fans who lined the 
streets and crammed the service park at Toyota Stadium for 
a sight of the now-revered GR Yaris. 
For Toyota it didn’t go to plan, and ultimately it was a rally 
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conquered by Hyundai. One by one Toyota’s key fighters primed 
to deliver the coveted victory began to fall, setting up a highly 
impressive 1-2 for Hyundai as Thierry Neuville and Martijn 
Wydaeghe led home Ott Tanak and Martin Jarveoja, the 
Estonian pair competing in their final outing for the team. 

This all-new Rally Japan, which swapped its traditional gravel 
for 19 new asphalt tests, produced arguably one of the toughest 
Tarmac rallies the WRC has ever witnessed. Its relentless sequences 
of tight corners and narrow passes lined by deep gullies challenged 
the revered Corsica for its ‘Rally of 10,000 corners’ mantle. The 
route even included a narrow tunnel evoking the potential for 
scenes from the Italian Job movie. This unique feature would 
become one of many talking points across a rally full of drama. 

Talk of Rally Japan’s unique demands was matched only by the 
silly season buzz now that Tanak had set the driver merry-go-round 
spinning after announcing his departure from Hyundai. Team bosses 
and drivers remained tight-lipped, adding to the suspense. Next year 


= | 

eo) = 
— = 
ua : 


Wa 


was put to one side after crews were greeted by a traditional 
Japanese welcome inside Toyota Stadium, with each driver 
having to strike a huge drum before they could begin the 
rally on an opening stage in darkness. 

This was not the prefect rally to unveil a new co-driving 
line-up, given the lack of knowledge of the stages, but in a quirk 
of fate it was the two new Rally1 pairings that topped the times in 
the opening test. Sebastien Ogier, winner of the last WRC visit to 
Japan in 2010, grabbed an early lead, partnered by Vincent Landais, 
who has been co-driving for M-Sport’s Pierre-Louis Loubet this 
year but has been earmarked as a future navigator for the eight- 
time world champion. “It’s been an intense recce but so far 
Vincent is doing a good job,” nodded Ogier. 

M-Sport’s Craig Breen was only 0.1 seconds adrift of Ogier’s 
Toyota as he contested a first competitive WRC stage with James 
Fulton calling notes, taking over from the retiring Paul Nagle. 

“He [James] wasn’t just dropped in at the deep end here, he was >> 


\ 


We thy 
EEVEEED ALE Lb) 


Neuville and Wydaeghe 
end the season on a high 
with a comfortable win 


17 NOVEMBER 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 35 


WRC RALLY JAPAN 


JUST MORE a 
PERFORMANCE ———=< 


® Breen found some [iui 
redemption after crash, Ie : 
taking powerstage r 


™ 
ie 
IS ae 


dropped in somewhere in the middle of the Atlantic,” said Breen. 
“He’s put in all the prep and he’s reaping the rewards now, so I just 
want him to enjoy it. It’s going to be a tricky weekend for everyone.” 

Friday proved to be as tough on the crews as it was on the 
organisers and there seemed no end to the drama that unfolded. 

The opening stage featured the famously ‘haunted’ Isegami Tunnel, 
which had raised questions from the crews regarding its safety given 
the narrow 380-metre gravel road inside it. Luckily all Rally1 crews 
made it through but the dust kicked up, which was slow to disperse, 
meant some had to briefly stop mid-pass due to poor visibility. 

Ogier was one who faced the brunt after falling behind Breen’s 
Ford on the road due to a puncture that cost him almost three 
minutes, effectively ending his victory hopes. “I have no idea to be 
honest [how the puncture happened] — it was very narrow with not 
a lot of grip in the road and I didn’t feel anything, our race is already 
over,” said a frustrated Ogier, who has suffered tyre failures in 
four of the six rallies he has contested this year. 

The stage soon came to an abrupt halt when Dani Sordo stopped 
his Hyundai when smoke emerged in the cabin. Sordo and co-driver 
Candido Carrera attempted to put out the flames, but were unable 
to extinguish the blaze that took hold and burned for an hour and 
10 minutes, reducing the car to a pile of ash. The lack of remains 
means it’s unlikely that Hyundai will ever find the cause of the fire, 
although a fuel leak is suspected. “The car was smelling of petrol a 
lot and just here in a straight line the fire was coming between the 
seats with a lot of smoke, so I stopped the car,” said Sordo. 

The fire prompted organisers to red-flag the stage and cancel 
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Katsuta buoyed by 
home support to uphold ‘d 


Toyota honour in third 
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“The stages are really challenging. 
A simple 20km stage feels like 
a 35-40km stage sometimes” 


the following test due to the delay it had caused. The route was 
shortened for the second pass due to the smouldering remains 
of Sordo’s i20 N, which conveniently meant avoiding the tunnel. 

Rovanpera emerged as the rally leader, but his time at the front 
was short-lived as Neuville and Elfyn Evans moved in to share the 
lead come midday service, with Rovanpera just 0.7s back. Joining 
Sordo on the sidelines from the Rally1 field was Breen after another 
costly error. The Irishman slid wide at a left-hander, resulting in his 
Ford Puma piercing through a barrier on stage four. The damage 
would force the cancellation of the second pass (stage seven). 

It was stage four that provided the most worrying moment for 
the organisers. Late in the stage a member of the public somehow 
emerged on the route, driving in the opposite direction to the 
competitors. WRC2 driver Sami Pajari met the vehicle at speed — 
his red flag warning light to indicate Breen’s crash had failed — but 
somehow he was able to avoid it. Emil Lindholm also witnessed the 
car on the stage before it was removed. The serious breach of safety 
protocol prompted a full investigation by the FIA, which requested 
additional measures to ensure the event could continue safely. 

Once the action resumed, Toyota star Evans managed to pull clear 
of Neuville to take a three-second lead into Saturday’s seven stages, 
after the Belgian struggled for grip in the leaf-covered stages. “You 
can’t see the road and you don’t know what the grip is like 
underneath them [the leaves],” explained Neuville. “I struggled 
in there because I don’t want to do a mistake. 

“The stages are really challenging — you need a good warm-up of 
the shoulders in the morning, they are really twisty. A simple 20km 
stage feels like a 35-40km stage sometimes. The average speed is 
slow and there are plenty of corners but the rhythm is very high.” 

Rovanpera sat 5.1s shy in third ahead of Tanak, who battled 
a transmission issue and a lack of hybrid in fourth, while Toyota’s 
home hero Takamoto Katsuta held fifth, driven on by a wave 
of supporters. Gus Greensmith upheld M-Sport’s honour in 
sixth despite suffering from a driveshaft problem. 

Toyota still had two irons in the fire for victory come Saturday 
morning but it quickly reduced to one when Rovanpera was the next 
to be beaten by the meandering roads. The Finn misjudged a 


WRC RALLY JAPAN 
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left-hander on stage eight, resulting in his GR Yaris skirting into 

a rock face. Incredibly, the new world champion only picked up a 

front-right puncture, but lost 2m36s in the process. Any hope of 

a podium was vanquished on the next stage when he knocked 

the front-right again, causing damage to the tyre that required 

the 22-year-old to refit the punctured tyre to complete the test, 

having elected to carry only one spare. “There was something on a 

right-hand corner where we got a bit close but it was not a big hit,” 

said Rovanpera, whose rally turned into a glorified test session. 
The fight for victory now appeared to be between Evans, Neuville 

and Tanak, and it seemed to move in the direction of Evans after 

the Welshman increased his advantage to 6.5s over Saturday’s 

morning loop. This was helped by posting a time 1.8s faster than 

Neuville on the unusually fast and wide roads of stage 10, which 

featured the added hazard of a loose drain cover that required 

officials to intervene. It was a stage where Neuville struggled: 


“Evans ran slightly wide and 
picked up a puncture, handing 
Hyundai a golden opportunity” 


“On the recce we had to do 60km/h [nearly 40omph], which is 
very slow, and my pacenotes are related on speed.” 

Neuville bounced back in the afternoon, while Evans lost the 
feeling with the front end of his GR Yaris. Neuville thus ended the 
day with a 4s lead over Evans after the mixed gravel and Tarmac 
Okazaki City superspecial held in front of a bumper crowd. Tanak 
was reduced to a watching brief 39.9s back, with Katsuta fourth 
and Ogier, who won two of the afternoon’s stages, in fifth. 

A grandstand finish was set for Sunday, albeit played out under 
threatening skies. Tyre choice was the hot topic in morning service, 
with Hyundai and M-Sport clearly expecting rain, while Toyota 
put its eggs in the dry-tyre basket. 

Ultimately, the tyre choice became moot. Evans reduced the 
deficit to 0.6s after the day’s first stage, but disaster struck on the 
next test (stage 16). He ran slightly wide and picked up a puncture, 
handing Hyundai a golden opportunity for a 1-2. “I was probably 
a tad wide in a right-hander,” said Evans. “The notes were correct 
but I didn’t get them as early as I needed to slow the car down 
in time. There was nothing I could do.” 

Evans’s victory hopes would have been tested regardless. 


Rally runner-up Tanak 
5 was at centre of silly- 
| season intrigue 
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4 Toyota’s tyre choice would 
likely have hurt Evans, 
even without puncture 
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Torrential rain did fall across the final three stages, which 
would have left him on a sub-optimal tyre strategy compared 
to the Hyundais equipped with two wet-weather tyres. 

The puncture released the pressure on Neuville, who was able 
to cruise to victory by 1m11.1s over Tanak to complete Hyundai’s 
party-pooping in Toyota’s backyard. There was more than a shred 
of joy for Toyota as Katsuta scored what team boss Jari-Matti 
Latvala described as “a half victory” with his second podium 
of the season in third, which delighted the Katsuta army. 

Ogier managed to recover to fourth, ending the rally with the 
most stage wins, and highlighting what a victory threat he could 
have been, while Evans was left gutted with fifth. Greensmith 
provided some positivity for M-Sport in sixth, while Breen 
made the most of his bold wet-tyre choice to take the full 
powerstage points in his repaired Puma. 

In WRC2, Lindholm and co-driver Reeta Hamalainen wrapped 
up the championship, finishing ninth overall and third in class 
after title rival Kajetan Kajetanowicz crashed out on Friday. 
Ex-Formula 1 driver Heikki Kovalainen scored a point on his 
WERC debut with 10th, two spots ahead of Rovanpera. 4” 
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WELL FOR 2023 
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Moncet is delighted 
with Hyundai team’s 
“incredible” turnaround 
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Winning in Toyota’s back yard was an extra 
motivation for Hyundai, according to deputy 
team director Julien Moncet after witnessing 
his squad take a 1-2 and breaking its own 
season-wins record. 

Toyota has led the way in this year’s 
championship, winning seven rallies to 
claim the manufacturers’ crown, while 
Kalle Rovanpera secured the drivers’ 
title, becoming the youngest ever world 
champion. But after a first half of the season 
plagued by reliability issues stemming froma 
late commitment to the new Rally1 hybrid 
rules, Hyundai has now won five rallies in 
2022 to further outline its impressive 
turnaround in the second half of the 
campaign. It has also managed to beat 
Toyota at both of its home events, winning 
not only in Japan but also in Finland, 
where the marque’s rally team is based. 

“What a turnaround,” said Moncet. “You 
remember the disastrous situation we were 
in, in Monte Carlo, and to be here now with 
a double podium on Toyota’s home soil in 
Japan, which is an extra motivation for us, 
it is clearly incredible. 

“We have won five races and have had 16 
podiums and the triple podium in Greece. 
Yes, we haven’t won both championships, 
which is always our target and the reason we 
are competing in rallying, but considering 
the start of the season we can be proud. 
Thinking 10 or 11 months back, to win one 
race it would have been impossible.” 

Neuville admitted that it was a great feeling 
to win on Toyota’s home ground, and believes 
there is much more to come from the Hyundai 
package next year. “It’s also great to win here 
because it is the last round of the season and 
now there is a two-month break - it’s always 
nice to leave with a win,” enthused the 
Belgian. “I think we have had a good 
turnaround but | also think that there is more 
init. If we can get everything working perfectly 
together we could be even stronger.” 


POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER 
1 Thierry Neuville (cL) Martijn Wydaeghe (£1) 
2 Ott Tanak (Est) Martin Jarveoja (Est) 
3 Takamoto Katsuta (JPN) Aaron Johnston (GBR) 
4 Sebastien Ogier (Fra) Vincent Landais (FRA) 
5 Elfyn Evans (car) Scott Martin (car) 
6 GusGreensmith (csr) Jonas Andersson (swe) 
7 Gregoire Munster (Lux) Louis Louka (BEL) 
8 Teemu Suninen (Fin) Mikko Markkula (FIN) 
9 EmilLindholm (Fin) Reeta Hamalainen (Fin) 


10 HeikkiKovalainen (Fin) Sae Kitagawa (JPN) 


OTHERS 


12 Kalle Rovanpera (Fin) Jonne Halttunen (Fin) 
24 Craig Breen (ir) James Fulton (irl) 


R_ DaniSordo (esp) Candido Carrera (Esp) 


STAGE 

SS1 Kuragaike Park (1.71 miles) 

SS2 Isegami’s Tunnel 1 (14.47 miles) 
SS3 Inabu Dam 1 (12.04 miles) 

SS4 Shitara Town R 1 (13.94 miles) 
SS5 Isegami’s Tunnel 2 (14.47 miles) 
SS6 Inabu Dam 2 (12.04 miles) 

SS7 Shitara Town R 2 (13.94 miles) 
SS8 Nukata Forest 1 (12.78 miles) 
SS9 Lake Mikawako 1 (9.16 miles) 
SS10 Shinshiro City (4.40 miles) 
SS11 Nukata Forest 2 (12.78 miles) 
SS12 Lake Mikawako 2 (9.16 miles) 
SS13 Okazaki City SSS 1 (0.87 miles) 
SS14 Okazaki City SSS 2 (0.87 miles) 
SS15 Asahi Kougen 1 (4.67 miles) 
SS16 Ena City 1 (13.42 miles) 

SS17 Nenoue Plateau (7.21 miles) 


SS18 Ena City 2 (13.42 miles) 


SS19 Asahi Kougen 2 (powerstage) (4.67 miles) 


POWERED BY 


ROUND 13/13, RALLY JAPAN, 10-13 NOVEMBER 
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STATS P 
TEAM/CAR TIME 
Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT / Hyundai i20 N Rally1 2h43m52.4s 
Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT / Hyundai i20N Rally1 +1m11.1s 
Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT NG/ToyotaGRYarisRallyl +2m11.2s 
Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT / Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 +2m23.6s 
Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT / ToyotaGR Yaris Rally1 +4m05.1s 
M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford Puma Rally1 +4m07.3s 
Hyundaii20 N Rally2 +7m50.7s 
Hyundai Motorsport N / Hyundaii20N Rally2 +8m12.4s 
Toksport WRT 2/ Skoda Fabia Rally2 Evo +8m25.5s 
Skoda Fabia R5 +8m59.8s 
Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT / Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 +10m40.7s 
M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford Puma Rally1 +33m22.1s 
Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT / Hyundaii20N Rally1 SS2-fire 


STAGE TIMES 


FASTEST LEADER SECOND 
Ogier 2m07.0s Ogier Breen+0.1s 
Rovanpera 17m44.6s Rovanpera Neuville +1.5s 
Stage cancelled 

Evans 14m23.3s Neuville & Evans 

Evans 10m38.0s Evans Neuville+1.1s 
Rovanpera 12m18.9s Evans Neuville +3.0s 
Stage cancelled 

Evans 14m17.1s Evans Neuville +5.9s 
Ogier 10m26.5s Evans Neuville +4.7s 
Tanak3m31.5s Evans Neuville +6.5s 
Ogier 14m06.9s Evans Neuville +3.9s 
Ogier 10m18.2s Neuville Evans +2.0s 
Stage cancelled 

Neuville 1m18.8s Neuville Evans+4.0s 
Evans 4m49.5s Neuville Evans +0.6s 
Neuville 15m38.7s Neuville Tanak+1m02.1s 
Ogier 7m45.1s Neuville Tanak+1m05.6s 
Breen17m42.1s Neuville Tanak+50.7s 
Breen5m20.5s Neuville Tanak+1m11.1s 


10Greensmith 44. 


3 M-Sport Ford WRT 257; 


DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 
1 Rovanpera 255; 2 Tanak 205; 
3 Neuville 193; 4 Evans 134; 
5 Katsuta 122;6 Ogier97; 
8 Sordo 59; 9 Esapekka Lappi58; 


7 Breen 84; 


MANUFACTURERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 
1 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT 525; 
2 Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT 455; 


4 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT NG 138. 


NEXT REPORT 
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Let the tears flow. 
Calado celebrates his 
- and Pier Guidi’s - 
third WEC title 
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Title-winning Ferrari 
came home fifth in 


— 
class, four laps down 
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WEC BAHRAIN 


Joy and relief for 
Ferrari after tense finale 


James Calado was convinced the AF Corse crew had lost the title, 


but Alessandro Pier Guidi nursed their walking-wounded car home 


welve months ago, 
Alessandro Pier Guidi and 
James Calado claimed the 
GTE title in controversial 
circumstances in Bahrain. 
This time around there was no late 
contact with a championship rival or any 
contentious calls from race control. But it 
was no less dramatic and certainly far more 
nerve-racking for the Ferrari duo as they 
attempted to retain their crown as well as 
the manufacturers’ gong for their employer. 

Pier Guidi and Calado, who arrived in the 
Middle East with an 11-point margin over 
the Porsche crew of Kevin Estre and Michael 
Christensen, looked home and dry deep into 
the sixth hour of last Saturday’s Bahrain 8 
Hours WEC curtain-closer. Calado led the 
way in GTE Pro and had done since a Full 
Course Yellow virtual safety car fell his 
way at the beginning of the second hour. 

He jumped from fourth — courtesy of 
what he labelled a conservative strategy 
— to the race lead as a result. 

Antonio Fuoco may have been closing in 
what on Saturday was the faster of the two 
factory Ferrari 488 GTE Evos, but crucially 
the two factory Porsche 911 RSRs that could 
have deprived Pier Guidi and Calado of the 
title were down in fourth and fifth places 
respectively. The job looked done, until 
the Brit suddenly started hearing what 
he described as “strange noises” from 
the back of the car. 

He couldn’t work out what the problem 
was at first, but quickly identified that those 
noises were coming when the car was in 
fourth gear. Calado backed off and ceded 
position to his team-mate, who went on 
to take GTE Pro race honours with Miguel 
Molina, in the knowledge that second place 
would be more than enough to secure him 
and Pier Guidi a third WEC title after 2017 
and 2021. The #52 Ferrari had just gone past 
when there was another noise from behind 


GARY WATKINS 
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the Brit, this time “an almighty bang”. 

“T suddenly had no fourth gear,’ explained 
Calado. “The problem was that without 
fourth you couldn’t downshift to third or 
upshift to fifth without using the clutch. 
Then it was a matter of trying to find a way 
to change gear, which involved going back to 
right-foot braking and the old heel-and-toe.” 

The problem for Ferrari was that the 
damaged gearbox took exception to this 
approach and the transmission temperatures 
soared. It explained the look of despondency 
on Calado’s face — and the odd tear — after 
he climbed out of the car to hand over to Pier 
Guidi with just over an hour and a half to go. 
“T was 95% sure we weren’t going to finish: 

I got out of the car and thought it was all 
over,” he said later. “I can’t describe the noise 
that was coming from the back of the car.” 

The temperatures were off the clock 
once Pier Guidi got back out on circuit as 
he too called his right foot into play to drive 
around the gearbox problem. “When I got 
back in the car I tried to just skip fourth 
gear, so first, second and third and then 
with the clutch I got fifth and sixth,” he 
said. “Then I realised that the temperature 
of the gearbox was going super-high like 
this; it was right on the limit. 

“But on the straights when I was in fifth 
and sixth, I saw that the temperature was 
dropping a degree or two, so I thought, ‘OK, 
I will use fifth for the whole lap’ I saw the 
temperatures coming down a bit driving like 
this, and then after 20 minutes they started 


“I was sure we weren't 
going to finish. I can't 
describe the noise 
that was coming from 
the back of the car” 


to come into the normal range.” 

The gearbox oil temps may have been 
back to normal, but of course the lap times 
of the #51 were nothing of the sort. Pier 
Guidi was lapping around seven or eight 
seconds off the pace as he tried to nurse 
the car home. “It was tough,” he said, 
“especially taking the hairpin in fifth.” 

Pier Guidi’s pace, or rather lack of it, 
meant he quickly dropped to the rear 
of the five-car GTE Pro field, behind the 
solo Chevrolet Corvette C8.R and the two 
Porsches. That position would be enough 
for the Italian and his British team-mate 
to take the title, but they couldn’t afford to 
drop much further down the order. GTE Am 
cars also score points in what officially goes 
by the mouthful that is the ‘WEC drivers’ 
championship for GTE drivers’ He could 
only really afford to drop behind one 
GTE Am car to be sure of the title. 

Calado suggested that Ferrari had “Lady 
Luck on our side” at the end of the race. 

He was correct on that one twice over. 

The Corvette’s position in second position 
behind Fuoco and Molina was crucial on 
Saturday. Had Estre and Christensen 
finished second, then fifth position 
wouldn’t have been enough for Ferrari. 

A runner-up spot for the Chevy shared by 
Nick Tandy and Tommy Milner didn’t look 
likely after qualifying, which explains why 
the Briton described second as a “massive 
result” He’d qualified down in fifth, no less 
than 1.4s off the pace after a Balance of 
Performance change against the Corvette. It 
went into the Bahrain race with an engine 
air restrictor 0.4mm smaller in diameter 
than at Fuji back in September. 

The move, a so-called blackball change 
rather than one under the auto BoP system 
that was all but abandoned over the course 
of 2022, confused Chevrolet. “We weren’t 
competitive at Fuji, so how are we going to 
be competitive with a smaller restrictor 
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here?” asked Tandy over the weekend. 
“We just want the chance to race.” 

Yet Chevrolet did get the chance to 
race, at least with Porsche. The Corvette 
benefited from the first of the three FCYs 
of the race like the championship-winning 
Ferrari, the car vaulting from the back of the 
GTE Pro pack to second at the first round 
of stops. Milner took over from Tandy and 
found himself with a 40s margin over Estre 
in the #92 Porsche. More to the point, the 
car was a match for Porsche, at least the #92 
car shared by Gianmaria Bruni and Richard 
Lietz, over the remainder of the race. 

“Tt wasn’t that we found anything for the 
race; it was more that the Porsches seemed 
to lose something,” explained Tandy. “We 
were never in the fight with the Ferraris, 
but we could genuinely race the Porsches.” 

Lietz reckoned that the Porsche, or 
at least his #91 car, lost some engine 
performance during the night. He wasn’t 
sure why, though his hunch was that it 
was linked to an increase in humidity. 

The championship challenge of the Estre 
and Christensen Porsche received a boost 
ahead of the race when the Ferrari’s engine 
power was tweaked downwards in another 
blackball change, but it waned over the first 
four hours or so of the race. The #92 lost 
out twice over during the FCYs, at the top 
of the first hour and then just after halfway. 
Christensen had used a set of the soft- 
compound Michelins in an unsuccessful 
attempt to grab the point for pole — it 
went to Bruni on mediums — and the 
tactic came back to bite Porsche’s lead crew. 

They had to use that set of softs in the 
race, which explains an early stop as the 
tyres wilted in the run-up to the four-hour 
mark. The rest of the GTE Pro field were 
able to pit under the yellows, which sent 
the #92 to the back of the class field, and 
by some distance. Estre found himself 28s 


Molina/Fuoco Ferrari, 
leading Bruni/Lietz Porsche, 
took Bahrain honours 


behind Bruni in fourth straight after the 
pitstop sequence. “We knew we really had 
to win the race to take the championship, 
so we went into the race with an aggressive 
strategy,” explained Estre. “We had to try 
something different to beat the Ferraris, 
because their tyre degradation was always 
going to be better than ours on this track.” 
Of course, the #92 Porsche’s gameplan 
didn’t factor in major issues for the 
championship-leading Ferrari. As Pier Guidi 
said after the race: “I can’t remember the 
488 ever having a technical problem in a 
race.” Estre reckoned second place behind 
the Fuoco/Molina car and ahead of the 
Chevrolet would have been possible with a 
regular strategy. With Pier Guidi and Calado 
down in fifth, that would have been enough 
to give them the title... “No regrets, though,” 


said Estre. “We knew we had to go in 
a different direction because we didn’t 
have the pace to race the Ferraris here.” 
Estre and Christensen would have ended 
up fourth in the championship race behind 
both Fuoco and Molina as well as Bruni (on 
his own because Lietz missed July’s Monza 
round after contracting COVID) had #91 
finished ahead of #92. But Porsche opted 
to swap the positions of its two cars on the 
final lap. It wasn’t so much to bring Estre/ 
Christensen up to second position in the 
points, more in the hope that something 
might go awry for Pier Guidi at the death. 
The Ferrari’s gearbox did last, however, 
although Calado admitted he probably 
doesn’t want to see the remains. “I really 
can’t imagine,” he said, “that there’s 
much left in there.” ¥ 


PROJECT 1 WINS AS ASTON PROJECT CROWNED 


Cairoli spearheaded 
winning Porsche trio 


The German Project 1 Porsche 
team finally made a return to 
victory lane in Bahrain. The GTE 
Am title winner back in 2018-19 
took its first win since this race 
in 2020, and did it in style with 
a 1-2 result that didn’t look on 
the cards until late in the race. 


co-driven with Gunnar Jeannette 
and Phillip Hyett, into second 
place during a late double-stint. 
The mandatory bronze-rated 
driver in each car, Leutwiler and 
Hyett, did their two hours and 20 
minutes minimum driving early 
on. Then it was the job of their 


Ben Keating and Marco 
Sorensen took the GTE Am title in 
the TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage 
GTE they shared with Henrique 
Chaves courtesy of fourth place 
behind the lron Dames Ferrari 488 
GTE Evo that had led much of the 
way in Sarah Bovy’s hands. Her 
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Matteo Cairoli propelled the 
winning #46 Porsche 911 RSR he 
shared with Mikkel Pedersen and 
Nicolas Leutwiler into the lead as 
a three-hour stint drew to a close, 
while Ben Barnicoat brought #56, 


team-mates to make up the time. 
“You need a quick car for the 
last four hours,” said Project 1 
tech chief Richard Selwin. “We set 
up the cars for that and had the 
quicks in to make the most of it.” 


team-mates Rahel Frey and 
Michelle Gatting weren’t quick 
enough at the end, while the 
Aston’s victory chances were 
undone because it pitted 

just before two of the FCYs. 
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TOYOTA UNSTOPPABLE IN ‘SHOWDOWN’ 


Toyota sealed yet another pair of World 
Endurance Championship titles in Bahrain 

on a day when Alpine never looked likely to 
wrestle any end-of-season silverware from 
the Japanese manufacturer. Sebastien Buemi, 
Brendon Hartley and Ryo Hirakawa claimed 
the drivers’ title with what might be described 
as a Safe second behind the sister Toyota 
GRO10 HYBRID shared by Kamui Kobayashi, 
Mike Conway and Jose Maria Lopez. 

At Fuji back in September, victory for Buemi 
and co in the #8 car had to all intents and 
purposes ended the chances of the #7 crew 
making it three titles in a row. Too much 
oversteer for the chasing Toyota allowed #8 
to take a clear victory. This time it was a surfeit 
of understeer for #8 - a problem that got 
worse as the temperatures decreased after 
sundown - that handed the advantage to #7. 

“We had a bit more understeer than the 
other car and they were definitely quicker, 
especially later in the race,” said Hartley. 

“But in the end, today was just about doing 
our job and beating the Alpine. It was about 
taking no risks, staying off the kerbs and 
winning the championship.” 

Hartley had taken pole by the better 
part of a second: he was eight tenths up on 
second-placed Paul di Resta in the best of 
the Peugeot 9X8s and nine tenths ahead of 
Conway. Buemi led from di Resta to the first 
round of pitstops, before the Toyotas ran 1-2, 
never much more than five seconds apart, 
for two more stints. Hartley was then asked 
to cede position to Conway straight after 
pitting in the middle of his double stint. 

Much of the 45s gap between the Toyotas 
at the end came when Kobayashi went up 


Win came too late 
for Kobayashi, 
Conway and Lopez 
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against Hirokawa. The rookie of the team was 
under clear instructions what his job was on 
the day, pointed out Toyota Gazoo Racing 
Europe technical director Pascal Vasselon. 

Alpine took third position, though technical 
issues for both Peugeots had a lot to do with 
that. The Gibson-engined A480 was two laps 
down - just as it had been over six hours at Fuji 
- in the hands of Nicolas Lapierre, Matthieu 
Vaxiviere and Andre Negrao, despite a Balance 
of Performance tweak in its favour and one 
against Toyota. The two cars respectively 
gained and lost four kilowatts, or 5.4bhp. 

“We were expecting it to be hard, but we 
didn’t expect to be so far away,” said Vaxiviere. 
“The real problem was that our lack of 
straightline speed meant it was difficult 
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4 : Champions to the left; 
Ak race winners to the right 
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to overtake the LMP2s and that really hurt us.” 
Peugeot again could finish no better than 
fourth and again suffered a DNF, though a car 
that had received a 12kg BoP weight break 
was Closer to the pace than ever. Not only did 
di Resta claim a front-row spot, but he ran 
second to the first round of stops. Team-mate 
Jean-Eric Vergne also claimed fastest race lap. 
Both 9X8s, though, stopped out on track 
and spent time inside the garage. The #93, 
in which Mikkel Jensen joined di Resta 
and Vergne, had gear selection issues that 
precipitated its retirement with the loss of 
fourth gear in hour six, while the #94 ended 
up six laps down in the hands of Loic Duval, 
Nico Muller and Gustavo Menezes after 
a change of fuel pump. 
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WEC BAHRAIN 


Frijns, Rast and Gelael 
were unstoppable on 
way to LMP2 class 


WRT ON TOP BUT IT’S JOTA TRIO HAILED 


The Belgian WRT team took up where it left off 
in Bahrain last year. The squad that dominated 
the two races that closed out the 2021 season 
did likewise last weekend with its lead 
ORECA-Gibson 07 shared by Rene Rast, 

Robin Frijns and Sean Gelael. 

Rast flew on his return to the team after 
missing the previous round at Fuji as a result 
of aclash with the DTM. He climbed aboard the 
car after a double-stint from Gelael and took it 
past the #22 United Autosports entry with Phil 
Hanson at the wheel to claim the top spot in 
class after 72 laps early in the third hour. The 
WRT car would only drop out of the lead during 
the pitstop cycles - and for just eight laps in 
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total - over the remainder of the race. 

It was the perfect response to a poor 
qualifying performance from the #31 crew. 
Frijns could only put the car eighth in class 
after a lock-up on his single qualifying run. 
There wasn’t time to go again in the 10-minute 
session. “The car was on a completely different 
level to the other LMP2s,” said Rast. “We were 
by far the quickest out there. | didn’t believe 
how quickly | could pass the other cars. 

Then it was about managing the lead.” 

The only potential hiccup along the way for 
the team was an incident in which Rast came 
together with Alex Brundle in the Inter Europol 
ORECA. A penalty was awarded, but ina move 


Da Costa, Stevens | 
and Gonzalez are the 
—_ 
new LMP2 champions 


that surprised most onlookers it went to the 
British driver rather than the German. 

WRT’s life might have been made more 
difficult by United and the #23 ORECA shared 
by Oliver Jarvis, Alex Lynn and Josh Pierson 
but for what team boss Richard Dean described 
as a “Keystone Cops moment” in the pits on 
half-distance. Jarvis overshot his pit stall, 
the car ending up just beyond the range of the 
refuelling hose. The team had to wait until the 
driver change was complete before dragging 
the car back, hence a loss of time that United 
put at a shade over 30s. The car finished second 
and was just 49s down at the chequered flag. 

Jarvis and Pierson (Lynn missed the Sebring 
opener when on duty for the Ganassi Cadillac 
squad the following day) were never likely to 
win the championship given the 28-point lead 
enjoyed by the Jota crew of Antonio Felix da 
Costa, Will Stevens and Roberto Gonzalez 
heading into the race. The Le Mans-winning 
crew opted for what might be described 
as a semi-conservative strategy, but were 
still keen to make it onto the podium and 
celebrate winning the title in style. 

They achieved that when the Prema ORECA 
shared by Robert Kubica, Louis Deletraz and 
Lorenzo Colombo pitted out of second with 
five minutes left on the clock. The Italian team 
opted to try to stretch the fuel throughout the 
race, but needed one more yellow period to 
match its second-place finish at Le Mans. The 
late stop for Deletraz dropped the car to fourth 
behind the new champions, though only by five 
seconds. The second WRT ORECA of Ferdinand 
Habsburg, Norman Nato and Rui Andrade 
was a further eight seconds back in fifth. 


POWERED BY 


ROUND 6/6, SAKHIR (BHR), 12 NOVEMBER (245 LAPS - 823.901 MILES) 
POS DRIVERS TEAM CAR TIME CLASS 


2 Sebastien Buemi (cHeE) Brendon Hartley (NzL) Ryo Hirakawa (JPN) Toyota Gazoo Racing Toyota GRO10 HYBRID +45.471s Hypercar 


3 Nicolas Lapierre (Fra) Andre Negrao (BRA) Matthieu Vaxiviere (FRA) Alpine Elf Endurance Team (Signatech) Alpine-Gibson A480 -2laps Hypercar 


4 Gustavo Menezes (usa) Loic Duval (Fra) Nico Muller (cHe) Peugeot TotalEnergies Peugeot 9X8 -6laps Hypercar 


6  AlexLynn (ar) Oliver Jarvis (GBR) Josh Pierson (usA) United Autosports ORECA-Gibson 07 -8laps LMP2 
7 Roberto Gonzalez (mex) Antonio Felix da Costa (Prt) Will Stevens (GBR) Jota ORECA-Gibson 07 -9laps = LMP2 
8 RobertKubica (Pol) Louis Deletraz (cHE) Lorenzo Colombo (TA) PremaORLEN Team ORECA-Gibson07 -9laps LMP2 
9 Ferdinand Habsburg (aut) Rui Andrade (prt) Norman Nato (FRA) Realteam by WRT ORECA-Gibson07 -9laps LMP2 
10 Filipe Albuquerque (Prt) Phil Hanson (GBR) Will Owen (usa) United Autosports ORECA-Gibson 07 -9laps = LMP2 
11 Jonathan Aberdein (zar) Oliver Rasmussen (pNk) Ed Jones (ARE) Jota ORECA-Gibson 07 -9laps = LMP2 


12 Paul-Loup Chatin (Fra) Lilou Wadoux (Fra) Charles Milesi (FRA) Richard Mille Racing Team (Signatech) ORECA-Gibson07 


13 Ryan Cullen (irL) Renger van der Zande (NLD) Sebastien Bourdais (Fra) Vector Sport ORECA-Gibson07 -10laps = LMP2 
14 Nicklas Nielsen (pn) Francois Perrodo (Fra) Alessio Rovera (ITA) AF Corse ORECA-Gibson07 -10laps = LMP2 
15 Francois Heriau (FRA) Jean-Baptiste Lahaye (Fra) Matthieu Lahaye (Fra) Ultimate ORECA-Gibson07 -10laps = LMP2 


16 James Allen (aus) Steven Thomas (usa) Rene Binder (auT) Algarve Pro Racing ORECA-Gibson 07 


18 Tommy Milner (usa) Nick Tandy (GBR) Corvette Racing (Pratt & Miller) Chevrolet Corvette C8.R -15laps GTEPro 
19 Kevin Estre (FRA) Michael Christensen (DNk) Porsche GT Team (Manthey) Porsche911RSR -15laps GTEPro 
20 Gianmaria Bruni (ita) Richard Lietz (auT) Porsche GT Team (Manthey) Porsche911RSR -15laps GTEPro 
21 James Calado (Ger) Alessandro Pier Guidi (iTA) AF Corse Ferrari488 GTE Evo -18laps GTEPro 
22 MiroKonopka(svk) Mathias Beche (cHE) Richard Bradley (cBr) ARC Bratislava ORECA-Gibson07 -18laps | LMP2 


24 Phillip Hyett (usa) Gunnar Jeannette (usa) Ben Barnicoat (GB) Team Project 1 Porsche911RSR -19laps GTEAm 
25 Sarah Bovy (BEL) Rahel Frey (cHe) Michelle Gatting (DNK) lron Dames (Iron Lynx) Ferrari 488 GTE Evo -19laps GTEAm 
26 Ben Keating (usa) Henrique Chaves (Prt) Marco Sorensen (DNk) TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage GTE -19laps GTEAm 
27 PaulDallaLana (can) David Pittard (GBR) Nicki Thiim (DNK) Northwest AMR (Prodrive) Aston Martin Vantage GTE -19laps GTEAm 
28 Michael Wainwright (cer) Riccardo Pera (ita) Ben Barker (cpr) GR Racing Porsche911RSR -19laps GTEAm 
29 Thomas Flohr (cHE) Francesco Castellacci (ita) Nick Cassidy (NZL) AF Corse Ferrari488 GTE Evo -19laps GTEAm 
30 Christian Ried (peu) Seb Priaulx (GBR) Harry Tincknell (GBR) Dempsey-Proton Racing Porsche 911RSR -19laps GTEAm 
31 Claudio Schiavoni (ita) Matteo Cressoni (Ita) Giancarlo Fisichella (\TA) lron Lynx Ferrari488 GTE Evo -20laps GTEAm 
32 SatoshiHoshino (JPN) Tomonobu Fujii (ven) Charlie Fagg (GBR) D’Station Racing (TF) Aston Martin Vantage GTE -20laps GTEAm 
33 Christoph Ulrich (cHe) Simon Mann (usa) Toni Vilander (FIN) AF Corse Ferrari488 GTE Evo -20laps GTEAm 
34 Fred Poordad (usa) Patrick Lindsey (usa) Jan Heylen (BEL) Dempsey-Proton Racing Porsche911RSR -21laps GTEAm 
35 Pierre Ragues (FRA) Franck Dezoteux (Fra) Gabriel Aubry (FRA) Spirit of Race (AF) Ferrari488 GTE Evo -21laps GTEAm 
R Jakub Smiechowski (PoL) Alex Brundle (cer) Esteban Gutierrez (Mex) Inter Europol Competition ORECA-Gibson 07 231laps-unabletorestart | LMP2 
R_ Paul di Resta (csr) Mikkel Jensen (DNk) Jean-Eric Vergne (FRA) Peugeot TotalEnergies Peugeot 9X8 171laps-gearbox Hypercar 


In each car, first-named driver started race. Winners’ average speed 102.841mph. Fastest lap Vergne 1m49.709s, 110.349mph. 


LMP2Frijns 1m51.732s, 108.351mph. 
GTE Pro Calado 1m57.993s, 102.601mph. 
GTEAm Cairoli 1m58.873s, 101.842mph. 


QUALIFYING 1 Hartley 1m46.800s; 2 di Resta 1m47.610s; 
3 Conway 1m47.738s; 4 Menezes 1m48.334s; 5 Vaxiviere 
1m48.343s; 6 Nato 1m50.330s; 7 Stevens 1m50.467s; 

8 Albuquerque 1m50.497s; 9 Rovera 1m50.546s; 

10 Beche 1m50.619s; 11 Lynn 1m50.661s; 12 Bourdais 
1m50.766s; 13 Frijns 1M50.802s; 14 Milesi 1m50.857s; 

15 Deletraz1m51.110s; 16 Allen 1m51.479s; 17 Brundle 
1m51.661s; 18 MLahaye 1m51.821s; 19 Bruni 1m56.143s; 
20 Fuoco 1m56.419s; 21 Christensen 1m56.439s; 

22 Pier Guidi 1m56.472s; 23 Tandy 1m57.539s; 24 Bovy 
1m59.186s; 25 Rasmussen 1m59.503s; 26 Keating 


1m59.698s;27 Ried 1m59.708s; 28 Leutwiler 2m00.030s; 
29 Flohr 2m00.489s; 30 Wainwright 2m00.597s; 31 Ulrich 
2m00.715s; 32 Dezoteux 2m00.733s; 33 DallaLana 
2m01.100s; 34 Schiavoni 2m01.303s; 35 Hyett 2m01.307s; 
36 Poordad 2m01.361s;37 Hoshino 2m01.730s. 


CHAMPIONSHIP 

Hypercardrivers 

1Hartley/Hirakawa/Buemi 149; 2 Negrao/Vaxiviere/ 
Lapierre 144; 3 Lopez/Kobayashi/Conway 133; 

4 Olivier Pla/Romain Dumas 70; 5 Pipo Derani47; 

6 Menezes/Duval40. 

Hypercar manufacturers 

1Toyota 186; 2 Alpine 144; 3 Glickenhaus 70; 4 Peugeot 42. 
LMP2drivers 


1daCosta/Gonzalez/Stevens 137; 2 Frijns/Gelael 116; 
3 Pierson/Jarvis 113; 4 Habsburg/Nato/Andrade 96; 

5 Colombo/Deletraz/Kubica 94; 6 Rast 91. 

LMP2 pro-am drivers 

1 Rovera/Nielsen/Perrodo 177; 2 Allen/Binder/Thomas 
154; 3 Lahaye/Lahaye/Heriau 129; 4 Konopka 78. 

GTE drivers 

1 Pier Guidi/Calado 135; 2 Estre/Christensen 132; 

3 Fuoco/Molina 131; 4 Bruni 125;5 Lietz115; 

6 Tandy/Milner 102. 

GTE manufacturers 

1Ferrari269; 2 Porsche 257; 3 Chevrolet 102. 
GTEAmdrivers 

1Keating/Sorensen 141; 2 Pittard/Thiim/Dalla Lana 
118; 3 Chaves 113; 4Frey 93. 


17 NOVEMBER 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 45 


aoonFs tas SF OLLOVWITWEN Same ‘ 2 


<< 
— 7 N 
mi: Azcona 


7 
> 
. a 


BRC GAS EQUIPMENT 


SAKHIR (BHR) 
ROUND 8/9 


He’s not champion yet, but it looks a 
foregone conclusion with one last World 
Touring Car Cup round to go. Mikel Azcona 
stirred up a desert storm on the series’ first 
visit to Bahrain, stretching a 35-point lead 
over Nestor Girolami to 60 thanks to a 
dominant win from pole position under 
floodlights on Friday evening, before banking 
a safe fourth in the partially reversed-grid 
race two in the heat of Saturday morning. 
Girolami needs to claim a maximum of 
65 points from the Jeddah finale at the end 
of this month to stand any unlikely chance 
of robbing Azcona of a first WTCR crown. 
A clean sweep of all three qualifying 
sessions on Friday was followed that 


Wide-open spaces allowed plenty of 


action. Monteiro is squeezed between ~~ 


Davidovski and Tassi; Girolami Jr behind | 
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evening by a comfortable fourth win of 
2022 for Azcona, BRC Hyundai team-mate 
Norbert Michelisz darting through from 
the second row to ride shotgun and deliver a 
1-2. The following morning Michelisz kept 
up his late-season hot streak, avoiding the 
first-lap chaos from seventh on the grid to 
hunt down Esteban Guerrieri’s Munnich 
Motorsport Honda and catch him by 
surprise with a fine Turn 1 pass for the 
Hungarian’s first victory of the season. 
Guerrieri held on to second, his best result 
of a difficult year, but team-mate Girolami 
faded to ninth after his fourth in race one. On 
a weekend when the Hondas were hampered 
by 40kg of compensation weight, he lacked 
the firepower to exert any title pressure. 
Once again, racing on a wide, modern 
grand prix circuit triggered plenty of WTCR 
action. Comtoyou Audi’s Nathanael Berthon 
completely botched his race-one front-row 
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BRC GAS EQUIPMENT 


start and dropped to sixth, then put in 
a decent recovery drive in the slippery 
RS3 LMS, blazing past Girolami to at 
least claim third. Tom Coronel further 
demoted Girolami on the road, but a 
deserved five-second penalty for nerfing 
Attila Tassi’s Engstler Honda off at the 
Turn 10 hairpin dropped the Dutch 
veteran to sixth behind countryman Nicky 
Catsburg, who returned to the WTCR for 
the first time since 2020 in a third Hyundai 
to support Azcona’s title bid. Catsburg had 
been punted into a first-lap spin by series 
newcomer Franco Girolami — the 2022 TCR 
Europe champion who is younger brother 
of Nestor — in an incident that also left 
Gilles Magnus’s Audi with heavy front- 
right damage. The all-rounder then pulled 
great moves on Guerrieri and Mehdi 
Bennani to claim his hard-earned fifth. 

The next morning, Catsburg added 
a third behind Michelisz and Guerrieri, 
but couldn’t hand it to Azcona because 
Berthon was between them — even though 
the Frenchman had a five-second penalty 
for passing Coronel and Tassi off the 
track on lap one. Meanwhile, Magnus went 
from victim to villain, braking way too late 
into Turn 4 and taking out reversed-grid 
polewinner — and team-mate — Bennani, 
as Tassi tapped front-row starter Franco 
Girolami into a spin. In such circumstances, 
it would have been easy for Azcona to find 
himself caught up in something unfortunate 
and not of his making. But the 26-year-old 
is driving like the champion he is soon 
to be. The best man is about to win. 
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Kristoffersson heads out on the 
highway for another triumph 


NURBURGRING (DEU) 
ROUND 6/6 


Johan Kristoffersson signed off his fifth 
World Rallycross Championship title- 
winning season in style with his eighth 
victory from 10 in 2022 in the single- 
header finale at the Nurburgring. 

The Swede’s pursuit of perfection at the 
wheel of his Kristoffersson Motorsport 
Volkswagen Polo RXie wasn’t quite a 
success. He was fastest by 0.8 seconds in 
SuperPole. He won the first heat. He won 
the third heat. He won his progression 
race. He won his semi-final. He drove 
away in the final. But dammit... he 
was given a five-second penalty for 
corner-cutting in the second heat, 


It’s Miki Biasion! No, it’s 
Guerlain Chicherit in trouble 
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which of course he won on the road. 

That gave fellow Swede Kevin Hansen 
the honour of topping the charts in the 
second heats, and it was the Peugeot 208 
RXi1e driver who was a focus of the event 
along with Niclas Gronholm at the wheel of 
his Construction Equipment Dealer Team 
PWR. This pair were locked in a battle 
for third in the championship, and initially 
this looked to be going Hansen’s way 
when Gronholm was eliminated in the 
semi-finals. But then his team-mate Klara 
Andersson, who had secured a place on 
the grid for the final, was withdrawn 
to allow Gronholm into the fray. 

Gronholm flung himself up to second at 
the start, but it was Hansen who eventually 
won the position and, seemingly, the title 
third-place spot. But his Peugeot failed 
scrutineering, and it was Gronholm who 
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WORLD OF SPORT 


CONSTRUCTION 
EQUIPMENT 
DEALER TEAM 


SAKHIR (BHR) 
Race 1 Mikel Azcona 
BRC Squadra Corse 
(Hyundai Elantra N TCR) 
Race 2 Norbert Michelisz 
BRC Squadra Corse 
(Hyundai Elantra N TCR) 


NURBURGRING (DEU) 
Johan Kristoffersson 
Kristoffersson Motorsport 
(Volkswagen Polo RX1e) 


POWERED BY 


motorsport 


For full results visit motorsportstats.com 


inherited second on the day and third 
over the season. Hansen’s team-mate and 
brother Timmy was the closest rival to 
Kristoffersson over the event and won 
the other semi-final, but lost ground in 
the first-corner jostling of the final and 
had to be satisfied with third on the day 
as he finished second in the standings. 
Two newcomers to the electric era of 
the WRX made their returns to the series, 
and each exited at the semi-final stage. 
European RX1 champion Anton Marklund 
drove the Munnich Motorsport SEAT 
Ibiza, while veteran Guerlain Chicherit 
gave a debut to his Lancia Delta Evo-e. A 
clash with Kevin Hansen in heat one ruled 
the Frenchman out of the remaining heats, 
but he returned to action and could have 
reached the final without a heavy kerb 
strike in his semi breaking the suspension. 


WORLD/RED BULL CONTENT POOL 
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WEB DIRECTORY 
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RACE RADIO 


KENWOOD /AItOte |= 


INSURANCE 


Professional Team Radio 
System For All Budgets 


MEMORABILIA RACE PREPARATION 
fOLLECTORS com #1 FOR F1 MEMORABILIA 
pri ve ~—_- BAUTOG 


We buy and oer OMP YB RAC] N G 


AYRTON SENNA specialists 
01920 462963 


07557 640179 
__ email:- sales@f1 collectors.com WWW.Y B RAC N G ° CO Mi 
INSURANCE 


Insurance for Drivers 
and Race Teams 
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS RACE PARTS 


JARE DRY sume SUMP 
|——~ ) [a OES YSTEMS 

ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC. 
www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com WWW.DRYSUMP.COM (916) 652-5282 


RACE PARTS 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


Cap Part EO Signetere” 
erformance and Tuning Parts P Y'co. u reat 
Leading performance brands online 


RACE PARTS 


Passionate About Motorsport 


RV SALES AND SERVICE 


MOTORSPORT LEGAL ADVICE 


(ic) meace.sn.crollu 


www.jjcraceandrally.com 


TO ADVERTISE IN AUTOSPORT Julia Underdown 
3h CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CONTACT T: +44 (0)1233 228753 


OUR ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER E: julia@tandemmedia.co.uk 
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MOTORSPORT JOBS CLASSIFIEDS 


RACINGEDGE—_. 


Dealers, brokers, car clubs & more! 
We're on a mission to decentralize the future of the specialty car trade, 
giving community leaders a piece of the auto industry itself. 


Contact us today to learn more about how your business can plug-in 
to our Paddock Network of Buyers and Sellers. 
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MOTORSPORT JOBS 


MOTORSPORT JOBS CLASSIFIEDS 


motorsport 
JOBS 


OPERATIONS MANAGER 
Anglesey Circuit 
To ensure the safety, presentation and operation of the 
venue and events are to the highest standard possible. 
Key Responsibilities 
¢ Project management and general maintenance of facilities 
and infrastructure within a programme and budget agreed 
with the General Manager; managing and working 
with the grounds and maintenance team to deliver and 
organising contractors when necessary. 


Monitoring and maintenance of the track and the 
resources to support circuit activity to meet the 
requirements of the governing bodies (track licence), 
organisers, marshals and medics, and circuit Users. This 
would include but not be limited to the surface of the 
track and any repairs required; backfilling; lights and 
marshals posts; track furniture and painting, and the 
utilisation of technology to improve service. 

Deliver briefing and sighting laps for private track day 
customers and briefings for drivers new to Anglesey on 
test days. 


Monitoring the Health and Safety of the venue, personnel 
and visitors and acting accordingly. Regularly reviewing 
risk assessments with the team and liaising on training 
for the wider team of marshals and medics. 


Managing event logistics: access and egress of different 
clients, set up of track, lights, reflectors etc, and circuit 
operations to ensure we are good neighbours to our 
community and comply with the circuit's noise planning 
conditions. Liaising with colleagues re cleaning, security, 
ticketing etc. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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GRAPHIC DESIGNER 


Formula One 


At Formula 1 our vision is to unleash the greatest racing 
spectacle on the planet. Our key to success is an 
organisation that values passion, integrity, and respect. 


To help deliver against this global vision we are seeking a 
Graphic Designer who will be part of the broader Commercial 
Media team and will have a pivotal role in creating branding 
documents for Fl sponsors, mock-ups and creative content 
for digital advertising. 


Main Duties & Responsibilities: 


As a Commercial Media Graphic Designer, you will be tasked 
with supporting the Commercial Media team and Executive 
Producer on the following: 


Create visual mock-ups of circuit signage for Formula 1 
race events. 


Produce print-ready artwork for on-site technicians. 
Create animations for LED signage 


Create, maintain and publish signage location drawings 
and supporting documentation. 


Maintain brand libraries and client artwork, adding assets 
into a content management system. 


Review designs for errors prior to publication. 

Be creative and actively come up with new ideas for projects. 
Support Signage producers on branding projects 

Working race weekends, along with additional hours when 
required. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


MOTORSPORT CHAMPIONSHIP ASSISTANT 


Caterham Cars 


A rare entry-level opportunity to join our small administrative team 
that operates the UK's largest motorsport series, with nearly 200 
drivers across six championships. 


The Role: 


* Assist them with the organisation, project management 
and delivery of every aspect Caterham racing in conjunction 
with the organising club (BARC); from developing the 
timetable, logistical organisation, management of the 
extended event team, right down to ordering and setting up 
hospitality. On the ground that means literally rolling up your 
sleeves, getting stuck in, and being the one that makes sure 
that our extended weekend team have got lunch. 


Become a knowledgeable and highly visible face of Caterham 
at race events; there for our competitors, ensuring everyone 
knows who and where you are, in order to provide the best 
possible service and paddock environment. 


Provide extensive communication with competitors 
throughout the year, including production and dissemination 
of post-race data and related information. 


Help deliver the hugely successful Caterham Academy 
programme for approximately fifty complete novices each 
year, ensuring it exceeds their high expectations. 


Basically, you are going to be running around the paddock, 
pulled from pillar-to-post, trying to complete ten things at 
once, whilst the senior team keep piling on the jobs. And you 
are going to do them all with a smile on your face (no gritted 
teeth permitted). 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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JOBS 


AERODYNAMICS ENGINEER INTERN 


Haas Fl Team 
Looking for an environment with a true commitment to 
excellence? 


Can you listen, engage, and produce outstanding results? 
Every individual here can and must contribute to our fast 
evolution. 


At the Haas F1 Team, diversity, equity, and inclusion are 
fundamental of who we are. Our commitment to these 
ethics is steadfast and this promise travels with us 
wherever we are in the world. 


Key Responsibilities: 


Promote teamwork and effective communications to 
develop working relationships between all personnel and 
departments. 


Participate in wind tunnel testing, coordinating all aspects 
necessary for a successful test. 


Write procedures and test plans. 
Create production documentation for test parts. 
Create reports to communicate findings. 


Analyze aerodynamic modelling (experimental & numerical 
simulation) results. 


Direct or undertake model part design. 

Develop aerodynamic analysis tools. 

Follow and maintain safety standards in all venues. 
Assume any responsibilities delegated by their seniors. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


JOBS 
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If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 
please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 


motorsport 


JOBS 
GRADUATES —e 


IImor Engineering 


We are looking for High Achieving Automotive, Mechanical 
and Electronic Engineering Graduates from the class of 
21/ 22 to join the team at Ilmor, working on exciting new 
racing and road car projects with some of the biggest 
manufacturers and teams in the world.. 


GRADUATE DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERS 
GRADUATE DESIGN ENGINEERS 
GRADUATE ELECTRONIC ENGINEERS 


For all roles you must be able to demonstrate: 


¢ Minimum degree education in a related Engineering 
Degree (i.e. Mechanical, Automotive, Electronic / 
Electronics 


¢ A Year in Industry engineering placement and/or relevant 
post graduate work experience 

* Strong understanding of engineering principles and 
different powertrain systems (including hybrid) or Electric 
propulsion and Electric Vehicle subsystems 


Combined with this experience, we would like you to display: 


Excellent Project Management skills 
A Collaborative approach to team working 


Innovation and the ability to generate ideas and new 
approaches 


Creative approaches to Problem Solving 
Agility and flexibility to meet moving deadlines 
Analytical expertise and problem solving skills. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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JOBS 


AERODYNAMICIST 
Mercedes F1 Team 

At the Mercedes-AMG Petronas Formula One Team, 
a group of passionate and determined people work to 
design, develop, manufacture and race the cars driven by 
seven-time World Champion Lewis Hamilton and rising star 
George Russell. 
The Role 
We have an exciting opening for an experienced F1 
Aerodynamicist to join one of our development groups. As 
our Aerodynamicist you will work collaboratively as part of 
asmall team, applying your thoughtful and curious nature 
to a range of stimulating challenges. By interpreting trends 
and developing understanding, you will create innovative 
engineering solutions to real problems. As a valued member 
of our Aerodynamics Department, your ideas and skills will 
make a tangible contribution to the Team. 


Roles & Responsibilities: 


Developing aerodynamic concepts 

Interpreting trends, for example from our state-of-the-art 
CFD and wind tunnel facilities 

Improving our understanding of flow structures 
Collaborating to create innovative solutions 

Surfacing and design of components 

Meshing and post-processing CFD 

Planning and running test programmes 


Enhancing the tools that you and your colleagues use to 
find performance 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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SENIOR DESIGN ENGINEER 


McLaren Automotive 


Reporting to the Principal Engineer you will own 
responsibility for the engineering design of Interior 
components and systems from Concept through to release 
for production. 

You will own the design of modules and be the architect 

of the engineering execution of designs that deliver the 
desires of the design studio to strict weight, cost and 
quality targets of the business. 


Roles & Responsibilities: 


* You will have a broad technical knowledge and experience 
of high and medium volume production technologies. 
Interior modules design a benefit but not a necessity. 
Other engineering disciplines will be considered if you can 
demonstrate an appropriate level of expertise in relevant 
technologies — Injection moulding’s, mechanism design, 
light weight composites, castings and fabrications. 
Excellent feasibility assessment of design proposals, 
including design for manufacture and DFMEA’s 
You will be able to confidently analyse and overcome 
technical challenges with workable and innovative 
engineering solutions. 

You will be highly proficient in the definition and 
application GD & T. 

Specific knowledge of Legislative and automotive design 
constraints for interior systems preferred. 

Proficient in solid modelling and surfacing using a 3D CAD 
system —- CATIA V5 preferred 

PC literate and at ease with MS Office products. 
Mechanical or Automotive Engineering Degree 2:1 or 
Equivalent work based experience. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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MEDIA AND MARKETING EXECUTIVE 
United Autosports 


An outstanding opportunity has arisen to work with one of 
the fastest growing global motorsport businesses. United 
Autosports is an established race winning team contesting 
multiple racing series around the world as well as being the 
custodians of an impressive collection of some of the most 
iconic race cars. 


The position is on a full-time employee basis with an 
immediate start date, based in Wakefield, West Yorkshire. 


The Role 


We are looking for an enthusiastic Media and Marketing 
Executive to assist with the growth of our marketing 
programme, helping to drive strategic growth as part of our 
overarching strategy. Design skills and a good understanding 
of social media marketing are two core elements. 


AAcLoren” 


Roles & Responsibilities: 


* Experience working with most social media platforms 
including Facebook, Instagram, Tik Tok, Twitter and 
LinkedIn 
Graphic design skills with the Adobe suite of software 
Video editing capabilities are an advantage 
Ability to write copy for social media 
Strong organisational skills 
Excellent written and verbal communication skills 
Ability to work in a team and autonomously 
Ability to constantly work to the highest standards, with 
minimal supervision and a strong attention to detail 
Ability to work under pressure 
Strong problem-solving skills and a propensity to stay 
calm and professional in high stress situations 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


JOBS 


If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 
please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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Slater storms to Ginetta Junior Winter Series success 


“AUTOSPORT 


CLUB RACING eHISTORICS e FEATURES N A i l O N A L 


Memories of the 
Ginetta GT4 Supercup 


Key figures reflect on the series 
now it’s been axed” 


pasa ee &eew 


BOSTON WINS RACE OF F4 DOMINATOR DUNNE AVON SET TO DISAPPEAR 
REMEMBRANCE AGAIN STEPS UP TO GB3 FROM MOTORSPORT 


RIMSAVERS 


ALLOY WHEEL RIM PROTECTORS 


re FFORMAN CC & 


Romain Carton & Technical Team 


Mathias Beche Performance "z= 

are looking for a competitive teammate | , 

to compete the SS 

2023 GT4 European Championship - <i 
_ 


ona budget share. 


After scoring many podiums and front row BERFORMANGE, STYLE & PROTECTION 
in the French GT4 Championship, the team A durable solution to the problem of 
is aiming for another strong season next year. damaged alloy wheel rims. 


D MADE IN 


For more information email BRITAIN 


info@mathiasbeche.com Gr i Buy Gnitne 
Hime: WWVWV.RIMSAVERS.com 


Collins 
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; Dunne (inset) has been 
unstoppable this year 
in British Formula 4 
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Dunne moves into GB3 with Hitech 


GB3 


Dominant 2022 British Formula 4 title- 
winner Alex Dunne will move up to the 
GB3 Championship next season, 
remaining with Hitech GP. 

The 17-year-old claimed a record- 
breaking 11 wins and a further six podiums 
during his first campaign in British F4, as 
well as finishing runner-up in the Italian 
equivalent. Hitech also secured the teams’ 
and drivers’ titles in the GB3 series with 
Luke Browning this season. 

“We had a look at different things and 
a lot of drivers go to FRECA [Formula 
Regional] or FIA Formula 3, but I think the 


F1 Abu Dhabi support 
races draw UK teams 


FORMULA 4 


Before Alex Dunne begins 
his GB3 campaign, he has 
another Formula 4 outing 


a pretty cool thing,” said 
Dunne, who will drive with 
Hitech. “The opportunity 
to race on the F1 support 
bill is pretty cool — there’s 


FRECA car is quite heavy and doesn’t really 
have a lot of downforce,” said Dunne, who 
also won races in the F4 UAE series this year. 

“Tf you go to FIA F3 in two years’ time, it’s 
not really great preparation with the FRECA 
car. The GB3 car has a lot more downforce 
so that made more sense to go with.” 

The Irishman has already sampled the 
new-for-2022 GB3 car — the Tatuus 
MSV-022 — when he completed a day 
of testing at Snetterton and two days 
on the Silverstone Grand Prix circuit. 

“Tt’s a big step up from the F4 car,” he 
said. “Copse in an F4 car there’s a reasonable 
brake but in the GB3 car you’re completely 
flat. Between F4 and GB3 there’s definitely 


two different ways of driving. The GB3 car 
feels a lot nicer, you can push it more and 
the car is going to stick with the downforce.” 
Dunne becomes the second driver 
confirmed for the 2023 GB3 season after 
John Bennett was announced last week as 
part of the Carlin line-up for his sophomore 
campaign. The 19-year-old raced with 
Elite Motorsport this year, finishing eighth 
in the standings, and took a podium during 
the final round at Donington Park. 
“My goal for next year will be to win 
the championship,” said Bennett. “I’m very 
confident that I will have everything at 
my disposal to be able to achieve this.” 
STEFAN MACKLEY 


-championship F4 
races at Yas Marina 3 


JEP/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


planned as he heads the entry 
for the non-championship 
UAE F4 trophy races in 
support of this weekend’s 
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix. 

“T’ve never been to a grand 
prix before so that will be 


not a lot of times where 

an F4 series has raced with 

them on the same weekend.” 
The rest of Hitech’s 

line-up will comprise its 

2023 British F4 signings:, 

Ginetta Junior race 


winners Will Macintyre and 
Kanato Le, and Australian 
Formula Ford frontrunner 
Jimmy Piszcyk. 

Carlin will also have a 
presence on the grid with 
New Zealander Louis Sharp, 


who finished fourth in the 
British standings this year 
despite being too young to 
contest the Donington Park 
opener, being joined by 
Australian karting graduate 
Costa Toparis. 
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OLLIE READ 


Caterham (inset) is among those 
with close Avon connections 


Avon Tyres 
factory set to 
close in 2023 


UK MOTORSPORT 


The historic Avon Tyres brand is set 
to disappear from motorsport, with a 
consultation under way about closing 
the company’s Wiltshire factory. 

Avon’s parent company Cooper Tire was 
bought by Goodyear in 2021 and there has 
since been a review into all of the brands’ 
futures. Goodyear now intends to close the 
Melksham Avon facility, which employs 
350 people, by the end of next year. 

But, until the consultation has concluded, 
a company spokesman has stressed that 
“nothing changes” and the factory will 
continue to operate as normal. In the short 
term, there will be no changes for the 
championships and series that have contracts 
for tyre supply with Avon, which can trace 
its origins back to 1885. “Cooper and Avon 
will meet any supplier obligations they’ve 
got — all contracts will be honoured,” said 
the spokesman. “That doesn’t mean every 
product line will disappear. As a group, we 
will continue to invest in motorsport.” 

Formula Ford and Caterham’s motorsport 
offerings are just two categories that have 
long associations with Avon. Leading FF1600 
team boss Kevin Mills is concerned by any 
change of supplier in the future. “We don’t 
really want to change tyres and re-engineer 
the cars, which is probably what will happen,” 
he said. “We’d prefer it just to stay the same.” 

Caterham’s chief motorsport and technical 


officer Simon Lambert added: “We’ve 
got a fantastic relationship with Avon 
over the past 25 years and it would be 
heartbreaking to see the work they’re 
doing go by the by. We use a lot of tyres 
in racing and already have alternative 
tyre manufacturers talking to us. 

“Tt would be a blow, there’s no two ways 
about that. We would be losing friends 
rather than just a tyre producer if we lose 
Avon but, on the other hand, we are 
well-placed to find an alternative.” 

Another discipline with strong links 


to Avon is hillclimbing. British Hillclimb 
Championship coordinator Tim Wilson 
is monitoring the situation and said: 
“The BHC organising team has already 
been in contact with senior staff in the 
Avon Motorsports team to discuss this 
and any impact that it may have on our 
sport. As the announcement stresses, 
nothing is changing for 2023 and it will 
be business as usual. The BHC organising 
team are committed to staying close to 
this through the consultation process.” 
STEPHEN LICKORISH & STEFAN MACKLEY 


Fisher named Driver of the Year 


CASTLE COMBE scoring six wins and four I was destined not to join 


Formula Ford champion 
Felix Fisher was named 
Castle Combe Racing Club 
Driver of the Year at its gala 
dinner at Aerospace Bristol 
on Saturday evening. 

In the imposing presence of 
Concorde, the circuit’s 70th 
anniversary celebration — 
postponed by two years due 
to COVID-19 — was attended 
by 350 CCRC members, 
guests and officials. 

Fisher, 34, finally landed 
the elusive FF1600 crown 
over a gripping season, 
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second places in TM Racing’s 
Ray, and was overjoyed with 
the additional accolade. 

“Tt was totally unexpected 
— you are totally focused on 
your own racing that you 
don’t notice who else has 
excelled in the other 
championships,” said the 
Bridgwater electrician. 

“T’d been trying to win the 
LFF1600] title for years, and 
been close before a broken 
gear selector, a cracked 
suspension pick-up and a 
split wheel thwarted me. 

I was beginning to think 


Lolder brother and three- 
time champion] Josh in the 
circuit’s history, but receiving 
the trophy with both our 
names on it is special.” 

Fisher returned to the 
stage to present a new trophy 
in memory of his late father, 
triple Combe GT champion 
Brian, to the person who has 
done the most to promote 
the championship. Current 
champion Kevin Bird won 
it for his tireless efforts 
behind the scenes. 

Saloon car champion 
Adam Prebble, who won 


Combe FF1600 champion 
was honoured by CCRC 


every race he started in the 
Interceptor Racing Vauxhall 
Astra turbo, also followed 
brother Gary and father 
Brian into the record books. 
MARCUS PYE 
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Radical teases new limited-run 
closed-cockpit ‘Project 25’ car 


RADICAL 


Radical has announced plans to produce 
a limited-edition closed-cockpit, track- 
only car next year. 
Full details for ‘Project 25’ have yet 
to be released, but the machine will use 
a spaceframe chassis and will be powered 
by the manufacturer’s V6 bi-turbo motor, 
with an expected power output of 85obhp. 
The concept, which will be limited to 
just 25 cars, was unveiled last weekend 
at Radical’s end-of-season World Finals 
event in Las Vegas. 
Radical Motorsport CEO Joe Anwyll 
said: “Twenty-five years. It’s a huge 


accolade for Radical Motorsport as 
a racecar manufacturer and single- 
make series organiser. 

“Project 25’ has been designed and 
will be built to commemorate this 
milestone and showcase the knowledge 
and skills our UK-based engineering 
and manufacturing firm has to offer.” 

More details are expected in spring 
next year, with a release due in the latter 
part of 2023. The car is set to be eligible 
to compete in the company’s revamped 
Radical Cup UK series although, given 
the small number being produced, it 
is expected to more likely be used 
on trackdays rather than raced. 


Just 25 examples of special 
25th birthday car will be made 


Metro Cup swaps MGCC for BRSCC 


METRO CUP 


The long-running Metro Cup championship 
has left the MG Car Club and will instead 
join the British Racing & Sports Car Club’s 
portfolio for 2023. 


oot Metros will appear at 
BRSCC events next year 
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The Metro Cup was one of six championships 
administered by the MGCC, but series 
organisers have decided that the move to the 
BRSCC will “open up a more varied choice of 
venues and challenges to our drivers”. 

A six-event calendar has been unveiled for 
next year, although this does solely feature 
venues the MGCC visited during 2022. 

“Drivers in the Metro Cup have enjoyed 
racing with the MG Car Club for many years, 
and have experienced some great racing 
with them,” said David Javes on behalf of 
the Metro Cup. “However, we now consider 
it is the right time to move to the BRSCC. 

“Having raced with the BRSCC numerous 
times over the years, we have seen their 
organisation first hand and consider we have 
chosen the best team to help us fulfil our 
ambition to increase the number of Metros 
on track and continue to offer some of the 
lowest-cost racing available in the UK.” 


BRITISH F4 UP TO NINE 


Isaac Barashi has become the ninth 
driver already confirmed as racing 
in British Formula 4 next year. The 
Israeli will continue with Argenti 
Motorsport, with which he made his 
single-seater debut in the final two 
events of the 2022 season, taking a 
best result of eighth at Silverstone. 


F1 ENGINEER TO MONOPOSTO 


Red Bull Formula 1 engineer Ben 
Vincent took to the track for the 
first time at Donington Park at the 
end of last month, when he tested 
an ex-Vergani Racing Formula Opel 
Lotus, raced by Marcelo Battistuzzi 
at the Leicestershire circuit in 1997, 
when he helped the Brazilian team 
finish second in the EFDA Nations 
Cup. “I did a bit of karting but never 
raced a car, but | was interested 

in this car from the engineering 
side too and hope to race it in 
Monoposto,” said Vincent. 


KOX REUNITES WITH FERRARI 


Former British Touring Car and 
British Formula 3 racer Peter Kox was 
reunited with the Prodrive Ferrari 
550 GT1 in which he won a round 
of the 2001 FIA GT Championship 
at Donington Park at the end of last 
month. With its new owner, historic 
GT racer Charles Remnant, unable 
to complete the shakedown, Kox 
was brought in. Remnant is aiming 
to debut the car in next year’s 
Endurance Legends Series, as well 
as race at the Le Mans Classic. 


PADMORE’S ARROWS RUN 


Goodwood circuit lap record holder 
Nick Padmore shook down the 
Jean-Lou Rihon-owned former Eddie 
Cheever Arrows A11/3 at Donington 
Park last month (below), the sister 
car to the Derek Warwick chassis 
that his record was set in. “This car 
had a slightly bigger cockpit than 
the Warwick car, but we are hoping 
to use it in demos in the Peter Auto 
series next season, before they add 
a class for us to race it the following 
year,” Padmore said. 
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Appeal success 
hands Doble 
the GT5 title 


GINETTA GT5 CHALLENGE 


Mikey Doble has officially been 
crowned the Ginetta GT'5 Challenge 
champion following a successful 
appeal to the National Court. 

The Xentek Motorsport driver 
initially lost out on the title at Donington 
Park after being handed a post-race 
penalty for a yellow-flag infringement 
in the final race of the season. 

The decision dropped him from second 
to fifth and provisionally handed Elite 
Motorsport rival Will Jenkins the title as a 
result. Doble appealed the decision, though, 
and at a hearing last Wednesday his penalty 
was rescinded by the independent panel 
and he was reinstated to his on-the-road 
position. The additional points were 
enough for him to secure the title. 

“T am ecstatic beyond belief to be 
reinstated to the Ginetta GT'5 Challenge 
championship win,” said Doble. “It has been 
a tough past few weeks but I am proud to 


bring the trophy back to my team, Xentek 
Motorsport, and my family to reward them 
for their hard work and sacrifice throughout 
the past two seasons.” 
He recorded seven podiums in the final 
nine races, which allowed him to overturn 
a 60-point deficit, and hand Xentek a fourth 
drivers’ title in the category to go along with 
success for Ollie Chadwick (2016), Scott 
McKenna (2019) and Josh Steed (2021). 
Chris Richards, Xentek Motorsport team 
principal, said: “We are over the moon to 


Doble finally gets to properly 
celebrate after post-race penalty 
dampened Donington mood 


JEP 


motorsport 
IMAGES 


finally get the result that we deserved. 
Mikey drove incredibly well at the 
Donington Park finale, securing the 
results in all three races we needed 

to clinch the title. 

“Tt proved to be one of closest 
championship battles we’ve witnessed 
in the GT's Challenge, showing the 
calibre of the championship and the 
drivers competing. Coming out on 
top for the second year running is 
a great achievement for the team.” 


Old Ginetta GT4 Supercup cars get BEC class 


G55s and G56s will 
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BRITCAR 


A new class has been 

created within the 

British Endurance 

Championship to cater 

for GT'4 Supercup-spec 

Ginetta G55s and Gsé6s. 
Ginetta revealed a major 

overhaul of its series 

earlier this year, including 

axing the GT4 Supercup. 


At the time, its head of 
motorsport Mike Simpson 
hinted a tie-up with an 
existing category would 
be possible to find a new 
home for these cars and an 
agreement has been made. 
It is the second example 
of BEC organiser Britcar 
and Ginetta collaborating 
on a sub-class after a G4o 
Cup division was formed 


NOT QUITE, IT NOW 
DOESN'T START ! 


+44 (0) 1929 551557 
www.aaoil.co.uk 


within the Britcar Trophy 
for this year, following the 
demise of a standalone 
grid for that category. 
“Ginetta have a nearly 
20-year relationship with 
Britcar and we are elated 
to find a new home for our 
G55 and G56 Supercup 
GT4 cars,” said Simpson. 
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: NEW PEARL OF INDIA EVENT 


The Historic Endurance Rallying 
Organisation-Endurance Rally 
Association has revealed its calendar 
of events for the next five years, 
including the addition of a new 
contest, the Pearl of India, which is 
planned for 2025. “We’ve announced 
the Pearl of India for February to 
March 2025, which will be a vibrant 
and exciting cultural adventure 
through India for 20 days,” explained 
competition director Guy Woodcock. 


WILLAN PASSES LATEST TEST 


Dan Willan capped a fine season of 
historic rallying by winning the Rally 
of the Tests earlier this month. Willan 
and Niall Frost took victory in Willan’s 
venerable Volvo PV544 on the 
challenging three-day event that 
recreates the RAC Rally of the 1950s. 
Two weeks earlier, Willan clinched 
the Historic Rally Car Register 


British GT champion Davidson Clubmans Rally Championship. 


joins Race of Remembrance dll edict 


Dan Petters gave a track debut 
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RACE OF REMEMBRANCE Kindness that took the class win, to his freshly built BMW 1 Series 
completing an additional lap. at Brands Hatch last Sunday during 
Former British GT champion Graham “We’ve got two cars and we are all the aborted 110 Years of BARC 
Davidson swapped his GT3 machinery from Aberdeen,” explained Davidson. Celebration Race, in which it was 
for amore humble Mini Cooper, as “T did the C1 24 hours at Spa a few classified 11th. The family-prepared 
he made his Race of Remembrance years ago, but this was my first time car is set to appear in 750 Motor 
debut at Anglesey last weekend. in this race and it’s great fun. Club events in 2023. 
Sharing the Mini with fellow Scottish “T lost ABS in the final start — 
racers Adam Morrison, Ian Bonthrone I had hoped that we had still beaten BRSCC FIESTA RESTRUCTURE 
and Fiona Kindness, he finished ninth them, though.” The British Racing & Sports Car 
overall and second in class in the 12-hour The 2019 British GT title winner Club has announced a restructuring 
contest that is split into three parts with returned to competition this year after two of its Fiesta categories for next year. 
a poignant Remembrance service in the seasons on the sidelines and contested Its main Fiesta championship will 
middle. But it was the sister Track rounds of British GT with three teams be renamed the Fiesta ST240 
Scotland car of Alexander Dawson, in McLaren and Mercedes machinery. Championship and will solely cater 
Craig Dillon, Lowell Forsyth and Adam PETER SCHERER for the newer turbo-engined 


machines. Then the long-running 
ST-XR Challenge will become the 

Fiesta ST150 Challenge and cater 
for the Mké6 Fiesta models (below) 


Former Navy man makes debut a ale 


numbers of older XR entries. 


RACE OF REMEMBRANCE testicular and liver cancer. explained Roke. “So, I did 
Surgery and chemotherapy my ARDS three weeks ago re 

Ex-Royal Navy man Laurence followed, before he was finally at Thruxton and here I am.” — = 
Roke progressed from being a invalided out due to the loss His first time racing in = fi 
mechanic last year to making of knee cartilage. At this point, anger was in the dark at —— 
his race debut in the Race of Mission Motorsport stepped Anglesey and, along with — 
Remembrance at Anglesey in to help him get involved his four team-mates, , » r 
last weekend after receiving in the sport. finished fifth in class with / 
support from event organiser “T was a mechanic at the their Mazda MX-5 Mk3. .—* 
Mission Motorsport and race last year on the team’s C1 “Laurence is a prime example us 
having fought cancer. and this year James Cameron of what Mission Motorsport 

After 14 years in the Navy, [Mission Motorsport CEO and is all about,’ added Cameron. 
Roke was diagnosed with both — founder] suggested I drove,” PETER SCHERER 
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BELL SPORT CHALLENGE 


Asacompany, Bell Sport & Classic is passionate 
about Ferraris. Butitis now looking to takeits 
passion forthe Prancing Horse’s machinesto the 
next level. In addition to restoring, servicing and 
selling Ferraris, the Hertfordshire organisation 

is set to promote its own one-makerace series 
fortheminthe UKnextyear. 

Thenew Bell Sport Challengewill be opentoall 
models of paddleshift Ferrari Challenge cars, right 
from the 360 Challenge up tothe current 488 beast, 
with individualclasses for each. The category is 
designed to take gentleman racers that perhaps 
have one of thesecars lying largely unused out 
onto the racetrackina friendly environmentand 
compete against like-minded individuals. And that 
willall bein aseries where Bell Sport & Classic’s 
enthusiasm for Ferraris shines through. 

“We’revery excited - we’veall got Ferrari inthe 
blood,” says Peter Smith, the company’s head of 


2 April Donington Park National 
4June Snetterton 300 

8 July Brands Hatch GP 

13 August Brands Hatch Indy 

30 September Oulton Park International 
8 October Snetterton 300 
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acquisitions and sales and also the coordinator 
forthenewraceseries. “Most ofthe management 
team here are ex-Ferrari main dealer network 
and were around when these cars were being 
sold to ourclients.” 

The Bell Sport Challenge Series is set to feature 
2x 30-minute races, with a20-minute qualifying 
session, per weekend - offering quality tracktime 
at some of the UK’s premier race circuits. Working 
alongside the Ferrari Owners’ Club GB and 
MotorSport Vision Racing, astunningsix-round 
calendar has been put together starting at 
Donington ParkinApriland concluding at 
Snetterton in October. Butthe unquestionable 
highlightis the rarechance to race on the prestigious 
Brands Hatch Grand Prix circuitin July and allow the 
power of the Ferrari Challenge carsto be unleashed. 

And just asimportantas the on-track action is 
what’s happening away from the racing, too, with 
theorganisers focused on creating a “really good, 
social atmosphere in the paddock”. “We will havea 
hospitality centre where our drivers and teams can 
havea coffee, sit down and where we as promoters 
can listen to any feedback,” says Smith. 


Regulations are now availableand to find out 
moreinformation about being a part of the inaugural 
season of this exciting new series, head to 
bellsportchallengeseries.co.uk 


Website | bellsportchallengeseries.co.uk 
Instagram | @bellsportclassic 


Call Peter Smith - 07900 244744 
Email | peter@bellsportchallengeseries.co.uk 


BELL SPORT 
CHALLENGE 
Series 2023 


Supported by 


MEEK. 
FOS2EF EH 


LIGHTS OUT... 
LETS GO 
RACING! 


BELL SPORT 
CHALLENGE 
Series 2023 


Launching in 2023, a UK-based 


one-make series open exclusively to 
paddle shift Ferrari Challenge cars 


OPINION CLUB AUTOSPORT 


Thinking outside of the box 


In these uncertain economic times, innovation can be a gamble. But several organising 


clubs are trying something different for next year and it could pay off 


STEPHEN LICKORISH 


tamoment of great economic uncertainty, it is very 
easy for organisers to keep things simple. Given the 
A continual stream of depressing news about the state 
of the nation’s finances — right from an individual 
level up to the government — you would perhaps 
expect national motorsport clubs to release fairly standard 2023 
calendars with no big surprises and maybe put plans to launch 
new series on hold. 

Yet the tough times also present an opportunity and, by trying 
something different, the gamble could bring handsome rewards 
by standing out from the crowd. And it is therefore fascinating 
to assess some of the interesting developments for next year 
announced by organising clubs in recent weeks. 

Some have chosen to stick to the well-trodden route and 
concentrate on the most popular venues — the likes of Donington 
Park, Silverstone and Brands Hatch — while others have opted for 
something different. A great example of this is the Classic Sports 
Car Club. It always tries to keep its schedule fresh each year and, for 
2.023, is due to return to smaller venues Mallory Park (for the first 
time in three years) and Croft (its last visit was in 2017), alongside 
the traditional staples.“There are alot of championships that have 
dropped the smaller circuits — some just do MSV circuits, plus 
Silverstone,” says CSCC director David Smitheram.“As aclub, we 
think it’s important to mix it up.” Such an attitude is fantastic — 


“A February season-opener is 
a risk, but it’s another example 
of trying something different” 


not only doesit give members something new to look forward to 
each year, it also ensures the smaller venues are supported, which 
is vitally important for their survival. It is an approach that does 
not always pay off — suchas the club suffering some tiny grids 
when it visited Knockhill for the first time last year — but it is 
great to see it not just sticking to the norm. 

One of the standout features of the CSCC calendar, aside from 
end-of-season trips to Sebring and Daytona to celebrate its 20th 
anniversary and interesting plans for its July Anglesey visit, is its 
February season-opener at Silverstone. Yes, you read that right, 
February. For many years, the club racing season has been confined 
toa traditional mid-March until mid-November period, with 
virtually no events outside of this. There is no doubting the 
February date is arisk, given the chance of snow or other bad 


weather, but is another example of trying something different. 

When the coronavirus pandemic hit, one of the few positives 
was the way in which it challenged conventions and forced long- 
held practices into changing. It did indeed lead to a temporary 
shift in that traditional March-November calendar with the 
750 Motor Club holding one event in mid-December in 2020, 
between lockdowns. Despite the unusual time of year, it attracted 
avery impressive 28 cars on average across the eight grids. Yes, 
those numbers were slightly down on those achieved during 
the rest of the year and it was ina period when people were 
just desperate to race at any time and any place, but it proves 
that events outside the usual time window can work. 

Another organiser witha revamped calendar is the Scottish 
Motor Racing Club. Rather than its usual focus on Knockhill, it is 
expanding upon its away-day events from recent years by offering 
each of its categories a visit to Anglesey along with either one or 
two trips to the likes of Kirkistown, Cadwell Park and Croft. Again, 
this has been done to“provide our drivers with more variety” and 
give them a mixture of dates at both Knockhill and other venues. 

Alongside the calendar creativity, the financial volatility has not 
put off many organisers from launching new categories for next 
season. None more so than the British Racing & Sports Car Club 
that, as wellas attracting a plethora of existing series to its portfolio, 
is also launching several new ones of its own. The electric single- 
seater offered in Formula Foundation-E is something unique for the 
club racing world, although it remains to be seen whether circuit 
racers are quite ready to adopt the alternative power just yet. 

Itsnew Audi TT Cup Racing division has shown some promise, 
while its Evolution Trophy is an intriguing concept. This will 
be home to several new initiatives the club is aiming to get off 
the ground, but they will all share a grid during their initial 
development phase. Given the tough times, that seems a 
very sensible approach and avoids the risk of the BRSCC 
overcommitting and buying more track time than it needs for 
classes not yet justifying a standalone grid. Equally, it could create 
a few headaches if one of the ideas suddenly really takes off! 

But one new series that appears a little unnecessary is the 
Miata Trophy from MotorSport Vision Trackdays for Mk1 
and Mk3 models of the Mazda MX-5. There are already plenty 
of places for these cars to race and launching another series for 
them risks diluting the pool and helping no one — exactly what 
needs to be avoided at atime like this. 

We still donot know the true impact on club motorsport from 
the dark clouds gathering over the UK economy. But, given the 
uncertainty, it is encouraging to still see organisers thinking 
outside of the box and not just simply battening down the 
hatches. After all, evolution can be the greatest survival tactic..¥ 
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Superb Slater 
seals Ginetta 
Winter Series 


BRANDS HATCH 
BARC 
12-13 NOVEMBER 


World and European karting champion 
Freddie Slater produced a brilliant 
performance to claim the Ginetta Junior 
Winter Series title at Brands Hatch, 
recording three dominant victories 

and coming close to a clean sweep had 

a troublesome clutch not forced him to 
make a false start in the opening contest. 

Slater, a mid-season debutant in the 
main Junior Championship in 2022, shone 
in all four races held at the Kent circuit over 
the weekend as he battled R Racing team- 
mates and fellow returning drivers Luke 
Watts and Luca Hopkinson for the title. 

The trio also faced strong competition 
from two other notable returnees 
Alisha Palmowski, the 2022 Ginetta 
Scholarship winner, and Elite 
Motorsport’s Mckenzie Douglass. 

Race one began dramatically when Slater, 
struggling with his clutch, lurched forward 
long before the starting lights had gone 
out, but even the inevitable awarding of 
a10-second penalty did not prevent him 
indulging in a battle for the lead with Watts, 
who was unaware that he did not need 
to overhaul Slater to take the race win. 

Watts eventually claimed the victory 
ahead of Hopkinson after the resultant 
sanction dropped Slater to eighth, while 
Douglass charged through to third 
from 14th on the grid. 

Slater got the better of poleman Watts 
in race two and was never headed thereafter, 
while Palmowski took third to put her in 
championship contention. This was after 
she had salvaged fourth in race one despite 
running wide at Clark Curve early on. 

Preptech UK star Palmowski claimed 
pole for race three, but Slater repeated his 
second race performance to secure another 


| Hall was never headed 
_ at Brands and won the © 


~ 2022 JSCC crown | c 


% 
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convincing win, as Watts lost second to 
Palmowski when he was handed a penalty 
for exceeding track limits. 

The trio headed into the finale separated 
by just six points, but Watts’s hopes 
of taking the crown disappeared within 
yards of the start as he was involved in an 
incident that led to a race stoppage. At the 
restart, Slater overcame an early challenge 
from Douglass before powering to a third 
win and a deserved title triumph. After 
falling away from Slater, Douglass emerged 
from a six-car tussle to take a hard-earned 
second ahead of Reza Seewooruthun. 

Maximus Hall picked the perfect 
moment to record his second successive 
hat-trick in the trio of Junior Saloon Car 
Championship contests, enabling him to 
grab the title at the expense of season-long 
rival Harry Hickton, who was hindered by 
engine problems throughout the weekend. 

Hall claimed a lights-to-flag win in race 
one ahead of Travis Chapman and Jamie 
Petters after Daire Flock and Harry Smith 
had tangled at Druids on the penultimate 


444794 FS <& 
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lap. Chapman and Flock took the challenge 
to Hall in races two and three respectively, 
but he proved to be unbeatable. 

Wayne Rockett took advantage of 
a mistake at Graham Hill Bend by long- 
time race leader Neale Hurren to take his 
fifth victory of the season in the opening 
Hyundai Coupe Cup contest. Mark Ridout 
admitted being on pole for the race “felt 
like being thrown into the deep end” as he 
dropped to third at the start, but he was able 
to hold the position through to the finish. 

Hurren was also honest in his assessment 
when he confessed “he did not know what 
was happening” when he slid off on to the 
grass seconds after spotting leader Rockett 
slowing with gearbox issues in the closing 
stages of race two. Ridout picked up the 
pieces as he came through to snatch the 
spoils ahead of Adam Jones. 

Michael Eustace (BMW E46 M3) twice 
got the better of Rod Birley’s Ford Escort 
WERC to claim both Classic and Modern 
Motorsport Club Super Saloons/Tin Tops 
wins, although Birley’s challenge in race 
two was slowed by a puncture. Paul 
Watson was delighted to collect a pair 
of thirds in his E36 M3, the first of which 
came after Ronan Bradley spun his M3 
into the gravel exiting Graham Hill Bend 
on the penultimate lap. 

Lewis Smith took victory in both 
Intermarque Silhouette races aboard his 
Mercedes SLK. Malcolm Blackman grappled 
with brake bias issues in his Vauxhall Tigra 
before claiming second in race one, but a 
retirement in the second contest enabled 
Eric Boulton to claim the position in 
his similar car after he fended off the 
challenge of Dave York’s Tigra. 

MARK LIBBETER 


way RAs es a 


SF OS AAT Me 


Three out of four . 
~ wins handed Slater the — 


_> Ginetta Winter Series title 


Race 1 Luke Watts 
Races 2, 3 & 4 Freddie Slater 


Races 1, 2 & 3 Maximus Hall 


Race 1 Wayne Rockett (above) 
Race 2 Mark Ridout 


Races 1 & 2 Michael Eustace (BMW E46 M3) 


Races 1 & 2 Lewis Smith (Mercedes SLK, below left) 


L i 


Anton Martin (Ford Escort) 


Bryan Bransom/Kevin Clarke (BMW E46 M3) 


NATIONAL REPORTS CLU| 


CTCRC’s Allcomers handicap had 
an entertaining on-track fight 


_— _ 
—— 


Sr 


With championship pressures lifted 

and drivers still eager to compete before 
the off-season, the Classic Touring Car 
Racing Club brought the curtain down 
on its campaign at Brands Hatch with 

a handicap Allcomers event. 

The race, open to cars and drivers 
that have appeared in the numerous 
CTCRC championships throughout 
the season, provided an element of 
variation and an unlikely race winner. 

Entries included Ferrari Challenge 
champion Lucky Khera at the wheel of 
his BMW E46 M3, triple Mini Se7en title 
winner Tim Sims in his Austin Mini Cooper 
S, Mike Manning’s Ford Sierra RS500 and 
the Ford Escort 1600 of Anton Martin. 

Pole was taken by Bryan Bransom’s 
E46 M3, ahead of Khera, and Jasver 
Sapra’s similar car fourth behind the 
Mini Cooper JCW of Marlo Cordell, while 
Martin started 15th on the 16-car grid. 

Martin began the race with the upper 
hand as the slower qualifiers enjoyed 
a certain amount of laps advantage - 
known as credit laps - over their faster 
counterparts. The number of credit laps 
would decrease for drivers higher up 
the grid, meaning Martin effectively 
started the race with a lead of more 
than 10 laps over the fastest drivers. 
This meant that, if Bransom or Khera 


BARC Celebration Race 
was abandoned early on 


(no credit laps allotted) had a hope of 
winning the race outright, they would 
have to overcome the deficit over the 
course of the 40-minute event. 

Asecond-row start meant Sapra had 
a one-lap advantage over fellow BMW 
drivers Bransom and Khera, but that did 
not stop the trio battling and providing 
the main entertainment of the race 
before a safety car period neutralised 
the contest and gave ‘leader’ Martin 
a better opportunity of holding his 
advantage to the finish. 

As racing resumed, Sapra made 
a break from Khera and Bransom and 
was steadily overcoming his deficit before 
another caution period was required to 
retrieve the Ford Puma of Patrick De Bolla 
from the Paddock Hill Bend gravel. 

Racing resumed with just over three 
minutes left to go, but the time proved 
insufficient for anybody to overhaul 
Martin. He claimed victory in the race by 
two laps ahead of Michael Rudge’s M3, 
while Sapra came home third. 

“That was a lot of fun,” Sapra said 
post-race. “I enjoyed a really good and 
clean battle with Bryan and Lucky, and 
| hope there will be a chance to do that 
type of race again in the future.” 

Sapra was set to team up with Khera 
and do battle with Bransom (sharing with 
Kevin Clarke) again in their E46 M3s as 
they started on the front row for the 
110 Years of BARC Celebration Race. 

A total of 19 cars lined up on the grid, 
which included ex-British Touring Car star 
Dan Welch (sharing a Mazda MX-5 Mk4 
with Paul Roddison), but thick fog meant 
the race had to be abandoned with barely 
half an hour of the planned 110 minutes 
run. Bransom/Clarke were declared 
the winners ahead of Sapra/Khera. 

TE 


17 NOVEMBER 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 63 


ALL PHOTOGRAPHY: STEVE JONES 


Another win for Boston’s Elise, 
but there were engine issues 
and penalties to overcome 


Boston victorious again in Race of Remembrance 


ANGLESEY 
BRSCC RACE OF REMEMBRANCE 
11-13 NOVEMBER 


For the third successive year, Rob Boston’s 
Lotus Elise was victorious at Anglesey in 
the Race of Remembrance, but this time he 
had ex-British GT racer Tom Roche sharing. 
Roche was in charge from the start 
of the three-part 12-hour race, as the 
Caterhams of Calum Lockie and Callum 
McDougall battled for second with 
Jason MclInulty’s ES Motorsport Elise. 
All four had gone a lap clear of the rest 
at the one-hour mark, with Lockie having 
reclaimed second from McInulty, and 
McDougall a further 22 seconds back in 
the RAF/Turn 7 Motorsports car. Steve 
McCulley’s Rocket Racing Caterham and 
Ben Short’s Mazda MX-5 completed the 
early top six and, with the safety car out, 
Lockie and McCulley made their first stops. 
Roche pitted from the lead after 40 laps, 
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when the safety car appeared again. “We 
were planning to change at the go-minute 
mark, but we were a bit early and then, 
when Rob rejoined, there were some 
concerns over the alternator,” he said. 

Darkness had fallen before the second 
hour was completed. McDougall stayed 
out almost 56s up on Andrew Perry in the 
Rocket Caterham, while Short was still on 
the lead lap, with Boston fourth and Rrutuj 
Patki fifth, having taken over the Williams 
Motorsport Caterham from Lockie. 

“T managed just over two hours — the car 
felt great but I couldn’t match the pace of 
the other Caterhams,” McDougall admitted. 

Lloyd and Neil Huggins were next in for 
RAF/Turn 7 and still led after the fourth 
hour. But there was a long safety car period 
at this point as the MclInulty Elise put a rod 
through the block and caused a number 
of laps to be completed via the pitlane. 

Neil Huggins had a huge four-lap lead 
by now, with Bailey Edwards second, in 


Race is like no other, with poignant 
Remembrance service part-way through 


the ES relay team Elise, with Patki still in 
the Williams Caterham third, from Benja 
Hedley’s Unlimited Performance Consulting 
Caterham. McCulley/Perry were down 

to ninth and Boston/Roche were 1oth, 

after a wire came off the alternator. 

There were three more hours before part 
one of the race ended and, as the pitstop 
strategies began to unfold, more dramas 
followed. McCulley had a spell in front but 
was forced to pit with no lights after a wire 
came off and killed the power, and Andrew 
Jebson in the RAF/Turn 7 car had to pit 
in the sixth hour to change batteries, 
because the alternator wasn’t charging. 

As the red-and-white chequered flag 
appeared, Henry Williams was first in 
the Williams Caterham, from McCulley 
and the ES Elise of Michael Edwards. 

The UPC Caterham of Neil Perry and 

360 Mini of Duncan Rogers were next up, 
while Boston/Roche were sixth but had a 
two-lap penalty for exceeding driving time. 

Overnight, the Boston Elise had an engine 
change, but it was straight into part two 
of the race, a 90-minute session, before a 
break for the pitlane Remembrance service. 
McCulley came in after one lap so as not 
to exceed his drive time but, as the flag 
came out again, Williams still led Edwards, 
with Rocket’s Perry third, from Boston. 

So, as the third and final part commenced, 
Williams soon pitted from the lead, handing 
to Lockie. But it wasn’t long before their 
race was run with a blown engine. The 
dramas continued when Boston had to pit 
for a 90s penalty, for an alleged yellow-flag 
infringement. Therefore, into the final hour, 
the Edwards’s ES Elises and McCulley/Perry 
Caterham led the way, with Boston and 
Roche trying to unlap themselves in third. 

It came down to a straight fight between 
Roche and McCulley. Although the Rocket 


RACE 4 REWIENWI DE 


oS ae 1 Rob peeton cine (Rob Boston/ 
Tom Roche - Lotus Elise); 2 Rocket Racing 

(Steve McCulley/Andrew Perry - Caterham 270R) 
+8.574s; 3 ES Motorsport (Michael Edwards/Bailey 
Edwards - Lotus Elise); 4 RAF Motorsports/Turn 7 
(Callum McDougall/Neil Huggins/Lloyd Huggins/ 
Andrew Jebson - Caterham Sigmax); 5 Unlimited 
Performance Consulting (Benja Hedley/Neil Perry/ 
David Rooke - Caterham 270R); 6 360MRC/Project 
Lifting Service Ltd (Duncan Rogers/Martin Smith/ 
William Smith - Mini Cooper S). Class winners ES 
Motorsport; Track Scotland 1 (Alexander Dawson/ 
Craig Dillon/Lowell Forsyth/Adam Kindness - 
BMW Mini Cooper); Clapham North MOT (George 
Grant/Nick Rutter - Mazda MX-5 Mk3); Royal Navy 
Royal Marines Motorsport (Michael Wells/Keith 
Attwood/Adam Dewis/Sebastian Unwin - BMW 
116i); Autobliss (Andrew Dyer/Stuart Bliss/Richard 
Bliss - Toyota Aygo); FDL Packaging/CSC Racing 
(Patrick Scharfegger/Nicholas Cunniffe/James 
Cunniffe/David Scotting - Citroen C1). Fastest lap 
Rob Boston Racing 1m36.741s (78.14mph). 

Pole Rob Boston Racing. Starters 55. 


Matthew Bolton (BMW M3, below) 


Caterham was first at the flag, Roche/ 
Boston were the overall winners on the 
three-part aggregate. The Edwards Elises 
were two laps down in third, from RAF/ 
Turn 7’s Caterham, followed by UPC’s 
Caterham and the 360MRC Mini Cooper S. 

Mark Jones’s VW Golf soon hunted 
down Matthew Bolton’s BMW M3, after 
a slow getaway in the Clubsport Trophy 
contest. But Connor Modro’s Ginetta G40 
was closing on the duelling pair, splitting 
them at the end of lap eight of 24 and 
leading into Peel a lap later. 

Jones handed to Tony Rogers in the pits 
but, although he rejoined ahead, a short- 
stop penalty was added, which dropped the 
pair to sixth. Bolton was the real leader, but 
couldn’t shake off Modro. They swapped 
again on lap 18, but only briefly, before 
any hope Modro had of another attack was 
dashed as the last three laps were behind 
the safety car. Rob Phillips’s Honda Civic 
was third, from Paul Bancroft’s similar car, 
and Gary Mitchell’s Renault Clio was fifth. 


NATIONAL REPORTS CLUB A 


BATTLE FROM ACROSS THE ATLANTIC Operation Motorsport Canada, along with team-mates 
USA, séeanth their F Rate ca eemenbene preparation when their Honda Civic Type Rs started 

the transatlantic journey in sea containers back in September. Both teams were trained by Skip 
Barber Racing School chief instructor Mike Stillwagon, himself a TC America racer and part of the 
US team. It was the Canadians that won the duel, in eighth overall, compared to the US in 12th. 


JEW CHALL E BMW 116 Trophy drivers Paul Cook and Wayne Lewis had two new members in 
their RAF Pirouettes Gun car, Martyn Astley and Emma Ockendon. “It’s my first time in the BMW 
and my first race for a while with a roof on, as | have spent this season in Formula Junior with an Elva,” 
said ex-RAF man Astley. Astley also helped train Ockendon, as it was her first ever race. Their aim was 
to make the finish after 12 hours of racing, which they succeeded in doing to take eighth in class. 


| REPARES FOR 2023 Tim Evans and Lee Cuming were in the Clubsport Trophy in one 
aif the Audi TTs destined for next year’s new BRSCC category. “We built the car, there were a few 
problems, but it’s been developed now by SW Motorsports and ready to race next season,” said Evans. 
“It’s a standard engine to keep the price down and we expect a big grid.” The TT has already raced 
several times during development, but retired from this contest after an off three laps from home. 
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GT4 SUPERCUP MEMORIES 


he Brands Hatch British Touring Car finals 
meeting is often a time for reflection. Among the 
excitement and tension of the title deciders, many 
are also looking back over the season and plenty 
of drivers will be preparing to bid farewell to teams 
or series. But this year’s curtain-closer truly was the end of an 
era as it marked Ginetta’s final appearance on the BTCC bill. 
While Ginetta Junior will continue in its new home alongside 
British GT next year, it signalled the end of the road for the 
GT4 Supercup as the series is now being scrapped. 
It concluded with Aston Millar blasting his V8-powered G56 
to the final victory, becoming the 58th different winner from 365 
races over a 14-year period that featured three models of Yorkshire 
sportscar. The series was originally known as the Ginetta G50 Cup 
when it started in 2008 and featured at British GT meetings, 
before teaming up with the BTCC the following year. The G55 was 
introduced for 2011 — also when the Supercup moniker was adopted 
— and then the G56 made an appearance for this season’s final 
campaign. Out of those 58 winners, scores have gone on to enjoy 
success in the BTCC or GT contests and it was perhaps fitting 
that at the GT'4 Supercup’s final weekend, one of its most 
notable alumni, Tom Ingram, claimed the BTCC crown. 
Ingram’s fellow BTCC frontrunners Jake Hill and Adam Morgan 
— who won the 2011 title and received a funded season in the 
BTCC the following year — were among those to learn their 


Freke and Century joined 
G50 Cup grid in 2009 and 
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trade in the series, while 2020 Porsche Carrera Cup GB 
dominator Harry King and 2021 British GT4 title winner 
Will Burns are other notable graduates. 

But one person who perhaps has a greater connection to the 
GT4 Supercup than any other is Nathan Freke. The Century 
Motorsport boss began competing in the G50 Cup in 2009, 
claiming that year’s title, and has remained involved ever 
since, his squad being a constant presence. However, it is a very 
different team now to the one Freke drove for in 2009, when 
he admits to having a tricky introduction to the championship. 

“We hadn’t even run a GT car before, up until 2008 we were 
still running karts,” Freke recalls. “We turned up at the first round 
completely untested — we picked the car up, and had done 
the media day, and that was it. I was driver and engineer 
and a couple of my friends were mechanics.” 

Yet Freke was a successful driver, having won the 2006 British 
Formula Ford crown, and he was able to clinch a hat-trick of 
podiums at the Brands Hatch opener. He struggled at Thruxton 
having not tested beforehand, but from there on he won 15 of the 
remaining 22 races to secure a dominant title win. “My season in 
2009 was just a fairytale,’ says Freke. “If someone had said to me 
at the start of the year you will be champion and dominate the 
field, I would’ve just laughed at them.” 

The success also catapulted the fledging Century operation into 
the limelight. “After we won the title, people were queueing at the 
door for us to run them in Ginettas,” he says. “I bought a truck and 
all the equipment and we ran four cars in 2010 — it just snowballed.” 

That initial Ginetta foray marked the start of a long-standing and 
successful relationship between Century and the GT'4 Supercup, 
with Tom Oliphant (2015) and James Kellett (2022) also claiming 
overall titles with the team. Unsurprisingly, it secured the most 
victories of any outfit to compete in the series, even with some 
fallow periods along the way. 

But Freke was not the only notable Ginetta driver to begin 
their long association with the series back in 2009. National 
racing stalwart Colin White also joined the grid for the first 
time that year and went on to make a total of 297 appearances 
across the Gs5o, G55 and G56 eras. 

“T was looking for something in England that was a sensible 
car to buy and race,” recalls White of entering Ginetta competition. 
“T went to Thruxton and that was when the SEAT's were just 
finishing [the Cupra championship was axed in 2008] and they said 
there’s a new car coming with the Ginetta and it’s a spaceframe 


“We hadn't run a GT car before, we turned 
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CLUB AUTOSPORT GT4 SUPERCUP MEMORIES 


KEY STATISTICS FROM THE 


GINETTA GT4 SUPERCUP 


Eres 


OVERALL CHAMPIONS 


2008 
2009 
2010 
2011 
2012 
2013 
2014 
2015 
2016 
2017 
2018 
2019 
2020 
2021 
2022 


Nigel Moore 
Nathan Freke 
Frank Wrathall 
Adam Morgan 
Carl Breeze 
Tom Ingram 


Tockwith Motorsports, G50 
Century Motorsport, G50 
Dynojet, G50 
Ciceley Racing, G55 

Total Control Racing, G55 
JHR Developments, G55 


Charlie Robertson HHC Motorsport, G55 


Tom Oliphant 
Tom Wrigley 
Callum Pointon 
Charles Ladell 
Harry King 

Will Burns 
Adam Smalley 
James Kellett 


Century Motorsport, G55 
Rob Boston Racing, G55 
HHC Motorsport, G55 
Rob Boston Racing, G55 
Elite Motorsport, G55 
Rob Boston Racing, G55 
Elite Motorsport, G55 
Century Motorsport, G56 


MOST WINS FORA DRIVER MOST POLES FORA DRIVER 


45 
24 
22 
ig 
17 
U7 


MOST WINS IN A SEASON 


15 
14 
13 
11 
11 
leit 


MOST PODIUMS FORA DRIVER 


Carl Breeze 
Nathan Freke 
Tom Sharp 
Nigel Moore 
Tom Ingram 
Tom Hibbert 


Nathan Freke (2009) 
Nigel Moore (2008) 
James Kellett (2022) 
Tom Sharp (2012) 
Tom Ingram (2013) 
Harry King (2019) 


115 CarlBreeze 

63 WillBurns 

46 Frank Wrathall 

44 Tom Sharp 

43 Tom Hibbert 

42 Nathan Freke 
MOST FASTEST LAPS 
FOR A DRIVER 

33 Carl Breeze 

22 Nathan Freke 

21 TomIngram 

18 Tom Sharp 

18 James Kellett 

14 Frank Wrathall 


20 


DAA AA AN O 


Carl Breeze 
Nathan Freke 
Nigel Moore 
Tom Ingram 
Tom Sharp 
Frank Wrathall 
Charlie Robertson 
Jamie Orton 
Harry King 
Will Burns 
James Kellett 


MOST STARTS 
FORA DRIVER 


297 
238 
190 
130 
123 
LAs; 


Colin White 
Reece Somerfield 
Carl Breeze 

Tom Sharp 

Will Burns 

Tom Hibbert 


MOST WINS FORA TEAM 


69 
48 


Century Motorsport 
Rob Boston Racing 
Total Control Racing 
Elite Motorsport 
JHR Developments 
HHC Motorsport 


Note: All statistics cover the 
2008-22 period and include 
the Ginetta G50 Cup and 
Ginetta GT4 Supercup eras 
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Ingram describes GT4 Supercup a 
as a “great series to be a part of” bt = 
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— the same as the ASCAR and hot rods I’d been racing all my life.” 

This immediately grabbed White’s attention and retained his 
interest across the next 13 years, during which he claimed four 
class crowns. There were plenty of reasons White kept coming 
back for more, not least the TV coverage racing on the BTCC 
package brought for his CWS business and the satisfaction he 
got from his small, independent team taking on larger operations. 
“Tt was having a series that’s organised well and run well and 
the rules and regulations are abided by and enforced,” he adds. 
“The hospitality got better every year and they always seemed 
to have some fast drivers in each of their classes.” 

While White was often found in the Pro-Am/Am divisions, he 
could still mix it with the frontrunners and achieved five overall 
podiums, which he describes as his most memorable moments — 
the most recent coming at Knockhill this year. 

Clearly, joining the TOCA bill for 2009 was a key moment in the 
category’s history as a third long-standing figure also joined for the 
first time that year. Carl Breeze had already competed in the BTCC 
and the SEAT Cupra championship before and, seeking to remain 
on the TOCA package, he opted to race a G50. He finished third in 
the standings that year, and never finished outside the top three in 
the points over the next six seasons, including winning the title in 
2012 and securing the most wins of any driver in the series with 45. 

“That was a great championship — there was always a good level 
of competition,” Breeze reflects. “Every year there was some young 
up and coming champion stepping up from Ginetta Junior.” 

Unsurprisingly, he picks out his title-winning year as his 
highlight — not least because he had a tricky start to the season 
struggling for budget with the Tollbar Racing squad in an older, 
loaned car, while Tom Sharp was winning the first five contests. 

“After two rounds, I changed teams and went to Total Control 
Racing and changed car,” remembers Breeze. “After three rounds, 
we were about 100 points off Tom Sharp and it looked like it 
was going to be a tall order to win the championship.” 

But, from the remaining 18 races, Breeze only once finished off 
the podium. “We got to Brands Hatch and, on the Saturday, Tom 
had a driveshaft failure and didn’t finish and he started at the back 
of the grid for race two — I remember him coming through like 
a train!” Breeze continues. “Looking back, I drove the race of my 
life. I just defended the inside and he was pushing me down 
the straights. I don’t know how I held him off! In the last race, 

I needed to finish in the top six to win and I was third. 

“Tt felt like payback for the other seasons where we were so close 
— I didn’t want to go down in the record books as the bridesmaid 
with the most wins and never winning the championship!” 

One of the drivers who managed to get the better of Breeze was 
Ingram, during a successful 2013 season that followed him winning 
the Junior and second-tier G5o Cup titles in previous years. “It 
was a great series to be a part of because it allowed me to do what I 
wanted to do,” he says. “I wanted to stay on the TOCA package and 


Breeze defends mightily 
_ from Sharp to seal 2012 title 


I wanted to go off and race in touring cars and it enabled me to 
do that. Through that chance to stay on the TOCA package, I 
had the opportunity with Jason Plato and the KX Akademy.” 

Ingram highlights how Ginetta chairman Lawrence Tomlinson 
was “massively helpful” in helping him secure a last-minute deal 
to join the grid in 2011. “Without Lawrence’s support, I wouldn’t 
have been able to take that step towards winning the BTCC 
championship this year,” he adds. 

Even though the G55 bears little resemblance to the Hyundai 
130 N he drives now, Ingram still says his time in the series was 
very useful. “It teaches you a lot in a single-make series — that 
doesn’t matter if you’re coming from Clios or Minis — single-make 
championships are really what forces you to find the last bit and 
I think that’s an important factor,” he explains. “It was a bloody 
tough championship — there were some fast guys in it.” 

Despite the standard of the competition, Ingram was still able 
to achieve 11 wins in that title-winning season. But Kellett went 
two better this year as he produced a dominant display having 


GT4 SUPERCUP MEMORIES CLUB AUT 


White (|) has fond memories 


WAGE Uris: to the overall podium 2b 
-, 


achieved his long-held dream to race in the series. “It’s a great 
championship and it’s sad to see it go,” he says. “It’s been my dream 
to race in it since I was 14 years old when I first did Ginetta Junior 
— the GT4 Supercup drivers were the drivers I looked up to. 

It means a lot to me just to race in the championship.” 

The next generation of Junior graduates will not have such 
an opportunity following September’s announcement that the 
GT4 Supercup would be discontinued. It was fitting that White 
should wave the chequered flag at the end of the second race 
on the final Brands Hatch weekend, while still recovering 
from injuries sustained in a crash at Thruxton in August, 
and describes feeling “privileged to do such a thing”. 

But Freke perhaps sums up the feeling over the series’ demise 
best, saying “let’s smile that it happened rather than be sad it’s 
stopping” It may not have had the most competitive of grids in 
recent times, but there is no disputing the impact the Ginetta 
GT4 Supercup had on national motorsport for over a decade. 

The ongoing success of Ingram and co is testament to that. 


SS MILLERS Cie 


Kellett was the class of the field 
in GT4 Supercup’s final season 


SUPER SALOONS 
RRP £149.99 
“Tt’s certainly one of my favourite cars.” 
That’s quite an endorsement from 
touring car legend Steve Soper, who 
isn’t short of choices when it comes 
to racing machines from his long and successful career. But the 
Ford Sierra RS 500, which he drove in the late 1980s in the 
British Touring Car Championship and across the globe, 
holds a special place for him and with fans. 

“At the time the car was fantastic, it was just in a different 
league than anything else out there,” recalls Soper, whose 1988 
Eggenberger Motorsport Texaco-liveried model is part of a 
new set from Scalextric — Super Saloons. 

The set features not one, but two versions of the much-loved car, 
with Robb Gravett’s 1990 championship-winning example also 
included. Three decades later, the competitive edge remains as 
the pair tried out the new set. “We’ve always been good friends 
and we still are,’ says Soper — although that didn’t stop both 
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from saying they had won on the day. 

Gravett adds: “Steve is still very competitive, always was, and 
when we were doing the photographs, Steve was always trying 
to push his car slightly ahead of my car! It’s very nice that they 
[Scalextric] should consider making that car and I know they 
spent quite a lot of time trying to get the details as correct 
as they could. I think they’ve done a good job.” 

Gravett’s model is well known for having no major sponsor, 
a legacy of payments not being made during the season, forcing 
the Trakstar Motorsport team to operate on a shoestring budget. 

“We were out all the time trying to find people to come in and 
support us,” recalls Gravett. “What we used to do in qualifying is to 
go out, do three laps, hope you put it on pole and I would come in 
and we’d be looking to see whether I needed to go out again. That’s 
how tight we were [with money]. Every lap we did in the car was a 
lap we felt potentially you may not do in the race because the car 
was so quick, all the components were lifed heavily.” 

Despite the financial setbacks, Gravett took nine wins from 13 
races, with prize money helping the team to continue on a race-by- 
race basis and secure the title. “We effectively as a private company 


SCAN THE QR CODE & USE CODE 
FOR EXCLUSIVE 10% DISCOUNT 


Note: 10% discount on Super Saloons set only 
on Scalextric website until 31 December 2022. 
Code not stackable with any other discounts 
including club members’ discount. 


went against the establishment with that car and we beat the factory 


cars,” says Gravett. “Very few people have done that in the past and 
that was all to do with not just me but with the team. It’s amazing 


the people years later that talk to me about what we did 30 years ago 


Soper only competed in four UK events with his car during the 
1988 season, but took a win at Thruxton and two runner-up 
positions at Brands Hatch and Donington Park, while the 
Birmingham race was cancelled. There was also further success 
in the European Touring Car Championship where he finished 
runner-up before he embarked on a career with BMW that 
would lead to more victories. 

The 71-year-old got behind the wheel of an ex-Eggenberger 
Sierra a couple of years ago. “I drove one of the cars at Goodwood 
to do a demo and I did actually think it was going to drive not 
very well,” he admits. “I thought I would be disappointed with it 
compared with everything else I’ve driven since, but actually even 
two years ago it felt fantastic. The amount of horsepower it had 
and the way it drove, steered and braked. It really felt good. Every 
time you drove the car it put a smile on your face.” 
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sh F1 Brazilian Grand Prix review 
:; George Russell led a Mercedes 1-2 to 


clinch his maiden Formula 1 win and the 
team’s first victory of the season, capping 
a remarkable turnaround after a difficult 
season. Host Martyn Lee is joined by Luke 
Smith, Alex Kalinauckas and Haydn Cobb 
to analyse how the race was won and the 
Red Bull team orders controversy that 
blew up as the drivers crossed the line. 


WHAT’S ON 


F1 World Championship 
Round 22/22 

Yas Marina, Abu Dhabi 

20 November 

TV | Sky Sports F1, 

Sun 1255 

£9 Highlights Sky Sports, 
Sun 1700, Channel 4, Sun 1730 


Round 14/14 

Yas Marina, Abu Dhabi 
19-20 November 

TV Sky Sports F1, 
Sat 1220, Sun 0900 


Can Mercedes win again at 
the F1 season’s final round? 
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19-20 November 

‘0; on 
Motorsport.tv, Wed 2330, 
Thu 2330, Fri 2330, Sat 2350 


UK 
MOTORSPORT 


Brands Hatch MSVR 
19-20 November 
EnduroKa, MSVT 
Trackday Championship, 
MSVT Trackday Trophy, 
Turismo X, United FF1600 

via msvr.com 
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FINISHING STRAIGHT 


FROM THE ARCHIVE (#28 Maserati 250F) and Tony Brooks was forced to pit and Fangio assumed 

Mike Hawthorn (BRM P25) steamsinto (#24 BRM) at the start of the 1956 a lead that he held to the flag, finishing Tl Ze 8 

the lead from his third-place slot on British Grand Prix. Hawthorn led for15 alap ahead of Collins (sharing the #4 DUKE 

the four-wide Silverstone grid, ahead laps before Stirling Moss (#7 Maserati), Ferrari started by Alfonso de Portago); 

of Juan Manuel Fangio (#1 FerrariD50), = who’d hada tardy getaway from pole, __ third-place Jean Behra (#8 Maserati) For classic motorsport DVDs and 


Peter Collins (#2 Ferrari), Roy Salvadori took over. At two-thirds distance Moss — was an additional lap in arrears. downloads head to dukevideo.com 
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For more great photographs, visit motorsportimages.com 
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hree leading 
T contenders 

emerge when 
two-time 

CART champion Gil de 

Ferran is asked for his 

favourite team-mate, before 

the 2003 Indianapolis 500 winner 

selects a driver he spent just one 

season racing alongside back in 1990. 

The Brazilian and David Coulthard 
have been firm friends ever since they 
drove together at Paul Stewart Racing 
in Formula Vauxhall Lotus, and even 
went on holiday together last year. 

Aged 22 (de Ferran) and 19 (Coulthard) 
respectively, the pair got along famously 
and often shared accommodation at races. 
“T had a tremendous amount of respect 
for him, we liked each other as people 
and to this day we have a very close and 
friendly relationship,” de Ferran says. 

De Ferran ended the campaign on top, 
finishing runner-up in Vauxhall Lotus 
and third in the Opel Lotus Euroseries 
after Coulthard’s season was disrupted 
by a leg-breaking crash at Spa. But he 
recognised early the potential that would 
lead the Scot to rack up 246 starts ina 
15-year Formula 1 career that yielded 13 


wins. “It’s no surprise to 
me that David achieved 
what he has,” he says. 

Nominating Coulthard 

above future Team 
Penske team-mate Helio 
Castroneves and Simon 

Pagenaud, his partner during two 

American Le Mans Series campaigns with 
Acura prototypes, “goes beyond what 
happened on the race track in 1990. It’s 
because to this day we’re great friends 
and that must mean something.” 

That 30-year friendship has remained 
intact despite inauspicious beginnings, 
when Coulthard hit de Ferran on the 
opening lap of the Zolder Euroseries race, 
causing a puncture that put him out. The 
pair didn’t speak on the long car journey 
back to Milton Keynes. “Man, I was 
angry!” chuckles de Ferran. “But that 
anger didn’t last very long. It could have 
been on the other foot, it could have just 
as easily been me doing the same thing.” 

Coulthard was named as a godparent 
to de Ferran’s daughter Anna, and was 
even present for the penultimate race 
of the Indycar great’s open-wheel 
career at Fontana in 2003. 

JAMES NEWBOLD 


“Shhh, don’t mention Masi” 


ABU DHABI GP: NO TITLE, SO LET’S JUST RACE 
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If you love racing... 
you’ll love 


Racetruck enables you to invest in your passion; the freedom to go wherever 
the races take you in both style and comfort. 


Racetruck’s latest innovation, the Racetruck Trailer System includes 
our signature sliding bed and bulkhead. The Racetruck Trailer System 


design is completely bespoke and fully configurable to the customers 
specifications. 


— 


: 
Visit us at Racetruck | 


For more info. visit www.advanced-kfs.co.uk £ YW in 


THE IMPUBSe 
OF ANEW GENERATION 


CUPRA BORN New generations challenge the status quo by following 
their impulse. Just like the new 100% electric CUPRA 
100% ELECTRIC Born, with a sporty design and cutting-edge technology. 
So unexpected it could only start with an impulse. 
So brave it could only mean the start of a new era. 


Official fuel consumption for the CUPRA Born mpg 
(litres/LOOkm) combined: N/A. Combined CO: emissions: Og/km. 


Zero emissions while driving. The CUPRA Born is a battery electric vehicle requiring 


mains electricity for charging. CUR Rees 


